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Reflections on the SDG 16 Conference 2026 and the human foundations of peaceful societies 

 

Around the world today, many people sense a growing unease. Conflicts continue, trust in institutions 

remains fragile, public debate is frequently polarized, and many communities experience division where 

connection is urgently needed. 

 

Against this backdrop, the upcoming SDG 16 Conference 2026 at the United Nations offers an important 

opportunity to examine the deeper foundations of peaceful societies and to reflect on the conditions that 

allow peace to endure. 

 

The Human Foundations of Peacebuilding 

 

For the Universal Peace Federation (UPF), this understanding has always been central. Lasting peace 

begins with people. It grows through character, relationships and the values that shape human conduct 

long before individuals enter public life. 

 

Since its founding by Dr. Hak Ja Han and the late Dr. Sun Myung Moon, UPF has advanced the vision 

that affirms the inherent dignity of every person and recognizes that humanity flourishes when people 

learn to regard one another as members of one human family, connected through shared responsibility and 

mutual respect. 

 

Why Peace Requires More Than Strong Institutions 

 

This perspective carries particular significance at a time when many societies face increasing polarization 

and diminishing opportunities for constructive dialogue. Healthy societies depend upon citizens who can 

engage differences with respect, leaders who understand public service as a moral responsibility, and 

communities prepared to cooperate across religious, cultural and political boundaries. 

 

Why Families Matter in Building Peaceful Societies 

 

Discussions of peace and justice deserve greater attention to the well-being of families. Support for 

families represents a vital dimension of peacebuilding. Investments in healthy family life, youth 

development, education and community support may receive limited public attention, yet they address 

many of the conditions that influence whether conflict escalates or communities remain resilient. 

 



 

 

SDG 16 and the Moral Dimensions of Sustainable Development 

 

 
 

As preparations continue for the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 2026, there is 

an opportunity to recognize a reality that often receives insufficient attention: sustainable development 

involves human and moral dimensions alongside technical and institutional ones. 

 

Effective institutions, justice, accountability and public trust remain essential. Compassion, integrity, 

strong families and leaders guided by conscience are equally important foundations for social progress. 

Peace grows wherever people choose understanding over hostility, service over self-interest and 

responsibility over indifference. 

 

Building a Culture of Peace Together 

 

UPF remains committed to working with the United Nations, governments, civil society, faith 

communities and local leaders who share this vision. Together, we can help build a culture of peace 

rooted in effective institutions, responsible leadership, strong families and the enduring values that unite 

the human family. 
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