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Hello family. Religious liberty crisis. NextGen's new home search. 

Earth & I magazine. Pyeong Hwa Gyeong.  
 

  

   
 

  

News 
 

  

A Religious Liberty Crisis in Korea- Vicious 

Raids on Churches 
 

Churches raided, internationally famous religious leaders mistreated, and religion-based 

political mobilizations prohibited. What exactly is happening in South Korea? Click below to 

read more.  

  



 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 Join the 21-Day Prayer Condition for NextGen  
 

It’s time to find a home for the Next Generation! A workshop space where we can come 

together and celebrate who we are as God’s children — a true home for our workshops, 

festivals, and creations. 

 

I want to invite you — yes, you — to join our 21-day prayer condition. If you can’t commit to all 

21 days, pray on the days you can. What matters most is that we unite our hearts and set the 

right conditions, so that the place God has prepared for us can be found. 

 

This will be a home for our new Next Gen Mission program, for BCSF, and for the many 

memories and legacies we are building together. Our team is already searching across the 

country, and your prayers will make a difference. 

 

read more  



 

 

Please pray for these specific points: 

 

That the property is zoned correctly for workshops and camps. 

 

That it has space to expand and grow. 

 

That it’s near an airport and easily accessible, but still private enough for us to worship, 

celebrate, and yes — even hold concerts! 

 

That it can host 400–500 people comfortably. 

 

That it is family-friendly, or has the space for us to build family accommodations. 

 

That it includes open fields for sports and outdoor activities. 

 

That it carries great potential for growth. 

 

And finally, pray for anything else you’d love to see in this home.  

 

As the Next Generation Department, we are tired of always being visitors in someone else’s 

home. We long to create an environment and atmosphere that reflects our heart and vision. 

Let’s come together as the Next Generation. Let’s support this search with our prayers and help 

discover the place where our future can truly take root.  

  



 

 

  

  

   
 

  

Earth and I Magazine Aug/Sept 2025 Issue Out 

Now! 
 

The August/September 2025 edition of The Earth and I magazine is now available. This issue 

features articles on "Lifestyle Medicine," "The Growing Campaign Against Nighttime Pollution," 

"Denser Zoning," and more. Get your copy today! 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

   
 

  

Godible Spotlight: Pyeong Hwa Gyeong 
 

  

The entire Pyeong Hwa Gyeong is available as an audio recording for you convenience. To listen 

read more  



 

 

a free daily clip, click below! 
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Home I From the World I Op-eds Global 

A Religious Liberty Crisis in Korea. 1. "Vicious 
Raids on Churches" 
08/26/2025 MASSIMO INTROVIGNE 

Churches raided, internationally famous religious leaders 

mistreated, and religion-based political mobilizations 

prohibited. What exactly is happening in South Korea? 

by Massimo lntrovigne 

Article 1 of 4 

Dr Hak Ja Han Moon. 

On August 25, 2025, the day of the White House visit of South Korean President Lee Jae­

myung, Donald Trump decried the "vicious raids on churches" in Lee's country. What 

happened, exactly? 

Many have heard through media reports, which are not always correct, of a criminal 

investigation pending in South Korea involving a former executive of the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly know n as the Unification Church 

and still often referred to by that name). 

He is accused of financial irregularities and donating luxury goods, including jewelry and 

designer handbags, to the former First Lady of Korea to secure her husband's patronage, 

the now disgraced former President of South Korea, Yoon Suk Yeol. 

While the Family Federation denies it was involved as an organization in what might have 

been personal initiatives of a rogue executive, a Special Prosecutor appointed to 

investigate has hit with military-style raids both the church's main premises-and most 

sacred grounds-in Korea and the house of its leader, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon. She has been 

named a suspect in the case and placed under a travel ban. 

What we are witnessing in Korea is a politically motivated crackdown on conservative 

religion, raiding churches, such as the July 18th raid on the very famous Yoido Full Gospel 

Church, one of the world's largest and most well-known Pentecostal congregations, as 

well as earlier raids on other conservative religious organizations. 

Some Korean polit icians have been influenced by both Japan and China, which, in 

different ways, actively promote the belief that religions advocating for conservative 

values-including the Family Federation, but not limited to it-are toxic and dangerous. 



we see AsIas secona reugIous uoerty crisis unrOLaing, paraueung Japans. 

