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The To kyo H igh Co u rt U n i fi cat i o n
Ch u rch Dec i s i o n . 6 . Who Wi l l P rotect
th e Be l i eve rs?
by Mass i mo I nt rov igne | Apr 1 , 2026 | Op-ed s G l o ba l

Th e co u rt a ss u res u s t hat i n d iv i d u a l d evotees
wi l l n ot be d i sc r i m i n ated aga i n st . Th e rea l i ty i s
d i ffe re n t .

by Massimo Introvigne

Arti c l e 6 of 6 . Read a rti c le 1 , a rti c le 2, a rt i c l e 3 , a rt i c l e 4, a nd a rti c l e 5 .

A few hours after the dissolution decision was announced, believers all overJapan were

preventedfrom entering the premises of their local churches. Al-generated.

The H igh Cou rt recogn izes that d i ssolvi ng th e Un i fi cat i on Chu rch as a re l ig iou s

corporat i o n cou l d s ign i fi ca nt ly affect the da i ly l ives of h u nd red s of thousa nds of

haVe suTref d̂ o ue'id'Tne'i r pastneSwit rf tn e'^nufcn;' tn e actudrnumberdT -

devotees whose re l ig ious freedom and da i l y l ives a re now at ri sk i s much greater.

The cou rt so lemn ly p roc la im s that i t d oes not wa nt to i n te rfe re wi th th e i n d ivid ua l

re l ig iou s l i berty of be l i evers . They "a re not prevented from contin u i ng an

u n i n co rpo rated re l ig i o us o rga n i zat i o n o r from newly form i ng one, n or a re th ey

p revented from perfo rm i ng re l ig i o u s acts o r newly p re pa ri ng fac i l i t i es a n d

materia l s for use i n su ch a cts . That i s, a d i sso l ut i o n ord e r i s not attended by a ny

l ega l effect whatsoeve r p ro h i b it i ng or rest r i ct i ng the re l ig io us a cts of be l i evers ."

The dec i s io n even attempts to a rgue that the corporate freedom of re l ig ion of the

be l i eve rs' commu n i ty w i l l st i l l be p rotected : "They a re not preve nted from

conti n u i ng the 'Fa m i ly Fed e rat ion fo r Wo r ld Pea ce and Un ifi cat io n' as a re l ig ious

o rgan i zat ion wi thout lega l pe rso na l i ty, n o r a re th ey prevented from estab l i sh i ng a

new re l ig i ou s orga n i zat i on . Th us, it can not be sa id th at th ey wou ld be unab le to

condu ct re l igio us act ivit i es as a n o rgan i zat ion ."

S i nce th e re l ig i ou s corpo rat i o n ceases to ex i st, th e emp loyment contracts

between it a nd i ts pa stors a n d other emp loyees "a re genera l l y u n d e rstood to

te rm i nate" (a lthough th ey may conti nu e for a wh i l e as emp loyees of the

corporati on 's l i q u id ator, but wi thout ca rryi ng out re l igiou s act ivit i es) . H oweve r,

the H igh Cou rt n otes that "a lthough th e emp loyment contra cts between th e

emp loyees an d th e appe l l a nt [the U n i fi cat ion Chu rch ] as a j u rid i ca l pe rson wou ld

l ega l ly term i nate, it rema i ns poss i b l e that those emp l oyment re la t ionsh i ps cou ld

cont i n u e a s emp loyment contracts between th e emp l oyees a nd the re l ig ious

o rgan i zat ion i n i ts non- i nco rporated form ." I n the worst case sce na ri o, the H igh

Cou rt assumes that these pasto rs a n d other emp loyees wou ld fi nd comfort i n the

p rospect of su rvivi ng on "unemp l oyment i nsu ra nce a nd pu b l i c ass i sta n ce ."

