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When the United Nations 

Peacebuilding Week 2026 opens in 

New York from June 22 to 26, 

much attention will naturally turn 

to institutions, financing, inclusion 

and impact. These attentions are 

necessary. Peacebuilding requires 

structures that can survive political 

pressure, respond to local realities 

and support communities before 

violence returns. 

 

Yet one part of peacebuilding is 

often less visible because it does 

not begin with a signed accord. It 

begins earlier, in the period when 

no agreement is ready, no side is 

willing to yield, and public 

language has already hardened. In that period, the most useful work may be the quiet preservation of 

channels: channels between communities and regions that have learned to see one another through old 

fears. 

 

This is where trust first becomes practical. Trust is not sentiment. It is the accumulated evidence that 

contact can continue without humiliation, that disagreement can be expressed without destruction, and 

that a person or institution can remain present after the cameras have left. Peacebuilding begins with trust 

because trust keeps communication alive when agreement is still beyond reach. 

 

This is the space in which UPF has often worked. UPF is not a negotiating body between governments. 

Instead, it creates and protects channels where leaders from politics, religion, academia, media, business, 

youth and civil society can remain in contact when formal politics alone is too narrow. Founded by Dr. 

Hak Ja Han and the late  Rev. Sun Myung Moon, UPF carries the conviction that humanity is actually one 

family into public life through dialogue, service and cooperation across boundaries. 

 

This conviction does not remove political complexity. It gives peacebuilding a wider horizon. If human 

beings are viewed only through the conflicts that divide them, peace becomes a temporary management 

arrangement. If they are viewed as members of one human family, then even difficult diplomacy can be 

supported by a deeper moral logic: the other side remains human, the future remains open, and 

reconciliation remains worth preparing for. 

 

This multi-sector pattern matters in 2026. At the same time that Peacebuilding Week commences in New 

York, the Global Sustainable Development Congress 2026 meets in Jakarta from June 22 to 25. Its focus 

on higher education, research, business, government and civil society offers a parallel lesson. Sustainable 

peace depends on more than diplomacy. Jakarta and New York therefore point to the same conclusion 

from different directions. Peacebuilding and sustainable development meet wherever communities ask 

whether young people can find purpose, whether families can remain stable under pressure, whether 

economic life gives people a stake in peace, and whether public institutions can be trusted. 

 

For that reason, renewed discussion of a possible Bering Strait link deserves careful attention. It would be 

premature to treat this as proof of an emerging peace process. The technical, financial, environmental and 

diplomatic questions would be substantial. Still, the return of such an idea into public discussion is worth 

noting because it points to the kind of imagination peacebuilding needs: not only how to manage division, 

but how to picture connection. The Bering Strait has long carried symbolic weight because it is not only a 

geographical passage. In the vision of UPF founders, it is a place where continents nearly touch. Any 

serious conversation about linking them asks whether nations can still imagine projects that outlive the 

anger of the moment. 

 

In this spirit, UPF welcomes UN Peacebuilding Week 2026 as a timely space for renewed partnership. 

The next stage of peacebuilding will require more than declarations of goodwill. It will require durable 

channels, credible relationships, ethical leadership and practical cooperation across sectors. UPF remains 

committed to working with partners who see trust not as a soft ideal, but as the living infrastructure of 

peace. 
























