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However, fundamental human problems
cannot be solved by merely changing the
system or the regime.

Basis for hope

Amid this complexity, hope lies in our ability
to overcome the demonization of the other.
High emotions prompt us to take sides, which
will only deepen the divide and may damage
the people we side with in the long run.
Reconciliation efforts must denounce hatred
and revenge and provide a path toward lasting
peace.

Despitethe somberreality, letusalsorecognize
the significant strides toward peace that
have been made. Two crucial peace treaties
stand out: the 1979 treaty between Israel and
Egypt, and the 1994 treaty between Israel
and Jordan. Additionally, the groundbreaking
Abraham Accords, signed in 2020, brought
together Israel, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan. The possibility
of Saudi Arabia joining this path toward peace
remains hopeful.

At its best, the civilized world can educate
humanity to transition from violent conflicts,
mostly led by men, to non-violent conflicts,

where women often play a pivotal role.
However, this assumes that conflicts are an
enduring part of our existence.

UPF's founders, whom we affectionately call
Father and Mother Moon, explain that the root
cause of all conflicts lies in the alienation of
human beings from God, our Heavenly Parent.
This separation leads to ignorance about our
true identity. Broken parent-child relations
result in the fragmentation of minds, bodies,
families, societies and nations. To restore our
potential for peace and happiness, humanity
must recognize that we are one global family
under God.

We cannot sink into depression in response to
world current affairs. Taking sides in conflicts
based on social media trends will not do either.
Since we cannot change anyone else, we must
take the path of self-transformation, using our
spiritual antenna to receive divine guidance.
We should reject habits and concepts that
separate us, showing compassion for the
suffering and pain inflicted on so many,
but avoiding the pitfall of dividing the world
into victims and victimizers. Let us strive to
become model parents, exemplary teachers,
responsible leaders, and pioneers on the road
to world peace.

- Hod Ben Zvi is chairman of UPF-Israel.

Interfaith ceremony during a Peace Rally in Independence Park. Jerusalem
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