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The To kyo H igh Co u rt U n i fi cat i o n
Ch u rch Dec i s i o n . 3 . "S p i r i tu a l Sa l es"
a nd Excess ive Do nat i o n s
by Mass i mo I nt rov igne | Ma r 28 , 2026 | Op-ed s G loba l

U l t i mate ly, th e rea so n fo r the d i sso l u t i o n wa s
the a l l eged ma n i p u l a t i o n of d o n o rs . I s th e re
rea l ly e n ough evi d e n ce th at i t h a p pe ned?
by Massimo Introvigne

Arti c l e 3 of 6 . Read a rti c le 1 a n d a rti c le 2 .

"Spiritual sales": some of the itemsJapanese members of the Unification Church (rather than

the Church itself) were accused ofselling at excessive prices, claiming they would bringgood

luck.

The H igh Cou rt dec i s i on affi rm i ng the d i sso l ut io n of the U n ifi cation Chu rch as a

re l ig i ou s o rga n i zat ion descr i bes i t as a profi t-d r iven e nte rpri se that uses

psycho logi ca l ma n i pu la t ion . Th e cou rt a rgues that th i s man i pu l at io n l eaves

vict ims i n a pos i t ion whe re they a re com pe l l ed to donate la rge su ms of money,

e i the r d i rectly o r by pu rcha s i ng a rt i facts suc h as sea l s, m i n ia tu re pagodas, a nd

othe r i tems at pri ces fa r exceed i ng the i r actua l worth . Opponents ca l l ed these

"sp i r itua l sa l es ," a l though la te r th ey exte nded th e te rm to i n c l u de donations

where no phys ica l objects were so ld .

F i rst, the Cou rt refere nces th ree crim i n a l ru l i ngs from 2007 to 2009 i nvo lvi ng

executives a nd sa l espersons of com pan ies that so l d sea l s a nd othe r i tems . I t

h igh l ights the dec i s i o n rega rd i ng Sh i nse i Ltd y wh ich was the on ly case to impose,

o ne yea r a n d s ix months for th e sa les manager, both with a fo u r-yea r probat i on

per iod .

Importa nt ly, these i nd ivid ua l be l i evers' c r im i na l convict io ns a re not ta ke n i n to

accou nt when assess i ng gro u nds for d isso l ution . Th e j udgment mere ly refere n ces

these ca ses as context, poss i b ly to imp ly that the Chu rch i s "a nti -soc ia l ," th ough

th i s i s not exp l i c i t ly stated . C l ea r ly, not a l l c r imes comm itted by members of a

re l igiou s o rga n i zat ion ca n j ustify d i sso lvi ng the e nti re o rgan i zat io n . Othe rwise,

cases i nvo lvi ng pedoph i l e p riests shou ld be grou nds to d i sso lve th e Roman

Catho l i c C h u rch .

Fu rthe rmo re, th e cou rt extens ive ly d i scusses the act ivi t ies of a com pany fou nded

i n 1 97 1 by U n ifi ca t ion C hu rch fo l l owers as Kose i Shoj i Co . , Ltd . , wh ich la ter

renamed i tse lf Se ka i n o Sh iawa se Co . , Ltd . , a nd eventu a l l y became Happy Wo r l d

Co . , Ltd . ("Happy World") . I ts b u s i ness i nvo lved se l l i ng gi n seng p rodu cts, ma rb l e

va ses, pagod a s, a nd sea l s . Al th ough it ac knowledges that i n 1 977 the Kobe D istr i ct

Co u rt acq u i tted its d i recto r a n d othe r executives of a l l c r im i na l cha rges fi l ed

aga i nst th em, the H igh Cou rt i denti fies th e company as the ma i n cu l pri t i n the

"sp i r itua l sa l es."

H a ppy Wo rld i nd eed engaged i n aggress ive a nd object ionab l e pract i ces to se l l its

p rodu cts . Th i s i s a l so a c knowl edged by scho l a rs who a re mem be rs of the

Un ifi cation Chu rch , such as M ichae l L. M ick le r i n h i s book "The Un ifi cation Chu rch

Movement" (Camb ridge : Camb ridge U n ivers i ty P ress, 2022, p . 26) . The dec i s i o n

acknowledges that th e U n i fi cati on Chu rch d i d t ry to re i n i n H appy Wo r ld as ea rly

as 1 987 : " I n Ap ri l 1 987, H appy Wor l d sent a docu ment to the M i n i st ry of Hea lth

a nd We l fa re a nd to the Nat io na l Consu mer Affa i rs Center stat i ng that, effective as

of the e nd of Ma rc h of that yea r, i t ha d not ifie d i ts affi l i a ted d ea lers that the sa l e

of goods i n a manner l i ke ly to give ri se to m isu ndersta nd i ngs common ly referred

to as 'sp i r i tua l sa les' was to be comp lete ly p ro h i b i ted . " Eve ntua l ly, H a ppy Wo r l d

ceased i ts operati ons a l togeth e r .

