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Th e Chin ese Communi st Party ce l e b rates
J apan's court ruling a s a we l come boost to i ts
g l o bal campaign again st an unwe l come church.
by Massimo Introvigne

China rejoices in the Tokyo High Court decision and its geopolitical consequences. Al-

generated.
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Ch i na reacted to the To kyo High Court's disso l ut i o n of th e Un i fi cation Church wi th

the enth us iasm of someone d iscover i ng that a ne ighbo r, l ong suspected of mora l

l ax ity, has fi na l ly begun to behave "p ro pe rly." On Ma rch 24, 2026, the Ch i na

AntiX ie J i a o Assoc iation i ssued a statement th at l ooks l i ke a congratu la tory

te legram m ixed wi th a recru i tment b rochu re . "Xie j i ao" i s a n exp ress i o n that

many, i nc l u d i ng th e Ch i nese government i tse lf, t rans la te as "evi l cults ." St i ll , i t h as

been used in China to des ignate religions that the gove rnment ha s pro h ib i ted

s i nce th e ea rly M i ddle Ages , a nd it l itera l l y means "organ ization s s pread i ng

heterodox tea c h i ngs ." Most scho la rs do not tra ns l a te "x i e ji ao" a nd s imp ly

tra ns l i te ra te th e express io n , as they do fo r "Q igong," "Kung Fu," a nd other

qu intessentia l Ch i n ese express ions .

The Ch ina Anti -Xi ej ia o Assoc ia tio n , wh ich p roud ly descr i bes i tse l f as the la rgest

a nti cul t associati on i n th e wor ld , c l a im s b ra nches i n every c ity, town , a nd remote

vil l age of the Peop le's Repub l i c . Th i s wou ld be impress ive i f i t we re tru e, a n d even

more impress ive i f i t were actual ly a pr ivate o rga n izati o n . I t i s not. I t is a b ra nch of

the Uni ted F ront, th e same Un ited Fro nt that X i J i n p ing on ce cal led th e Pa rty's

"mag i c wand" for co ntro l li ng Ch i n ese soc i ety a nd the Ch i nese d ia spora a broad .

When the Ch ina AntiXie J i ao Assoc ia tio n spea ks, it i s th e CCP speak i ng—j ust wi th a

s l ight ly d i ffe rent l ogo .

The statement beg i n s by summariz ing and p ra is i ng the Tokyo H igh Cou rt's

d ec i s ion . Sti l l , the rea l exc itement comes when it ide nt ifi es what i t cons id ers the

h i sto ri c b rea kthrough: for the fi rst t ime , a re l igi ou s corporat i on i n J a pa n ha s been

d isso lved not for cr im i nal offenses but for c ivil vio l at i on s a l o ne . Th e Assoc ia tio n

wri tes , wi th the sati sfa ction of a teache r watch i ng a s l ow student fi nal ly grasp a

l esson , "Th is case esta b l i s h es the j u d ic ia l p r i n c ip le that 'c ivi l vio l at i on s a re

suffi c i e nt grou nds fo r d i sso l u t ion , ' ma rking a c ruc ia l step forward for Ja pan i n

combat i ng econom i c h a rm comm itted unde r the guise of re l igi on ."

The imp l i cat io n i s that Ja pa n , lo ng a ccu sed by Ch i nese commentators of be i ng too

to le ra nt, too democrati c, too enamo red wi th Western n oti ons of re lig iou s

freedom ,

has fi na l ly take n a page from Be ij ing's p l ayboo k . In Ch i na , re l ig io u s o rga n izatio n s

that the government d is l i kes can be c lass i fied a s x ie j i ao a nd e l im i nated wi thout

the i nco nven ience of p roving any cr ime . Now, the CCP-affi l i a ted assoc iat ion

suggests, Japa n is i nch ing towa rd th e same en l igh te n ed approach . Fo r Be iji ng, th i s

l ega l d eve lopment i s a geopolit i ca l vi ctory: a d emocrat i c country appea rs to be



adopt i ng the Ch i nese mode l of manag i ng re l ig i o n .
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Japan high cou rt upho lds
d issolution orde r for Unifica tion
Church

The ChinaAnti-Xie-Jiao's association statement.

Havi ng app la uded J a pan for i ts n ewfound rigo r, the statement moves on to a

target Be ij ing fi nd s eve n mo re interest i ng tha n the Un ifi ca t io n Chu rch : Japan's

P rime Mi n i ster Sanae Taka i ch i . H e r views on Taiwan and other sens it ive i ssues

have i rr i ta ted the CCP, which perce ives her as a da nger. The d i sso l u t ion case,

therefore, becomes a conven ient st i ck wi th wh ich to beat he r. The statement

repeats a l l egati on s c i rcu lated byJapanese left i st po l i t i c i a ns a n d med ia that

Ta ka i c h i h as "d eep t i es with the Un ifi cat io n Chu rch" a nd eve n a "stab le fi na n c i al

re lat ionsh ip" wi th orga n i zat ions affi l i a ted with i t . In J apa n , many cons i der th ese

c la ims fa l se or wi l d ly exaggerated , b ut th e Ch i nese statement t reats them as fact.

