Prayer of Peace for a Wounded World

Peter Zoehrer
May 28, 2026

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more

Prayer of Peace for a Wounded World

A meditation on war, conscience, forgiveness, and humanity’s
longing for everlasting peace

PETER ZOEHRER
MAY 28
READ
IN
.
(':) .D | B4 APP
A

Our Heavenly Parent,

Our Eternal Source of Life, Truth, and Love,
Tonight we come before You with humble hearts.
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In a restless and wounded world,
amid wars, fear, division, and confusion,
we pause for a sacred moment

to remember who we truly are.
We are one human family.

Beyond every nation and border,

beyond race, religion, ideology, and history,
there lives within every human being

a spark of eternity,

a longing for goodness,

and the quiet desire to love and be loved.
Yet humanity has wandered far from this truth.

Too often, hatred has spoken louder than compassion.
Power has silenced conscience.

Greed has overcome wisdom.

And even Your holy name

has at times been misused

to justify violence, conquest, humiliation, and war.
Forgive us.

Forgive the cruelty of history.

Forgive the arrogance of leaders.

Forgive the silence of those who knew better

yet remained silent.

Forgive the bitterness that grows within wounded hearts.
Forgive the indifference of comfortable societies

that turn away from the suffering of others.

And forgive each of us
for the moments we failed to recognize
our brother or sister

in the face of another human being.
Heavenly Parent,

Tonight we pray especially

for all victims of war and hatred.

For children sleeping in fear beneath the sound of sirens.

For mothers who mourn in silence.



For fathers crushed by helplessness and grief.

For refugees wandering without home or certainty.

For the innocent buried beneath the ambitions of the powerful.
For soldiers on every side

whose humanity has been scarred by violence.

For those whose bodies were broken

and for those whose souls were shattered.

May no suffering be forgotten before Heaven.

Protect especially the purest and most defenseless among us.

Protect the children.

Those who have caused no harm,
carried no hatred,

and entered this world with innocence and trust.

Protect children exposed to violence, abuse, exploitation, trafficking, hunger,
indoctrination, and war.
Protect those growing up beneath the shadow of terror, extremism, criminality, and

despair.

For we know, Heavenly Parent,
that Your heart weeps

for every child exposed to the forces of evil.

Every child wounded by cruelty

is a wound carried also within Your heart.

May humanity never become numb

to the tears of innocent children.

Awaken in us
a sacred responsibility

to protect life, dignity, purity, and hope.

We pray also for the dead.

Receive them in Your eternal embrace.

Where humanity sees endings,
You see continuation.
Where earth sees death,

Heaven sees awakening.



May those who have crossed into the spiritual world
find peace, truth, healing, and light.

May resentment dissolve.

May hatred lose its power.

May wounded souls be comforted through divine love.

And may we on earth remember

that life is sacred, temporary, and eternal all at once.

Teach us to live
not merely for ourselves

but for generations yet unborn.

For wars do not end

when the guns fall silent.

Hatred can survive for generations.
Trauma can pass from parent to child.

Humiliation can poison nations for decades or even centuries.

The suffering inflicted today
becomes tomorrow’s resentment.
Tomorrow’s resentment

becomes the next conflict.

Break this tragic cycle, O God.

Open the eyes of those who glorify violence.

May those who command armies,

launch missiles,

spread terror,

or manipulate nations through fear and propaganda

come to understand the true weight of their actions.

Not only the shattered buildings
and broken bodies they leave behind,

but the invisible wounds carried within the human soul.

Let the powerful understand
that no victory built upon hatred

can ever bring lasting peace.

At this very hour,
children still sleep in bomb shelters.

Families still flee burning cities.



Young soldiers still die far from home.

Ancient communities still disappear through war, extremism, and persecution.

From Ukraine to the Middle East,
from Africa to forgotten regions the world no longer reports on,

humanity cries out for healing.

We pray for the suffering peoples of Africa,
a continent of deep spirituality, resilience, beauty, and hope,
yet too often wounded by conflict, exploitation, corruption, terrorism, poverty, and

forgotten wars.

Protect communities terrorized by violence and extremism.
Protect villages abandoned by the world.
Protect children forced into conflict

before they even understand the meaning of life.

May Africa rise not as a continent of despair

but as a beacon of spiritual vitality, human dignity, reconciliation, and renewal.

And amid all this suffering,
too many still invoke religion, ideology, nationalism, or even justice itself

to justify hatred and destruction.

But no lasting peace can ever emerge

from the dehumanization of another child of God.

Heavenly Parent,

We pray also for freedom of conscience and religion throughout the world.

Protect all those who suffer persecution because of their faith, beliefs, or spiritual

identity.

Protect churches burned in hatred,
synagogues threatened by violence,
mosques attacked by fear and prejudice,
temples destroyed by extremism,

and vulnerable religious minorities

who are mocked, isolated, imprisoned, or silenced.

May no government, ideology, or movement
ever claim the right

to crush the human soul’s search for truth and meaning.



