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A Flicker of Light in the Shadows: Mother Han's 
Temporary Release-But Justice Is Still Far 
Away 
11/04/2025 MASSIMO INTROVIGNE 

She is now allowed a few days of medical care. She should 
be freed, unconditionally. 

by Massimo lntrovigne 

Posters placed by believers outside the detention center where Mother Hand is held. 

Mother Han. Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon. the leader of the Family Federation for World Peace 

and Unification (formerly known as the Unification Church). revered by many as the 

"Mother of Peace," has been granted a temporary reprieve f rom her detention. However, it 

is not freedom, or even compassion. It is a procedural concession wrapped in barbed 

wire. 

After months of international outcry, vigils. and appeals for humanitarian release-cit ing 

her deteriorating eyesight and heart condition-the South Korean judiciary has allowed 

her a few days of medical care and possible eye surgery. Her movements are restricted to 

the hospital premises. She may only see medical staff or her attorneys. The facility's name 

is redacted, and the air of secrecy remains suffocating. 

The court's order, effective unti l 16:00 KST on November 7, reads more like a surveillance 

directive than a gesture of mercy. It warns that she may still be summoned for 

interrogation. It cautions against fleeing or "destroying evidence." These are not the words 

one uses for an 82-year-old woman seeking eye treatment. These are the words of a 

system that refuses to see. 

This is the same system that indicted her under charges many view as politically 

motivated and religiously repressive-a theme "Bitter W inter" has documented 

extensively. The same system that ignored her age, her health, and her legacy of 

peacebuilding. And now, even in illness, it cannot let go of its grip. 

This is a woman who has spent her life advocating for reconciliat ion, interfaith dialogue, 

and global peace. Her followers call her the Mother of Peace, not out of ritual, but out of 

reverence. And yet, she is treated not as a dignified elder, but as a flight risk. 

The delay in granting even this limited medical access is telling. To move the needle, 

relentless pressure from human rights advocates, religious leaders, and concerned 

citizens worldwide was required. And sti ll, the result is a half-measure, a gesture that 



feels more l ike damage control than genuine care . 

We hope that in these brief days, Mother Han will feel the warmth of sunlight. the breath 

of fresh air. and the p resence of Heaven. But we must not mistake this pause for progress. 

Her condition demands genuine care, her legacy demands respect. and her detention 

demands scrutiny. 

This is not how a democratic nation should treat its religious leaders. This is not how 

justice should look. 

This moment is a mirror for South Korea. the international community, and all who believe 

in religious liberty and the sanctity o f human dignity. We are not pacified by temporary 

releases and redacted hospital names. We demand more. We demand freedom for 

Mother Han. 
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Massimo lntrovigne (born June 14, 1955 in Rome) is an Italian sociologist of 

religions. He is the founder and managing director of the Center for Studies 
on New Religions (CESNUR), an international network of scholars who 

study new religious movements. lntrovigne is the author of some 70 books 
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Two Family Federation believers were allowed to testify 

before the High Court. They represent the thousands of 

Church members who are being slandered and 

discriminated against. 
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in the Uyghur region. 

Liquidation by Fiat: Japan Im itates China in Its Crusade 

Against Religious Freedom 

The Agency for Cultural Affairs vows to go on with its drastic 
measures to liquidate the Unification Church if the 
dissolution decision is confirmed on appeal. 

Beijing Zion Church: The Dramat ic Arrest of Brother Sun 

Xue 

The police acted brutally. showing their intention to threaten 
and intimidate the whole believers· community. 