Rumors that other conservative churches and religious movements may soon be 

targeted continue to circulate. Activists who seem to have the ear of the new Korean 

administration propose to introduce new statutes based on laws existing in France and 

Japan (and widely criticized by international religious liberty activists and legal scholars), 

allowing for the swift d issolution of movements labeled as "cults." 

All this happened in a special political situation, w here President Yoon Suk Yeol was 

removed from office and arrested for power abuse, leading his party to lose the 

presidential elections to the left ist Democratic Party. 

As the case of the Yoido Church demonstrates, the movement to punish relig ious groups 

that did support or were suspected of supporting Yoon now targets all brands of religion 

perceived as conservative, pro-American, and defending traditional family values. 

A Sunday service at Yoido's Full Gospel Church. From Facebook. 

The Unification Church and another influential Korean Christian new religious movement, 

Shincheonji, are both under suspicion because thousands of their members reported ly 

registered to vote for Yoon in the 2021 presidential primaries of the conservative People 

Power Party (PPP) Interestingly, the PPP objected that in 2022 Shincheonji members had 

been accused of participating en masse in the primaries of the rival Democratic Party, 

suggesting that new rel igious movements are active in politics but do not necessarily 

support only one party. 

While this political activism might be legal in other democracies, it appears to be 

forbidden in Korea. Interestingly, this Korean legal action coincided with a shift in U.S 

policy, where the Internal Revenue Service reversed its stance and acknowledged that 

churches can guide their members to vote as a bloc and endorse specific candidates 

without losing tax-exempt status, in an attempt to settle a lawsuit pending in the U.S 

District Court for the Eastern District of Texas. 

I was born in Italy in the 1950s. Then and in subsequent decades, members of the ruling 

Christ ian Democrat party were routinely recruited in Catholic parishes by the thousands, 

giving the Catholic Church evident influence over candidate and policy selection. One 

can also ask whether Korea considers mobilizing believers for any candidate or party 

illegal for a church, or only w hen the party loses the elections. 

A left-leaning Korean intellectual has w ritten explicitly that Korea should renounce its 

friendly attitude to religion, which he acknowledges is common to most democratic 

count ries, and adopt the anti-religious French policy of "la'icite." He wrote, "The Yoon 

administration's conduct has indicated the need to invert this type of state-religion 

relationship, adopted by most developed democracies, to something akin to France's 

practice of la'icite. La'icite strives to ensure not only the separation of state and relig ion but 

also the protection of state and republican values from religious influences-rather than 

the protection of religion by the state." 



Disgraced former Korean President Yoon Suk Yeo!. Credits. 

What is happening in Korea raises serious religious liberty concerns. Both the Yoido 

Church and the Family Federation have complained that the raids have been 

unnecessarily harsh and spectacular, as if they were primarily conducted for the benefit of 

the media, showing little respect for their sacred places and internationally well-known 

religious leaders. They are both asking for apologies from the prosecutors for their total 

disregard for the sanctity of church sanctuaries. 

Dr. Han leads a global spiritual movement and a larger coali tion promoting peace 

education worldwide. She is frequently referred to as the "Mother of Peace." Preventing 

her from traveling based on vague charges severely damages her movement's 

international activities and disrupts its normal operations. 

Korea replicates a familiar pattern seen in other countries. First, measures limiting 

relig ious liberty are enforced against unpopular groups stigmatized as "cults,'' gathering 

easy support from the media. Once established, legal provisions allowing the states to 

interfere in the internal organization of religious bodies, scrutinize their finances, and limit 

their right to collect donations and campaign on social issues with political ramifications 

are enforced against all religions, particularly those that the politicians in power do not 

like for w hatever reason. Relig ions that dissent are threatened with dissolution or 

liquidation. 

Korean anti-cultism took advantage of former President Yoon's disgrace, but existed long 

before it In subsequent articles, I wi ll discuss three aspects of the anti-cult movement in 

Korea: the peculiar roots of Korean anti-cult ism, the issue of deprogramming, and the 

Communist and Chinese influence. 



