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Afte r 2009 , t he n u m be r of i n c i d e nts i nvo lv i ng
a l l eged i m p ro pe r so l i c i ta t i o n of d o na t i on s
d ro p ped to nea r ly ze ro . B ut th e cou rt ma i nta i n s
the p ro b l em st i l l ex i sts .
by Massimo Introvigne

Arti c l e 4 of 6 . Read a rt i c l e 1 , a rt i c le 2 , a nd a rti c l e 3 .

Reverend Moon and Mother Han prayingfor the Church and the world in 2009, the year

of the "Declaration ofCompliance "

The H igh Cou rt's ru l i ng to d isso lve th e U n i fi cat io n Ch u rch as a re l ig i ou s

o rgan i zat ion is gro unded i n th e c la im that it e ngaged i n i l l ega l so l i c ita t ion of

donati on s . Howeve r, the Chu rch a rgues that such so l i c itatio n ceased i n 2009,

except i n very few cases. The refo re , d i sso lving th e orga n izat ion i n 2026, ba sed o n

p ra ct i ces th e Chu rch had la rge ly e l im i nated 1 7 yea rs ea rl i e r, seems u n reasonab le .

The dec is io n h igh l ights h ow, a l though the Chu rch had imp lemented measu res

si nce 1 987 to add ress th e p rob lemati c activi t ies of the com pany Happy Wor l d

(d i scu ssed i n the previous a rti c l e of th i s se r i es ) , i t became i ncreas i ngly awa re i n

membe rs at ri sk of crim i na l a n d c ivi l act i o n s . Wh i l e the cou rt states th at th e

crim i na l senten ce aga i n st be l i evers i n th e Sh i nse i Ltd . case (a l so covered ea rl i e r)

wa s the i mmed iate tr igger for th e C hu rch's response, it i s a l so tru e that, i n 2008,

the Act on Spec ifi c Com merc ia l Transaction s was amended to become

s ign ifi cant ly st r i cte r, p r i ma ri ly to protect co n sume rs better.

As a resu lt, i n 2009, th e Chu rch i ssu ed a "Comp l i a nce Dec l a rat ion , " wh i ch th e

ve rd i ct d i scusses at l e ngth not as a s i ngl e document but as a p l u ra l i ty of offi c i a l

i nstru ct io ns sent to mem bers i n 2009 , fo l lowed by i n terp ret ive texts i n

su bseq u e nt yea rs . The la test gu i de l i nes, co nfi rm i ng that these d i rect ives we re i n

fu l l force a nd i nc lu d i ng new i nstructions, were sent to mem bers i n 2022 and 2023

i n th e wa ke of the Abe assass i nat ion and th e controve rs ies that fo l lowed .

The cou rt recogn izes that th ese d i rect ives we re compre hens ive . Th ey i n c l ud ed

deta i l ed i nstru ct ions not to encou rage or so l i c it donati on s by l i nk i ng th em to the

ka rm ic re l at io nsh i ps of ancesto rs, a n d to avo id rece ivi ng don at i o ns that a re

d ispropo rt ionate to the fo l lowers' eco nom ic c i rcumsta n ces . The d i rect ives a l so

spec ifi ed that d on at ions shou ld come from i nd ivi d u a l s who have ad equate ly

stu d ied the U n ifi cat ion doct r i n e , a n d that the rec i p ient shou l d be c lea r ly i dentifi ed

as the Un i fi cati on Ch u rch . Add it i o na l ly, th ere were ru l es aga i nst so l i c i t i ng

don at i o n s from devotees with menta l h ea l th i s sues o r who appea red se n i l e .

Rega rd i ng donations from o l d er peop l e, members were advised to consid e r

factors su ch as the i r d ec i s i on -ma k i ng ab i l i ty, fa i th , l i v i ng c i rcu msta nces, a n d fa m i ly

s i tuation to preve nt i ssu es a ri s i ng from u n reasonab le donat io ns.

