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When democratic South Korea seeks a much harsher
sentence than Communism - a former East European
political prisoner reflects on Mother Han trial

by PhD. Juraj Lajda (Doctor of Philosophy), lecturer and
publisher, former political prisoner under the communist regime
in Czechoslovakia.

Prague, 16th July 2026 - I was truly shocked when I heard the
news that special prosecutors in South Korea had requested a

13-year prison sentence for 83-year-old Hak Ja Han (22X},

the co-founder of the Family Federation for World Peace and
Unification and a spiritual leader whom I hold very dear.

Juraj Lajda today (2024)

I was astonished that prosecutors in a democratic country would
seek a much harsher punishment than the one imposed on me and 17 fellow young members of the
Family Federation by an East European communist regime in 1974. The draconian sentence requested in
South Korea makes the three- and four-year prison terms we received in former Czechoslovakia seem
almost "mild". I myself was sentenced to three years and two months behind bars, while AlZzbeta (Betka)
Daniskova, then the national leader of our movement, received four years and four months.

The communist regime was well aware that many aspects of our teachings were incompatible with
communist ideology.

During the Cold War, members of the Victory Over Communism movement, founded in 1968 by Sun
Myung Moon, were actively engaged - primarily in Japan, South Korea, and Western democracies - in
exposing the true nature of communism and Marxism-Leninism while presenting their own alternative
vision.

Despite opposition from left-wing groups on university campuses and in the media, our activists in
democratic countries were able to continue their activities.

The situation was very different in communist countries. Members who spread Rev. Moon's teachings



soon came into conflict with regimes founded on Marxism-Leninism, which generally regarded religion

as the "opium of the people."

Before long, Rev. Moon's followers in communist Czechoslovakia came into conflict with the authorities.
They were arrested, interrogated, prosecuted, and convicted. In the main trial against a group of young
believers, 18 individuals received lengthy prison sentences in what was clearly a show trial. It was evident
that the proceedings were politically motivated.

In communist prison 4 years and 4
months, despite serious health
condition: Alzbeta (Betka)
Daniskova, here in February 2024

Years later, this was confirmed by the defense attorney
representing the principal defendant, Alzbeta Daniskova. He
recalled that when he was assigned the case, he initially assumed
that some mistake had been made. More than 20 young people
had been taken into custody without sufficient evidence. When
he argued before the court that there was no justification for such
severe repression or prolonged pretrial detention, his objections
were dismissed.

Over time, he came to understand that this was a political trial in
which the evidence was ultimately irrelevant. It had already been
decided that these young people would not escape punishment.

In July 1974, the court of first instance handed down its verdicts
against 18 members of the group.

Daniskova, the principal defendant, was sentenced to four years
and four months in prison, with no possibility of early release.
This inevitably invites comparison with the sentence now being
sought against Hak Ja Han. If we do the math, the prosecutor's
request for a 13-year prison term is almost exactly three times
the sentence imposed by a communist regime on Alzbeta
Daniskova, despite the fact that South Korea is a democratic
country. Thirteen years is equivalent to three times four years
and four months.

Upon learning of the sentence sought against Hak Ja Han,
Daniskova shared the following reflections:

"I am deeply upset that Dr. Hak Ja Han, the Mother of Peace, has to face these accusations.

In the past, when communism ruled Czechoslovakia from 1948 to 1989, we - students and young
people - were accused of anti-communist activities and sentenced to a combined total of 50 years
in prison. We fought for democracy and freedom. One member of our movement died in prison at

the age of 24.

It seemed that such things could never happen in a democracy.

Died in communist prison under mysterious circumstances: Marie

Zivnd (1973)

More than fifty years have passed since our arrest in 1973, and now, in democratic South Korea -
the homeland of our movement's founder - his wife, the mother of his 14 children, and a woman
who has dedicated her entire life to promoting peace based on the ideal of the Kingdom of




Heaven, faces imprisonment.
What an incomprehensible twist of history!

We believe in the justice of the judiciary of the Republic of Korea, considering Dr. Hak Ja Han's
lifelong contribution to building a peaceful future for humanity."

See also Shared Prison Experience: Resonance of Two Souls

See also Echoes of Communist Abuse in South Korea, 2025

Text: Dr. Juraj Lajda (Doctor of Philosophy), lecturer and publisher, former political prisoner
under the communist regime in Czechoslovakia.
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