As fo r the soc ia l d i sc r im i nat i o n of be l i eve rs, the H igh Cou rt vi rtu o u s ly comments

that "there i s no j u st ifi cat ion fo r the appe l l a nt's be l i evers to be subjected to socia l

d i sc rim i nation , exc l us io n , or pe rsecut io n as a resu l t of th e d isso l uti o n o rd e r

aga i nst th e appe l l a nt. ( N eed l ess to say, soc ia l d i sc r im i nat ion , exc l usion , or

persec ution aga i nst th e appe l l a nt's be l i eve rs i s impe rm iss i b l e u n der a ny
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c i rcu msta nces , rega rd less of the reasons) ."

Wi th a l l th ese nob le wo rds, th e co u rt a dm i ts that th e resu lt of th e d i sso l ut ion

o rder i s that, w itho ut wa i t i ng for the outcome of the reco u rse fi l ed by the Chu rc h

wi th the Supreme Cou rt (a J a pa nese lega l a noma ly) , a l i q u idato r wi l l immed iate ly

ta ke possess i on of the a ssets of the re l ig i ou s co rpo rat io n , i nc l u d i ng p la ces of

wo rsh i p , offi ces, a nd ban k a ccounts . It eu phem isti ca l ly ca l l s th ese "some

i mped iments" that may affect the be l ievers as "i nd i rect" co nseq uen ces of the

d isso l ut i o n o rd er .

Immed iate ly means immed iate ly. W i th i n h ou rs of the a nnouncement of th e

d isso l uti o n decision , l awyers a nd po l i ce offi cers a ppea red at the majority of th e

260 Un i fi cat i o n Chu rch p la ces of wors h i p th ro ughout Ja pa n , se ized a l l assets,

confiscated the keys, a nd to ld be l ievers they wou ld not be a l lowed to enter the

p rem ises . As reported by atto rn ey Patri c i a D uva l i n a statement at the U n ited

Nat i o n s i n Geneva, a d evote e revea l ed that "Eve n befo re the H igh Cou rt's dec i s i o n

was made pub l i c , a p p rox imate ly 1 ,000 lawye rs a n d po l i ce offi cers a ppea red to

have co l l a borated to ensu re that th e l i q u i dation p rocess went smooth ly. Desp ite

assu ra nces from the gove rnment a nd the cou rts that re l ig ious freedom wou ld be

p rotected eve n after th e corporation's d i sso l uti on , we qu i ckly fou nd ou rse lves

u na b l e to p ract i ce ou r re l ig i o n . The simu l ta neou s d ispatch of l i q u i dators to

chu rches across the co u ntry resemb led a mass ive i nvest igation i nto a cr im i na l

o rgan i zat ion . Ch u rches a cross th e country were c l osed d u ri ng the d issol ut ion ,

l eavi ng be l i eve rs without a p lace of worsh i p ."

Even befo re th e d isso l ut ion , loca l c i ty cou nc i l s a nd hote l s refused to rent rooms to

U n ifi cat ion Chu rch membe rs, c l a im i ng th ey we re pa rt of a n "a nti - soc ia l "

o rgan i zation . I f they cannot use the prem ises se ized by the l iq u idator no r rent

oth e r p laces , where shou ld th ey gather for the i r re l ig ious a ct ivi t i es? Are th ese j ust

" im ped iments"? What about the H igh Cou rt's assu ra n ce that be l i eve rs "wou l d not

be preve nted from perfo rm i ng re l ig ious acts'? Who is protect i ng the fo l lowers

from "soc ia l d i sc rim i nat ion"?

Al tho ugh the l a tter q u estio n rema i ns unanswered , a nothe r q u est ion has a n easy

answer. Who i s act ive ly p romot i ng d i sc r im i nation aga i n st U n ifi ca t io n Chu rch

be l i evers? Both the Nationa l N etwork of Lawyers Aga i nst Sp i r i tua l Sa les and the

J a pa n Fede rat io n of Ba r Assoc ia t ions , wh ic h have long-sta nd i ng enm i ty towa rd th e

Chu rch , i ss u ed statements afte r the d isso l u t ion o rder .