I f a nyth i ng, as th e H igh Cou rt acknowledges, measu res ta ken after the Abe

assass i natio n were even more st r i ct, a nd the Chu rc h esta b l i shed a n I nde pend ent

Com pensat i on Comm ittee, i nc l u d i ng nat ion a l ly renowned l awyers, to q u i ck ly

re imbu rse d i ssati sfi ed do nors .

And when , fo l lowi ng th e emot iona l react io ns to Abe's shooti ng, the government

passed a new law on re l ig ious donat i on s, th e Chu rch i mmed iate ly vowed to

comp ly, even tho ugh many expe rts crit ic i zed the law as a th reat to re l ig i ou s

l i be rtv. Pa rentheti ca l lv. the H igh Cou rt dec i s io n u ses th i s 2023 law retroactive lv to
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eva l u ate th e Ch u rch's a ctions befo re it was enacted . I t c l a ims, u nconvi nc i ng ly, that

th i s i s not a case of retroact ive law enforcement beca use the 2023 statute

c la ri fi ed a n d i n terp reted provis i o ns that were im p l i c it ly i n c l ud ed i n ea rl i e r l aws .

The measu res i nt roduced by the Chu rch to end "sp i r i tua l sa les" a nd im proper

so l i c i ta t ion of donat io ns shou l d have c l osed th e case . S i nce i t i s i l l og i ca l to d i sso lve

a re l igious co rpo ration for s i ns, whether rea l or pe rce ived , comm itted mo re th a n

fi fteen yea rs ago, a nd that i t h as s i nce l ea rned not to repeat, th e logi ca l

conc l u sion i s that th e Chu rc h shou l d not be d i sso lved .

Co ntrary to common reason i ng, the H igh Cou rt ho lds that th e Comp l i a nce

Dec la ration a nd i ts gu i de l i n es fa i l ed to ad equate ly add ress the p rob lem of i l l i c i t

so l i c ita tion of donat io ns. To suppo rt th i s c l a im , the cou rt contra d i cts i ts own

ca l cu lations . The ru l i ng ma i n ly d epend s on counti ng cases whe re the Chu rch lost

c ivi l l awsu i ts . I t l i sts th ree cases where donors su ccessfu l ly sued th e Ch u rch over

don at i o n s or t rave l expe n ses to Ko rea—costs that a fo rmer be l i eve r l ate r

regretted—dat i ng from after th e 2009 Com p l i a nce Dec l a ration , s pec i fi ca l ly

between 20 1 0 a nd 20 1 3 . No cases of donations after 20 1 3 a re mentioned .

Add it i on a l ly, th e H igh Cou rt c i tes a s i ngle sett lement i nvo lvi ng a dono r who, after

be i ng a Chu rch mem be r fo r j ust five months i n 20 1 6 , rece ived a refun d .

C l ea r ly, fou r cases over 1 5 yea rs do not i nd icate a t rend . They me re ly s how that

the mechan ism mandated by th e Comp l i ance Dec la rat io n too k some yea rs to be

fi rm ly esta b l i shed . Mea nwh i l e, th e cases d ec rea sed to a ha ndfu l a nd eventu a l ly to

zero .

However, th e H igh Cou rt i ntroduces two new, u n usua l categories. The fi rst

i nc l ud es cases where th e re i s "a co n s idera b le poss i b i l ity" that do n at io ns we re

u n l awfu l ly so l i c ited afte r the Comp l i a nce Dec la rati on . I n th i s category, the H igh

Cou rt i denti fied on ly two cases : a 2024 Sup reme Cou rt dec i s io n ove rtu rn i ng

p revio us ru l i ngs favo ra b l e to th e U n ifi cat i o n Ch u rch a nd a settl ement. I n the two

cases , re latives attem pted a comp l i ca ted reconstruct ion of donations made by a

deceased be l iever a nd a be l i ever who had a l l eged ly lost menta l ca pac ity.

Esta b l i sh m e nt of To rts 4 th March 3 M iki Dec ision (by persons)
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poss i b i l ity
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Poss i b i l ity cannot
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The different categories oftorts considered by the High Court decision (Miki decision). Source:

Attorney Tatsuki Nakayama.

