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Summary

At a Universal Peace Federation UK meeting, Antonio Betancourt - former Secretary General of the
Summit Council for World Peace - shared how principled diplomacy and the "realm of the heart" laid the
foundation for the historic visit of Rev. Dr Sun Myung Moon and Dr Hak Ja Han Moon to Pyongyang.
Drawing on decades of global peace work, he explained how respect, listening, and interfaith values can
turn adversaries into partners, offering lessons for Korean Peninsula peace efforts and international
diplomacy today.

Antonio Betancourt: Preparing the Historic Visit of Rev. Dr Sun Myung Moon and Dr Hak Ja Han
to North Korea (DPRK)

At a Universal Peace Federation (UPF) UK meeting, Antonio Betancourt, former Secretary General of the
Summit Council for World Peace, reflected on diplomacy, reconciliation, and the behind-the-scenes
initiatives that opened the way for the historic visit of Rev. Dr Sun Myung Moon and Dr Hak Ja Han
Moon to the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

Drawing from decades of international engagement, Betancourt described how Father Moon had guided
him as his envoy to use a diplomatic philosophy rooted in the UPF peace principles and the belief that
authentic dialogue begins from the heart.

Turning Adversaries into Partners

Betancourt emphasised a key principle of successful diplomacy:

"Don't create a strong enemy out of an adversary by demonising them. You will live to regret it."

He explained that genuine peacebuilding requires offering respect and dignity, even to those we consider
opponents.

In his words:

"In the long term, it is worth it. You can transform an adversary into a partner.”



This principle echoes the values in the Founders' Vision. He was guided by Father Moon as his envoy to
reach out to North Korea (DPRK).

Watch the related presentations:

Video One - An American Who Was Able to Change the Mind of North Korea

Video Two - Turning Adversaries into Partners

Background: From South America to the Korean Peninsula
In the 1980s, Betancourt met many South American heads of state as the Cold War neared its end. His
diplomatic work extended across ideological divides and later included sensitive envoy missions to meet
senior North Korean officials. These engagements laid the foundation for the UPF Founders' eventual
invitation to Pyongyang.
He faced significant challenges:

His Colombian nationality, as Colombia fought against North Korea in the Korean War.

His American citizenship, making him seem aligned with a long-standing adversary.

His role as an envoy of Rev. Dr Sun Myung Moon, widely recognised for his anti-communist
stance.

Despite this, he persisted in building trust through sincerity and respect.

More on UPF's regional work:

Northeast Asia Peace Initiative. Fostering Dialogue and Reconciliation on the Korean Peninsula

Watch the diplomatic context: Video Three - Changing the Mind of North Korea

A Historic Reconciliation
These early efforts paved the way for a historic moment of reconciliation:

Rev. Dr Sun Myung Moon and President Kim Il Sung established a relationship of mutual respect, laying
a foundation of goodwill between the Kim family and the Moon family that is still acknowledged today.

This breakthrough exemplifies Track Il diplomacy, (more accurately Track 1.5) consistent with UPF's
principles of interdependence, mutual prosperity, and universal values.

Learn more about the UPF's 20 Year Anniversary Reflection: UPF Celebrates 20 Years of Global
Peacebuilding




Betancourt noted that the mission succeeded because he approached his work from the "realm of the
heart." His sincerity often led to extraordinary gestures of respect - such as heads of state personally
greeting him at airports.
Lessons for Today: Respect, Listening, and Moral Values
Betancourt's message aligns deeply with UPF UK's peacebuilding approach:
1. Respect and Listening

Long-term peace requires treating even weaker nations with magnanimity.

Arrogance, he warned, generates resentment that limits a nation's future destiny.

2. The Role of Religious and Moral Values

He emphasised that spiritual values have shaped the world's great civilisations and must inform
modern diplomacy.

UPF's interfaith programmes reflect this: IAPD UK

3. An Interreligious Council at the United Nations
Betancourt reaffirmed Rev. Dr Sun Myung Moon's proposal for an Interreligious Council at the
UN - a missing pillar of global governance that could help reduce religious and ideological

tensions, especially between Christian and Islamic communities. Read more - Interfaith Council
at the United Nations

Video Resources of his talk.

Video One - An American Who Was Able to Change the Mind of North Korea

Video Two - Turning Adversaries into Partners

Video Three - Changing the Mind of North Korea

Video Four - Diplomacy with the Logic of Love

Conclusion:

Antonio Betancourt's presentation offers timely lessons for today's world: respect empowers diplomacy,
sincere dialogue transforms relationships, and peacebuilding requires both courage and humility.

Guided by Rev. Dr Sun Myung Moon and Dr Hak Ja Han, Betancourt's work helped create one of the
most meaningful breakthroughs.

His message endures: Respect opens doors. Heart changes minds. Dialogue can reshape the destiny of
nations.

Become an Ambassador for Peace - Join a global network of leaders, changemakers, and community
builders committed to advancing peace, dialogue, and moral leadership.

Get Involved in UPF - UK's Charitable Work - Support our programmes in interfaith cooperation, youth
leadership, gender equality, and community service. Your participation helps build bridges across cultures
and strengthens social cohesion in the UK.

Become a Supporter of UPF - UK - Become a Monthly Donor by contributing regularly to sustain our
mission. Your support enables













