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Experts have referred to the growing collaboration of North Korea, Iran, 

Russia and China as the “axis of authoritarianism.” North Korea has a well-

known missile connection with Iran and is growing closer to Russia and 

China. Iran's relations with Russia and China have also grown much closer. 

And now we have a conflict in the Middle East brought on by Hamas, a proxy 

of Iran. The elephant in the room is that Iran has proven its ability to enrich 

uranium to weapons grade, and unless we fundamentally change our policy 

toward Iran, the next Middle East conflict will be even more dangerous than 

today. And there is always a next time. 

 

Join Amb. Robert G. Joseph, PhD, Senior Scholar at the National Institute of 

Public Policy and a former Undersecretary of State and advisor to President 

George W. Bush on WMD, along with Amb. Joseph DeTrani, former U.S. 

envoy to the six-party talks and Dr. Alexandre Mansourov, professor of 

security studies at Georgetown, as we examine this aspect of the world 

order. 

 

This forum will be held on Tuesday, November 7, 2023 at 2 PM ET, 

livestreamed on washingtonbrief,org. Register 

at: washingtonbrief,org/register 
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Register ahead of time and watch the live show on 
Tuesday at 2 PM ET. 
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Experts have referred to the growing collaboration of North Korea, Iran, Russia and China as 

the "axis of authoritarian ism." North Korea has a we ll-known missile connection w ith Iran and 
is growing closer to Russia and China. Iran's relations w ith Russia and China have also grown 

much closer: And now we have a conflict in the Middle East brought on by Hamas, a proxy of 

Iran. The elephant in the room is that Iran has proven its ab ility to enrich uranium to 

weapons grade, and unless we fundamentally change our policy toward Iran, the next M iddle 
East confli ct w ill be even more dangerous than today. And there is always a next time. 

Jo in Amb. Robert G. Joseph, PhD, Senior Scho lar at the National Institute of Public Poli cy and a 
former Undersecretary of State and advisor to President George W Bush on WMD, alo ng 
w ith Amb. Joseph DeTrani, former U.S. envoy to the six-party talks and Dr. Alexandre 

Mansourov, professor of security studies at Georgetown, as we examine this aspect of the 

world order. 
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