








—and we are products of His work, then by definition
God musthave more compassionthan allhumanbeings
puttogether. Fewwould argue with this view. Yet, letus
drawaparallel. Let's say youwere aparentand you
wanted to testthe obedience of yourchildren, soyou
placed poisoned brownies on the kitchen table and told
your childrenthat they must noteatthe treats, orthey will
die. Then, youannounced thatyouwere going nextdoor
tovisitthe neighbors. Inreality, youwalked around the
house and peeked through the kitchen windowtowatch
yourchildren succumb totemptationand eatthebrownies
and die. Whatwould happen? Eveninthis selfish, fallen
world, youwould likely be either executed foryour
cruelty orimprisoned forlife.

Does this sound like alogical explanation for the actions
ofasupremely compassionate God? Would a God with
far more compassion than you orl could everimagine
condemnto hellallofthe future generations ofthe
descendents of histwofirst children because ofone
simple actofdisobedience? And whatchancewould
there beforany of us tobe obedientto God’'s command-
ments if these firsttwo children, whowere pure and
innocent, could notpasssuchasimpletest. Therefore,
there mustbe moreto this storythan a simple act of
disobedience.

Ifwe should determine thatthe fruitis symbolic, then the
tree which bore the fruitwould also be symbolic. To
assist usinidentifyingwhattheforbidden “fruit” really was,
letuslookfirstatthese specialtrees, and also atthe“ser-

pent’”.

There are two meanings of “trees” inthe Bible. One
meaning, of course, isanactualtreewhichcanbe
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symbolicforsomething otherthanasnake. This serpent
was a creature whichknew God’s commandmentto
Adamand Eve(i.e.,itmusthave been a spiritualbeing),
is called the “Devil” and “Satan”, lived in Heaven from
whence itwas “castout”tothe earth, and was aleader of
angels. Now, as you probably have figured out by now,
this can only referto one creature, namely Lucifer, con-
sidered by many tobe one ofthree archangelswhoruled
overtheangelicrealms. Thus, the“serpent” inthe Garden
was notasnake, butratherasymbolictermforthe angel
Lucifer.

TheProcess

Let's gettothe point. Whatreally happened inthe Gar-
den? After Adam and Eve’s disobedience, theirimmedi-
atereaction wasto covertheirsexual parts with aprons?
Ifthey had sinned with theirmouths, they would have
been ashamed oftheirmouths orhands. Why be shameful
oftheir sexual parts? And why did God immediately say,
upon hearing Adam'’s confession of his newly acquired
shame, “Who told youthatyou were naked? Have you
eaten of thetree ofwhich | commanded you nottoeat?”
There was anunmistakable connection between Adam
and Eve’s covering of their sexual parts and theirsinful
act. Inthebookof Job, he asks a questionin chapter
31:33whichincludes the remark thatAdam “covered his
transgression”. Luciferwas aiso involved in this. What
wasthesinofthefallen angels? Jude 6-7 revealsthat...

“The angels that did not keep their own posi-
tion, butlefttheir properdwelling, have been
keptby Himin etemal chains in the nether
gloomuntitthe judgement ofthe great day; just
as Sodom and Gomorrah andthe surrounding
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don’t? Whyhave somany spiritual leaders succumbed to
sexualtemptations and beenruined? Why are thereso
many sexual perversions, such as pornography, incest,
homosexuality, adultery, etc., etc. Why dowe market
goods andservices by utilizing sexual connotations? Why
is there almostas much divorce inthe community of
Christian believers and churchgoers asthere isin Ameri-
cansocietyatlarge? Afterthousands of years of human
history, why did Jesus stillhave toremind us of the
simple basiccore message: “Love God aboveallthings,
and Love your neighbor as yourself’. We still have not
digestedthatcoreteaching.

The simplereasonis ourfirstancestors, contraryto God’s
intention, found sexbefore they foundtrue agapelove. In
fact, they selfishly found sexuality intheirimmaturity,
and neverdidfindtrue, perfected agape love. Therefore,
whentheybecame parents, muchlike therestofus, they
did nothave perfected and complete love withwhichto
raise theirchildren. The firsthuman family was rife with
conflictand evenmurder. It was justas dysfunctionalas
many familiestoday. The “School of Love”, thehome,
has alwayslacked the perfectedlove thatwasintended to
bindittogether as one unitand make itwork smoothly,
and the extended familyin society has reflected the same
lack oftrue love. Divorce, abuse, conflict, lack of fulfill-
ment, etc.,are ourhistoricallegacy. Wearesstillinthe
same situation, personally, socially, culturally, and even
globally.

Thisis therootcause of conflictin marriages and fami-
lies.

Whatcanwe doaboutit? We mustfirstreaffirmthe
forgiveness which Jesus boughtforusby hisdeathonthe
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