The cases i nvo lvi ng Happy Wo rl d a nd other compa n ies go ba ck over twenty yea rs .
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Howeve r, th e d isso l ut i on dec i s ion i s not ba sed on these cases b ut o n 26 civi l

j udgments a nd seve ra l i n -co u rt a nd out-of-cou rt sett lements .

The quest io n i s wheth er, i n the absence of crim i na l ve rd i cts, c ivi l d ec i s ion s a re

enough to o rder the d i sso l u t io n of a re l ig io us organ izat i o n . The H igh Cou rt

a cknowledges that Ja pa n ese case law ha s co n s iste nt ly a nswered th i s q u est i o n i n

the negat ive . Su bsequent Ja panese govern ments have a l so ma i nta i ned th i s

i n te rpretation . I n 1 994 a nd 1 998, they res i sted p ressu re from th e a nt i -cu l t

Lawyers' N etwork to see k th e Un i fi cat io n Chu rch's d i sso l u t ion . I n 20 1 2, the

Network sued the government for its refusa l to i n i t i a te a d isso l ut ion ca se, b ut the

gove rnment won . Afte r S h i nzo Abe's assa ss i nat i o n , P r ime M i n i ster Ki s h ida i n it i a l ly

sa id that p u rsu i ng a d isso l u tion was imposs i b le beca use there were no cr im i na l

convict ions aga i nst the Chu rch . However, as the H igh Cou rt reca l l s, wi th i n 24

hou rs, Ki sh id a reversed h i s sta n ce a nd an nou nced that c ivi l verd i cts we re enough

to pu rsue d i sso l ution .

The H igh Cou rt a sserts it d oes not ba se its d eci s i on o n K i s h id a's op i n io n b ut

i nstea d on a S up reme Cou rt ru l i ng from Ma rch 3, 2025 . Th i s ru l i ng concerned a

non -pena l fine im posed on th e Chu rch's then P res i d e nt Ta n a ka for fa i l i ng to fu l ly

respond to questions from the M i n i st ry of Ed u cation , Cu ltu re , Spo rts, Sc ience a nd

Tech no logy (M EXT). I n that ru l i ng, wh ich a ppea red i ntended to i nfl ue nce the

To kyo D ist r i ct Cou rt's then-u pcom i ng fi rst-d egree dec i s ion o n d i sso l u t ion , the

Su preme Cou rt empha s ized th at c ivi l torts a re suffi c i ent gro u nds for d i sso lvi ng a

re l igiou s orga n i zat ion .

N e i the r the Su preme Cou rt nor the H igh Cou rt c l a r i fi ed why they reve rsed

decad es' worth of case l aw. I t seems that th i s u nconventiona l i n te rpretat ion of the

Re l igi ou s Corporati o n Act was ta i l o red s pec i fi ca l ly to ta rget the Un i fi cat i on

Chu rch . Perhaps th i s was done wi thout cons id e ri ng th e poss i b l e effects on

n umerou s other re l ig i ou s gro ups, most of wh ich have neve r bee n accused of a ny

crimes but cou l d st i l l fa ce c ivi l l awsu its . One of Ja pan's most prom i nent Buddh i st

mon ks rema rked i n a n i nterview that th i s a rgument for d i sso l ut ion th reatens a l l

re l ig ions a nd temp les .

I n a dd it ion to th e 26 c ivi l j u dgments, the H igh Cou rt noted that the Chu rch had

sett led seve ra l c ivi l cases . I t su m ma ri zed the verd i cts a nd settlements th rough

ca lcu la t ion s as evid ence of i l l ega l so l i c ita t ion of do nat ions.

Th i s a p p roach i s i n herent ly fl awed . A sett lement d i ffers fu nd amenta l ly from a

ve rd i ct. I n a sett lement, pa rt i es, without a dm itt i ng the oppos i ng a rgu ments, agree

on a comp romise to avo id pro longed l i t igat ion . Any law schoo l u ndergra d uate

wou ld see th at compa r i ng settl ements wi th cou rt dec i s io ns i s i l l og i ca l . Mo reove r,

th i s pos it io n may dete r re l ig ious corpo rat ions from sett l i ng c ivi l cases i n the

futu re, fea ri ng that the i r sett l ements cou ld be used as evi dence i n l ate r

d i sso l ut i o n p roceed i ngs .