"Med ia outl ets ge n e ral ly be l i eve," it dec la res, "that th e lo ng-term i nte ra ct ions

between Taka i ch i a n d others w ith the Un ifi cat i o n Chu rch reflect a controvers ia l

aspect of J apan's po l i t i ca l fu nd i ng ove rs ight system and have become a factor

infl uen c i ng po l i t i ca l i s sues a nd the pub l i c image of re l ated polit i c ians ." Th e phra se

"med ia out lets ge ne ra lly be l i eve" i s do i ng a lot of heavy l i ft i ng here , espec ia lly

s i nce th e out lets in q uesti on a re most ly a nt i cu lt a n d l eft l ean i ng pub l i cat ions,

some wi th unm is ta kab le t i es to Ch i n a . S t i l l , the CCP-contro l l ed o rgan izatio n i ns i sts

that "seve ra l a uthor i ta t ive internation a l med ia outl ets conti n ue to revea l the deep

ties between J apanese Prime Mi n i ster Sa nae Taka i ch i a nd the Un ifi cat io n Chu rch ,"

as though repetit ion a lone could tra nsfo rm speculat ion i n to ev ide nce . The goa l i s

tra nsparent: weapon ize the High Cou rt d ec i s ion to damage a po l i t i c i a n Be iji ng

dis l i kes .

The fina l sect io n of the statement i s the most revea l ing . I t wa rm ly we l comes J apan

as a n ew pa rtner i n Ch i na's l o ng-sta ndi ng campa ign aga i n st the Un ifi cat i on

Chu rch . I t remi n ds rea ders that "I n 1997, th e Un ifi cat io n Chu rch wa s des ignated

as a x i e j i a o by the Ch i n ese gove rnment," a nd notes that Ch inese ci t izens a nd

fore ign vis ito rs sus pected of t ies to the Chu rc h have been a rrested i n Ch ina . The

rea son for th i s hostil ity, the statement exp la i ns, i s that th e Un i fi cati on Church has

cons i stently sp read "a nti commun i st doctr i nes," a nd th at its con nected U .S.

newspape r, "The Wash i ngton Times", i s a ntiCommun i st, a ntiChi n ese , a n d

supported Ameri ca n agen c i es that suggested a poss i b le l a borato ry l eak i n Wuhan

as the o rigi n of the COVID pandem ic . For Be ij ing, thi s is po l i t i ca l heresy. And now,

the CCP-affi l i a ted organ ization suggests wi th evi dent sati sfa ct i on , J a pan—an

Amer i ca n al ly, no less—has jo in ed Chi na i n i ts g lo ba l effo rt to destroy an

antiCommun ist church .

The tone of the statement is a m ixture of t r i umph , vi nd i cat i o n , a nd opportu n i sm .

Ch i na sees i n the Tokyo High Cou rt's dec i s i o n not only the downfa ll of a re l ig ious

movement i t has lo ng desp ised but a l so a cha nce to c l a im i deo log ica l a l ignment

with a democ rati c ne ighbo r a nd to score po l it i ca l po i nts aga inst a p rime m i n i ster

i t v iews as unfr i endly. Whether J a pa n i nte nded any of th i s i s a nothe r matter

enti re ly. But in Be ij i ng's readi ng, the disso l ut io n of the Un ifi cat i o n Chu rch i s mo re

than a J a panese lega l dec i s io n . I t i s a moment of geopo l i t i ca l c lari ty, a s ign that

even democrac i es ca n be pers u aded—under the r ight c i rcumstances—to wa l k a

litt l e c loser to the Ch i nese mode l .

Ch i nese Commun ist Pa rtyjapan , Re l ig i ous Li be rty, U n i fi cat i o n Church

Mass imo Int rovign e

Mass imo I ntrovigne (born Ju n e 14, 1955 in Rome) i s a n

I ta li a n soc io log ist of re l ig ions . H e i s the founder a nd

managi ng d i recto r of the Center fo r Stud ies on New

Re l igi on s (C E SNUR) , a n i n te rnationa l n etwo rk of scho l a rs

who study new re l igious movements. Int rovigne i s the

a utho r of some 70 books a nd more th a n 1 00 a rti c les i n the fie l d of

soc io l ogy of re l ig i on. H e was the mai n a uthor of the Enciclopedia deiie

religion! in Italia ( E n cyc lopedia of Re l ig i o ns i n I ta ly) . H e i s a member of th e

edito ri a l boa rd for the Inte rd i sc i p lina ry l ourna l of Resea rch o n Re l i g i o n and

of the executive board of Un ivers i ty of Ca l iforn i a Press' Nova Re l ig io . F rom

Ja n u a ry 5 to Decembe r 31, 2011, he h as served a s th e " Representative o n

combat i ng ra c i sm, xenophob ia a nd d i sc r im i n at ion , wi th a spec ia l focu s on

d i sc r im i nati on aga i nst Ch r i st i ans and members of other re l ig i o ns" of

th e O rgan i zat i o n for Secur i ty and Co-opera t i o n i n Europe (OSCE ). F rom

20 1 2 to 20 1 5 he served as c ha i rperson of the Obse rvato ry of Re l igious

L i be rty, i n st itu ted by the I ta l ian Mi n i st ry of Fore ign Affa i rs i n ord e r to

mon itor prob l ems of re l igi ous l i berty o n a worldwide sca l e .

www.cesn u r.org/

f in X © 0



READ MORE

Echoes of the Sacred: Jao
Tsung-I's Chinese Religion
Across Five Millennia

Feb 26, 2026

The Mystical Res i stance of
the Surreali sts in
Communist China

Feb 21, 2026

The Luminous Nestor ians :
When Chr i st iani ty Was
Already Chinese

Feb 18, 2026

Email address:

Your email address Q

S ign up

Via Confienza 19

10121 -Torino

I taly

info@b i tte rwinter.org

O X a

— 02

Copyright CESNUR 2025 f X ©

Not ice at collect ion Your Privacy Choices