For genuine faith can never be forced through fear,

nor destroyed through intimidation.

Let humanity rediscover
that religious freedom is not a threat to peace

but one of its foundations.

And let all religions remember
that their highest calling
is not domination over others

but service, compassion, humility, and love.

In this sacred moment,
we remember with gratitude

the peacemakers who walked before us.

Those luminous souls

who carried compassion into ages of violence and despair.

We remember the founders of the great faith traditions
who called humanity beyond revenge, tribalism, and fear.
Those who taught mercy instead of cruelty,

service instead of domination,

and love instead of vengeance.

We remember also the courageous men and women of conscience
who stood against oppression

without surrendering their humanity.

Souls like Mahatma Gandhi,

Martin Luther King Jr.,

Nelson Mandela,

and Mother Teresa,

who revealed through simple acts of compassion
that love can still shine

even in the darkest places of human suffering.

And countless others — known and unknown —

mothers, fathers, teachers, spiritual leaders, journalists, rescuers, aid workers, and
ordinary citizens

who chose courage over hatred

and reconciliation over revenge.

May their spirit awaken humanity once again.



Protect also the journalists and truth-tellers

who courageously stand against lies, corruption, manipulation, and abuse of power.

Strengthen those who speak truth to power

even when threatened, isolated, mocked, censored, or persecuted.

Bless those who dedicate their lives
to giving a voice to the voiceless,
bringing hidden suffering into the light,

and defending human dignity against the machinery of deception and indifference.

When propaganda spreads confusion,

give them clarity.

When fear silences others,

give them courage.

When exhaustion tempts them to surrender,

renew their spirit.

Let them never forget

the profound dignity of their mission.

For truthful words can protect nations from deception,
defend the vulnerable,
expose injustice,

and help preserve the conscience of humanity itself.

Heavenly Parent,

Raise leaders whose hearts are greater than their ambition.
Raise journalists who love truth more than ideology.

Raise religious voices that heal instead of divide.

Raise peacemakers who refuse to dehumanize their enemies.
Raise a generation courageous enough

to choose reconciliation over hatred.

Where there is cynicism, plant hope.

Where there is despair, plant courage.
Where there is confusion, plant wisdom.
Where there is bitterness, plant forgiveness.

Where there is loneliness, let people feel that Heaven has not abandoned them.

Teach humanity once again

the meaning of unconditional love.

The love that does not first ask:

“Who deserves my compassion?”



but instead asks:

“How can | restore life?”

Move also the hearts of the wealthy and powerful.

Let those blessed with abundance
not close themselves behind walls of excess and indifference

while millions suffer from hunger, poverty, disease, and despair.

Awaken generosity where greed has hardened the heart.

Let excessive wealth become a source of healing, education, nourishment, and hope

for starving humanity.

Remind us all
that no possession follows us into eternity

except the love we have given.

We pray also for the institutions created to serve humanity.

Restore integrity, wisdom, and moral courage

to the broken agencies of the international community.

Renew the original vision
that nations might cooperate
not merely for power or profit

but for the protection of human dignity, justice, peace, and the common good.

May the family of nations
learn once again
to act not out of selfish interest alone

but out of shared responsibility for humanity’s future.

We pray for reconciliation between peoples.
Between East and West.

Between religions and cultures.

Between generations.

Between neighbors.

Between families.

And within our own hearts.

For no world peace is possible

without inner peace.

No lasting reconciliation among nations

is possible without reconciliation within the human soul.



Heavenly Parent,

Intervene in this age of fear and uncertainty.

Touch the hearts of those preparing war.
Disarm the spirit of hatred before weapons are ever raised.
Protect humanity from self-destruction.

Guide us away from fanaticism, extremism, arrogance, and collective madness.

Let wisdom prevail over vengeance.
Truth over manipulation.
Compassion over cruelty.

Dialogue over demonization.

Conscience over blind obedience.

May the day come
when future generations will study war

as a tragic memory of humanity’s spiritual immaturity.

May swords truly become plowshares.

May tears become rivers of healing.

May enemies embrace as brothers and sisters.
And may humanity finally become

the family You always intended us to be.

Give comfort tonight

to those who pray in churches, mosques, synagogues, temples, or quiet rooms.
To those who have lost faith.

To those searching for meaning.

To those standing beside graves.

To those overwhelmed by fear for the future.

Let them feel that Heaven is near.

Let them know
that love is stronger than death,
truth stronger than propaganda,

and the human spirit stronger than fear.

And grant us the courage
not only to pray for peace

but to become instruments of peace.

May our words heal.

May our actions uplift.



May our lives bear witness

to the possibility of a better world.

We place our hope

not in weapons,

notinideology,

notin empires or political power,
but in the eternal power

of truth, goodness, compassion, and sacrificial love.

With humility, gratitude, and hope,

we entrust this wounded world to Your care.

And we hold firmly to the promise
that beyond history’s darkness
there awaits an everlasting peace

that no hatred, no war, and no death can ever destroy.

Amen.
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