A victim ofdeprogramming: Unification Church member Dr. Hirohisa Koide tells his story at

the United Nations in Geneva in 2025.

Pe rhaps beca u se of w id es pread domesti c a nd i nternat io na l c r i t i c i sm, the H igh

Cou rt d ec id ed to add ress the Un i fi cat io n Ch u rch's object io n that "wi th respect to

the cases i nvo lvi ng j ud i c i a l sett lements a nd out-of-cou rt sett lements . . . most of the

attorneys who accepted those cases we re membe rs of the Nat iona l N etwork of

Lawyers Aga i nst S p i r i tua l Sa l es, a nd su c h atto rneys have h a b i tua l ly made fa l se

a l l egat io ns a nd fa b ri ca ted evid e n ce, so the i r asse rtions l ack cred i b i l i ty. Ch r i st i a n

pastors hosti l e to the Appe l l a nt [th e Un i fi cat ion Chu rch] as heret i ca l a nd

p rofess i o n a l dep rogra mmers have ca u sed pa rents of be l i evers of the Appe l l a nt to

a bduct a n d confi ne su ch be l i evers, h ave gon e to th e p l aces of confi nement to

persuade th em to withd raw from the Appe l l a nt, a n d have forc i b ly made th em

renou n ce the i r fa ith , wi th the resu l t that su ch 'a postates' ca me to ha rbor h ost i l i ty

a nd hat red towa rd the Appe l l a nt a nd to make fa l se a l l egat io ns a nd statements

without hes itat ion ; beca u se the p l a i nt i ffs a n d c la imants i n th e sett lement cases

a re su ch 'a postates, ' the i r a l l egations a n d statements lack cred i b i l i ty."

Actua l l y, d ep rogrammed "apostates" not on ly ho ld "hosti l ity" towa rds th e

U n ifi cation Chu rch , b ut i n severa l documented cases , th ey were to l d they might

face re-co nfi nement i f they refu sed to sue the Chu rch .

Th i s is a seri ou s a n d im po rta nt i ss u e , o n wh i ch enti re boo ks h ave bee n wri tten ,



ra i s i ng doubts a bout th e enti re a rgument that, beca use th e Chu rch l ost some c ivi l

cases a nd sett led othe rs, i t sh ou ld be d isso lved . The H igh Cou rt's response i s , wi th

a l l d u e respect, a bsu rd .

The cou rt states th at " i f the a l l egation s a nd statements of the p la i nt iffs, c l a i mants,

o r the i r attorneys i n the settl ement cases t ru ly l a c ked a l l c red ib i l ity, then there

wou ld be no poss i b i l ity that to rt ious co nd u ct had occu rred . I n that event. . . it i s

d i ffi cu l t to th i n k that the Appe l l a nt [th e Un i fi cation Chu rch] wou l d n everthe l ess

h ave agreed to j ud ic i a l o r o ut-of-co u rt settl ements . I t mu st be sa i d that no

reasonab le exp la n at ion has been p rovi ded for th e fact that the Appe l l a nt d i d i n

fact agree to su ch sett lements ."

Th is restates the fl awed a rgu ment that sett l i ng i s a n adm iss i on of gu i l t a nd that, i f

the Chu rch we re i n nocent, i t wou ld n ot have sett led . The H igh Cou rt n ever

cons id e red that the Chu rc h , as th e j udges descr i be it, "had no cho i ce but to agree

to out-of-cou rt settlements," not beca use i t was gu i l ty, b ut because i t was a ta rget

of a hosti l e soc ia l a n d j u d i c i a l e nvi ron ment. I n th i s c l imate, th e Chu rch knew th at

the stori es th e a l l eged "vi ct im s" we re made to te l l by dep rogra mmers a nd lawye rs

wou ld be be l ieved , rega rd l ess of the i r truth or fa l sehood .

The H igh Cou rt's b ias i s evide nt i n its cava l i e r re l i a nce o n settl ements to

determ i ne gu i l t . Th e Chu rch has been d i sso lved without a ny crim i na l convi ct ion .

Overr id i ng previous case l aw, c ivi l d eci s i ons, a nd sett lements we re deemed

suffi c i ent for d i sso l uti on .

J a pa n , Re l ig ious Li be rty, U n ifi cat io n Chu rch
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Ja n u a ry 5 to Decem be r 3 1 , 20 1 1 , he h as served as th e "Representative o n
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