U nbe l i evab ly, th e Netwo rk a rgu es that th e ha rs h mea su res imposed on

U n ifi cation Chu rch be l ieve rs fo l low i ng the d i sso l u t ion a re i nsuffi c ient. I t ca l l s for

new laws rest r i ct i ng the i r r ights to prose lyti ze a nd co l l ect do natio ns, whethe r as

i nd ivid ua l be l i evers or on beha lf of a ny newly esta b l i shed o rga n i zations . I t a l so

wants ex-membe rs who spea k p ub l i c ly aga i nst the Chu rch (those soc io l og i sts ca l l

"a postates") to be p rotected from "defamat i on a nd s la nde r." The law provides

b road protecti on aga i nst defamati on . However, it a p pea rs th e Network see ks an

add itio na l safegua rd—a spec ifi c sh ie ld that wou ld prevent i n dependent

j ou rna l i sts a n d scho la rs from expos i ng th e a postates' assert io ns when th ey deem

those c la ims fa l se .

Family Federation members protestingfor religious liberty in Hiroshima, 2024.

The Network i ns i sts that "on ly a very sma l l port i on of vi ct ims h ave re po rted the i r

d amages ." The statement im p l i es that eve ry second - or th i rd -ge ne rat ion member

is a "v i ct im ," a l th ough most of th em "have not yet s po ken out." I n fact, every ch i l d

born to pa rents who be l i eve i n the U n ifi cation Chu rch 's teach i ngs i s a potent i a l

vi ct im .

The numbe r of victims is th erefore l im it l ess . The Re l igious Co rpo ration Act a nd

the Art i c l es of I ncorporati on of th e Chu rch state that on ce a d isso lved e nti ty's

l i q u i datio n i s fi n i shed and vict ims (a n d th e i r l awye rs) have been pa id , a ny

rema i n i ng assets shou ld be tra nsfe r red to a n enti ty des ignated by the or ig i na l

o rgan i zation . Lawyers a re c reat i ng a system to ensu re that n o a ssets are l eft

beh i nd , a s new c la i ms from add i t ion a l "vi ct im s" w i l l conti n ue to a r i se, potenti a l ly

forever.

I n th e u n l i ke ly event that a nyth i ng rema i ns, the H igh Cou rt ha s a l ready i nc l u ded i n

i ts d ecis ion ma l i c iou s comments a bout Tench i Se i kyo , the re l ig iou s orga n i zat ion

l ega l ly i nco rporated s i nce 1 987 , wh i ch , s i n ce 2009, the U n ifi cat i o n Ch u rch h a s

i nd icated shou ld rece ive its res id ua l assets i n the event of d isso l u t ion . Essent ia l ly,

th p N i a h Cm i rt n ntp d t h at Tp n r h i ^p i kvn a n d i tc M pa d P ri pct h a d rn n c i cfp ntlv
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ma i nta i ned friend ly re la t ions with the U n i fi ca t io n Chu rc h and ca n not be

cons id e red tru ly i nd ependent from th e Chu rch . N atu ra l ly, a ch u rch wou ld want its

assets to pass to a fri e n d ly re l ig iou s orga n izat ion . I t wou l d be st ra nge fo r i t to

des ignate a host i l e grou p .

The Network c la ims that "u n l ess some p rovi s i on i s made," some assets of th e

d isso lved Un ifi cat i on Ch u rch may end up wi th Ten ch i Se i kyo, wh ich is accused

(wi th out evid e n ce ) of havi ng a l so vict im ized "many vict ims of the U n ifi cat ion

Chu rch ." Th e J a pa n Federatio n of Ba r Assoc i at i o n s recogn i zed that the provis ion

for transferri ng th e res id ua l assets to Te n ch i Se i kyo is l ega l l y va l i d , a nd states that

