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There is no trust between Pyongyang and the
Seoul/Washington alliance, but there may be a
couple of pathways to the DPRK. One is China.
Chairman Mao said China and North Korea "are as
close as teeth and lips,” but careful observers see
indications this is not the case. Second, President
Kim is not oblivious to economic incentives. Under
the right conditions, Kim Jong Un might talk, if not
with South Korea, then with the U.S. He certainly
has before. It takes a president to speak to a
president. A conflict on the Korean Peninsula
would have no winners, only losers. Nobody wants
war. Not the U.S. or South Korea. Not China and
not even North Korea. The success of any outreach
to the DPRK depends on the framing of it. And
timing.

Join guest panelist Dr. John Delury, Professor of
Chinese Studies at Seoul’s Yonsei University and an expert on North Korea, along with moderator Amb.
Joseph DeTrani, former special envoy to the six party talks and Dr. Alexandre Mansourov, professor at
the Center for Security Studies at Georgetown University for a compelling discussion on what’s possible.
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There is no trust between Pyongyang and the Seoul/Washington alliance, but there may be a couple of pathways
to the DPRK. One is China. Chairman Mao said China and North Korea "are as close as teeth and lips,” but
careful observers see indications this is not the case. Second, President Kim is not oblivious to economic
incentives. Under the right conditions, Kim Jong Un might talk, if not with South Korea, then with the U.S.
He certainly has before. It takes a president to speak to a president. A conflict on the Korean Peninsula would
have no winners, only losers. Nobody wants war. Not the U.S. or South Korea. Not China and not even North
Korea. The success of any outreach to the DPRK depends on the framing of it. And timing.

Join guest panelist Dr. John Delury, Professor of Chinese Studies at Seoul’s Yonsei University and an expert on
North Korea, along with moderator Amb. Joe DeTrani, former special envoy to the six party talks and Dr.
Alexandre Mansourov, professor at the Center for Security Studies at Georgetown University for a compelling
discussion on what’s possible.
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