To reach s ign i fi ca nt n umbe rs, th e H igh Cou rt constru cts a second new category,

the "cases i n wh i c h it ca n not be den ied th at th ere is a poss i b i l i ty" that donati o n s

we re so l i c ited th ro ugh i l l i c i t means afte r the Comp l ia nce Dec la ration . The

d i ffe re n ce with the previous catego ry is th at here there i s a me re "poss ib i l i ty"

rather than "a cons id e rab l e possi b i l i ty." H e re, the H igh Cou rt l i sts sett lements

i nvo lvi ng 1 38 fo rme r members . To c l a im a veneer of fa i rness, i t states that "cases

i n wh ich settl ement was con c l u ded afte r the Shooti ng I nc id e nt [the Abe

assass i nation] i n th i s ca se a re not inc l ud ed , beca u se i t ca n not be ru l ed out th at, i n

l ight of th e he ightened soc ia l c rit i c i sm d i rected at th e Appe l l a n t [the Un i fi cation

Chu rch] , th e Appe l l a nt may have agreed to sett lement even i n cases whe re th e

c la i mants' a l l egatio ns d id not necessa ri ly have s uffi c ient ba s is ."

Howeve r, th e 1 38 l i sted cases—a bout ten per yea r from 20 1 0 to 2023—a re not

c lea r ly cases of i l l i c i t post-2009 so l i c i tat i o n of donati o ns. I f they we re, th e H igh

Cou rt wou ld have i n c l ud ed them i n i ts fi rst l ist of post-2009 (b ut p re -20 1 4)

wro ngdo i ngs, wh i ch l i sted on ly th ree civi l d ec i s ions a nd one sett lement. Acco rd i ng

to the cou rt's own words , the 1 38 cases "do not perm i t a co nc l us ive fi nd i ng."

Whethe r donati on s were made after 2009 a nd sol i c i ted th rough im proper means

"ca n not be ru l ed out," but th e oppos i te ca nnot be ru l ed out e ither. I n su m ma ry,

th i s i s p u re ly specu la t ion , a n d no dec i s ion shou ld have been based on it .

The numbe rs be i ng th us i n conc l us ive, th e H igh Cou rt resorts to th ree othe r

a rgu ments to prove that the i l l i c it so l i c itation of donations conti n ued after th e

Com p l i a n ce Dec la rati o n of 2009 . The fi rst i s th at the amou nt of donat ions

rece ived by th e Un i fica t ion C h u rch fl u ctuated but d id n ot substa nt i a l l y dec l i n e

after 2009 . Of cou rse, th i s i s not evi de nce of any wrongdo i ng. I f a nyth i ng, i t p roves

that, notwi thsta nd i ng a l l soc ia l crit i c i sm , most membe rs rema i n ed steadfa st i n the

fa i th . To s upport d i sso l u t ion , the cou rt s ho u ld not prove that donati o n s were

co l l ected , but that they were co l l ected th rough i l l i c it mea n s .

The second a rgument is that, after 2009, the chu rch cont i n u ed to set "n umeri ca l

ta rgets" or q uotas fo r expected donations a nd eva l uated pa stors based on

wheth e r they met th ese quotas . Th e H igh Cou rt ad m its that the system was

gra d u a l ly "m i t igated" a nd that meeti ng th e donat i o n q uota was on ly one of

seve ra l c r i te r i a u sed to eva l u ate pasto rs (accord i ng to the c h u rch , affect i ng th e i r

overa l l oerfo rmance bv 1 0%) . H owever , i t ma i n ta i ns that the ch u rch co u l d



estab l ish h igh nume rica l ta rgets fo r donatio ns aga in i n the futu re—wh i ch is,

aga i n , specu la tion—and i t a ppea rs to cons i d e r b u dget i ng donation s i n a dva n ce as

i n herent ly obj ectionab le .