TAGGED WITH: RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, SOUTH KOREA SOUTH KOREAN CHRISTIAN GROUPS, UNIFICATION CHURCH 

Massimo lnt rovigne 

Massimo lntrovigne (born June 14, 1955 in Rome) is an Italian sociologist of 

religions. He is the founder and managing director of the Center for Studies 

on New Religions (CESNUR), an international network of scholars who 

study new religious movements. lntrovigne is the author of some 70 books 

and more than 100 articles in the field of sociology of religion. He was the 
main author of the Enciclor2edia delle religioni in Italia (Encyclopedia of Religions in Italy). He is a 

member of the editorial board for the lnterdiscir2linar')' Journal of Research on Religion and of 

the executive board of University of California Press' Nova ReligiQ. From January 5 to December 
31, 2011, he has served as the "Representative on combating racism, xenophobia and 

discrimination, with a special focus on discrimination against Christians and members of other 

religions" of the Organization for Securit')' and Co-or2eration in Euror2e (OSCE). From 2012 to 2015 

he served as chairperson of the Observatory of Religious Liberty, instituted by the Italian Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs in order to monitor problems of religious liberty on a worldwide scale. 

WWw Or'l/ 

f in X ~ ~ 

Related articles 

The Uny ielding 
Silence: An 87-Year­
Old Falun Gong 
Practit ioner Was ... 

Keep Reading 

AROPL and the Rise 
of New Age Anti­
Cultism 3. Be 
Scofield's Delusional... 

Mobilizing Children 
for Ideological 
Battles: A Dangerous 
Game in China's Anti ... 
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All Sphe re (Word of Life) "Born Again" Churches Raided 

Throughout China 

A nationwide police operation is underway against a 

movement that has been criticized for its focus on emotional 
displays, but remains similar to mainstream Pentecostalism. 

FRANTA: M IVILU DES p ierd e din nou un p roces impotriva 

Marto rilor lui lehova 

TribunalulAdministrativ din Paris a constatat ca 11 pasaje din 
raportul anual 2021 intocmit de agentia antisecte din cadrul 

guvernului francez sunt defaimatoare. 

W ith a L ittle Help from My Serb ian Friends FECRIS 

Caught Aga in Cooperating w ith Put in's Sidekicks 

The European anti-cult federation might have excluded its 

Russian branch, but Russian anti-cultists and their Serbian 

allies, who are still involved, are like two peas in a pod. 

Stephen Kent Unmasks Himself: From Anti-Cult Scho lar 

to Anti-Relig ion Crusader 

"Psychobiographies and Godly Vision" argues that Paul the 

Apostle, Muhammad, and most founders of religions were 
no less mentally d isturbed than "cult" leaders. 
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'Lifestyle Medicine' Offers 6 Natural Remedies for People and Planet 

In today's fast-paced world, lifestyle choices play a significant role in determining health 

outcomes and overall well-being. Pollution, stress, and sedentary lifestyles are among the ... 

by Natasha Spencer-Jolliffe 
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Korea by Julie Peterson 

by Kathleen Hwang 

More Stories 

ECOSYSTEMS 

Johan Eliasch-A Formidable 
Force in the Race to Net Zero 
by Mark Smith 



ECONOMICS & POLICY 

Denser Zoning as a Key to 
Conserving Natural Lands 

by Karl Selle 

ECOSYSTEMS 

Scholars Dig Up Dirt on Dogs 

by Mal Cole 

NATURAL DISASTERS 

Racing Waters 
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Join Our Community 

PODCAST 

CLICK TO LISTEN 

"The Earth & I" podcast is your 
go-to source for environmental 

news, stories, and solutions. 

Our team of experts, 
researchers, and passionate 
environmentalists explore 

topics such as climate change, 
conservation, susta inability, and 

more. 

We feature interviews with 
influential figures in t he 

environmental movement and 
share pract ical t ips for living a 
more sustainable lifestyle. Join 
us on this j ourney of d iscovery 
and learn how we can all work 
together to protect our planet 
and create a sustainable future 

for generations to come. 

100+ ARTICLES > 

Silence After the Roar: 
Humanity's Lonely 
Planet 

Sign up for our bi-monthly environmental publication and 
get notified when new issues of The Earth & I are released! 

First Name Ill Email Address Subscribe 

Your Support Matters To Us 

At The Earth & I, our mission is to raise awareness 



ot the original relationship between humans and 
nature. We are presenting unique insights into 
solving Earth's environmental crises and creating a 
healthier environment and a peaceful society. 
Please join us in our efforts to educate about the 
innate interdependence of all humans and nature 
and all its creatures. 

We appreciate your support-every donation makes 
a difference in our cause to provide unbiased, 
honest, and reliable information on the 
environment and an Earth-friendly, healthy lifestyle. 
Thank you very much! 

DONATE TODAY 
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