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As Mother Han has spent more than 100
days in a tiny detention cell, a former
political prisoner from Czechia draws a
striking parallel to his own experience of 3
years and 2 months in a communist prison

My Dream

A reflection from Prague, Czechia by PhDr.
Juraj Lajda (Doctor of Philosophy), lecturer
and publisher, former political prisoner under
the communist regime in Czechoslovakia.

See also 18 Survived Years in Communist
Prison, 1 Did Not

See also Tribute to Victim of Despotic
Communist Regime

See also: Echoes of Communist Abuse in South
Korea, 2025

See also: Peaceful Worship Treated as Crime in
China

As we write 4th January 2026, Mother Han —
called "True Mother" by many — has been in
pretrial detention in Seoul for more than 100
days. All hopes for her release have so far gone
unfulfilled. She is enduring circumstances that
few can truly imagine unless they have
experienced them firsthand.

I deeply wish to express my support and to be

close to her. The truest way would have been in person — to meet her, to stand by her side, and even to
endure the same suffering she is facing, to take her place in the detention cell if that were possible.

But this is not possible. I live in Prague, and we are separated by great physical distance. Even entering
her cell in Seoul Detention Center is beyond reach. The power of prayer alone cannot bring my physical

body to her side.

Before Christmas, however, | had a very special, vivid, and intense dream. In this dream, | found myself




in the detention center where True Mother is being held. She approached me and embraced me warmly.
This was not merely a physical embrace, but an inner one — rooted in deep understanding and profound
empathy, where no words were needed. Words so often lead to misunderstanding, yet in this moment,
without words, we understood each other completely. It was a state of inner resonance — resonance
between two souls in harmony, on the same frequency. In such a state, a single look is enough to convey
meaning, feeling, and closeness.

This deep sense of empathy arose from my own experience more than 50 years ago, when | went through
circumstances similar to those True Mother faces now. I, too, lived through a time of persecution and
danger.

More than half a century ago, under a communist regime in what was then called Czechoslovakia, |
experienced severe persecution. Along with 18 other members of the Family Federation there, | was
sentenced to several years in prison on fabricated and false charges. The situation created a profound
sense of shared understanding and belonging with True Mother — an understanding born of having faced
the same threatening and oppressive environment.

In this way, | received an answer to my question and a fulfillment of my desire: how to express my
support for True Mother and draw close to her during this time.

Where Dr. Lajda was imprisoned from 1973 to 1976 - the Palace of Justice in Bratislava, Slovakia

I want her to know that I am with her and thinking of her — not only in the general sense, as millions
around the world surely are — but in a deeper way. | want to convey that | understand her feelings, her
experience, her disappointments, and the realities of daily life in the detention center, because I lived
through them myself more than 50 years ago. In total, | spent three years and two months in prison,
including one year in pretrial detention.

We were accused of subverting the republic because of our faith in and devotion to True Parents, and for
spreading ideas deemed anti-Marxist. In our search for truth, we inevitably came into conflict with
communist laws.

Similarly, | believe that True Mother now pursues a path toward world peace and is being unjustly
persecuted for doing so.

Under communist regimes, the persecution of religious leaders was, to a certain extent, expected.
However, it is deeply troubling that in a democratic country such as the Republic of Korea, religious
persecution can still occur, and believers can be put behind bars.

In conclusion, | wish to affirm my faith and conviction that True Mother knows | am with her. | wish that
this closeness were not only experienced in a dream, but also in reality. At the same time, I hold firm
hope and belief that she will be released from detention soon.
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