"it i s essentia l to ta ke lega l measu res, such as esta b l i sh i ng a n except io n to the

ru les rega rd i ng th e d istr i bution of rema i n i ng assets i n th e case of d i sso l utio n by

o rder, before the l i q u id at i o n proced u res a re com p l eted . " I t a l so a sks for fu rth er

l egi s l at i o n to "ta ckle the fu nda menta l prob lems re lated to the a nt i soc ia l re l igi o u s

activi t i es that l i e be neath th e surface" a nd extend the "protecti o n" of "seco nd-

gen erat io n mem bers" to oth er "re l ig ious gro ups. "

These comments a re very i n te rest i ng beca use th ey show that the left- l ea n i ng a nti -

U n ifi cat ion -Ch u rch lawye rs, who sta rted th e i r po l i t i ca l ly mot ivated cam pa igns

aga i nst the U n ifi cati o n Chu rch i n 1 987 , are not h a ppy wi th j ust d i sso lvi ng the

o rgan izat ion . They a l so n eed to keep worki ng, fi nd i ng new ta rgets fo r the i r efforts .

Wh i l e the H igh Cou rt c l a im s that th ose who be l i eve i n the message of Reverend

Moon and Mother H a n as th e Tru e Pa rents "a re not p revented from conti n u i ng a n

u n i nco rporated re l ig i o us organ izati o n o r from newly form i ng one," the m i l i ta nt

l awye rs ca l l fo r mea s u res to e ra d i cate a ny gro up that w i l l co nt i n u e to promote

th i s be l i ef. Th ey a lso hope to use the H igh Cou rt d eci s ion a s a p recedent to ta rget

oth e r grou ps. Most u nfortu nate ly, the H igh Cou rt's comments attac ki ng the

U n ifi cat ion Chu rch th eo logy d i rect ly a nd p romoti ng th e pseudo-sc ie nt ifi c theo ry

of m i nd contro l offe r a so l i d fou ndation for th ese cam pa igns . Th e batt l e for

re l igiou s l i berty i n J a pan is enter ing a n ew phase .

J a pa n , Re l ig ious Li be rty, U n ifi ca t io n Chu rch

Mass i mo I n t rovigne

Mass imo I ntrovigne ( born J u n e 1 4, 1 9 55 i n Rome) i s a n

I ta l i a n soc i o log ist of re l ig ions . H e i s the founder a nd

ma nagi ng d i recto r of the Center fo r Stud ies o n New

Re l i g i on s (C ESN U R) , a n i n te rnationa l netwo rk of scho l a rs

who stu dy n ew re l ig io us movements . I n t rov igne is th e

a uth o r of some 70 books a nd more th a n 1 00 a rti c les i n the fie l d of

soc io l ogy of re l ig i o n . H e was the ma i n a uthor of the Enciclopedia delle

religioni in Italia ( E n cycloped ia of Re l ig i o ns i n I ta ly) . H e is a mem ber of th e

ed ito ri a l boa rd fo r th e I nte rd i sc i p l i na ry l ou rna l of Resea rch on Re l ig io n and

of the execut ive board of U n ive rs i ty of Ca l iforn i a Press' Nova Re l ig io . F rom

Ja n u a ry 5 to Decem be r 3 1 , 20 1 1 , he h as served as th e "Representative o n

com bat i ng rac i sm, xenophob ia a nd d i sc rim i nat ion , wi th a spec ia l focu s on

d i sc rim i nati on aga i nst Ch ri sti ans and mem be rs of oth e r re l ig i o n s" of

th e O rga n iza t i on for Secu r i ty a nd Co-operat i o n i n Eu ro pe (OSC E ). F rom

20 1 2 to 20 1 5 he served as cha i rperson of the Obse rvato ry of Re l ig ious

L i berty, i n st itu ted by the I ta l ia n M i n i st ry of Fore ign Affa i rs i n ord e r to

mon i tor prob l ems of re l ig i ou s l i berty o n a wo r l dwide sca l e .
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