H e re , th e cou rt fa l l s i nto the common m ista ke of t reati ng p ra cti ces sha red by

many denom i nati ons as u n iq u e when controvers ia l o rgan izati ons adopt them .

Donati ons a re th e p r ima ry sou rce of i ncome for most chu rch es . A budget forecast

that does not accou nt for donations wou ld not make sense for a chu rch . Th e H igh

Cou rt's word i ng is not neutra l ; i t ma l i c i ou s ly redefines budget forecasts as

"q uotas ." Rega rd i ng th e eva l u at ion of pastors, a l l ch u rc hes today requ i re th em to

be wise ma nage rs, not j ust sp i r i tua l l ea de rs . A pastor who ca nnot co l l ect

don at i o n s wou l d n ot be effect ive , a lth ough th i s sh ou ld not be the on ly way to

j udge h is work—and it i sn 't i n th e Un ifi cati o n Chu rch .

The th i rd a rgu ment exposes th e H igh Cou rt's tru e pu rpose . I t repeated ly states

that the im proper so l i c i ta t ion of donat i on s i s l i ke ly to happen aga i n , because the i r

"root ca use l i es i n the Chu rch i tse l f." I t suggests that a s lo ng as th e Ch u rch

p romotes th e u n iversa l m iss ion of th e True Pa rents, a l ong wi th sac rifi ce , d evot ion ,

a nd he l p i ng suffer i ng ancesto rs, it w i l l i nevita b ly conti n ue to gathe r la rge

don at i o n s a nd prompt be l i eve rs to so l i c it co ntri but i o n s un lawfu l ly. Th erefore ,

d i sso l utio n becomes u navo idab le .

I t seems that the court's on ly sati sfact ion wou ld be a p ub l i c ad m iss io n that the

chu rch 's theo l ogy i s fl awed and i n h erent ly a bus ive , coup led wi th a p ledge to

mod i fy or e l im i nate core e lements of th e Un i fi cat ion doctri ne . The dec i s ion

u l t imate ly c i rc les back, showi ng i t does not add ress abuses that a re most ly

corrected but rath e r seeks to suppress the chu rc h based on i ts fu nda menta l

natu re a nd be l i efs .

J a pa n , Re l igious Li be rty, U n ifi cat io n Chu rch

Mass i mo I n t rovign e

Mass imo I ntrovigne ( born J u ne 1 4, 1 955 i n Rome) i s a n

I ta l i a n soc io log ist of re l ig ions . H e is the founder a nd

ma nagi ng d i recto r of the Center fo r Stud ies o n New

Re l igi on s (C ESN U R) , a n i n te rnationa l netwo rk of scho l a rs

who stu dy new re l igio us movements . I nt rovigne is the

a utho r of some 70 books and more th a n 1 00 artic les i n the fie l d of

soc io l ogy of re l ig i o n . H e was the ma i n a uthor of the Enciclopedia delle

religion! in Italia ( E n cyc loped ia of Re l ig i o ns i n I ta ly) . H e i s a member of th e

ed ito ria l boa rd for the I nte rd i sc i p l i na ry l ou rna l of Resea rc h o n Re l ig i o n and

of the executive board of U n ive rs i ty of Ca l iforn i a Press' Nova Re l ig io . F rom

Ja n u a ry 5 to Decem be r 3 1 , 20 1 1 , he h as served as th e "Representative o n

com bati ng rac i sm, xenophob ia a nd d i sc rim i n at ion , wi th a spec ia l focu s on

d isc rim i nati on aga i nst Ch ri stians and membe rs of oth er re l igi o ns" of

th e O rga n izat i on for Secu r ity a nd Co-operat i o n i n Eu rope (OSCE). F rom

20 1 2 to 20 1 5 he served as cha i rperson of the Obse rvato ry of Re l ig ious

L i berty, i n st itu ted by the I ta l ia n M i n i st ry of Fore ign Affa i rs i n ord e r to

mon i tor prob l ems of re l igi ous l i berty on a wo r l dwide sca l e .
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