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May 2026

UPF chapters around the world celebrated May as the Month
of Family, with activities ranging from seminars to soccer
games, and from interfaith gatherings to intergenerational
chess matches. This month brings to a close our 100 Days
of Serving Community, with final events scheduled for June
1, the Global Day of Parents. For more information, visit
www,upf,org.

The End of May Speaks in
Many Religious Voices

In the closing days of “UPF’s Month of Family,”
a series of holy days from different religious
traditions forms an unusual sequence. Jewish
families gather for Shavuot, Christians
celebrate Pentecost, Muslim communities
prepare for Eid al-Adha, Baha’is observe the
Ascension of Baha’u’llah. In parts of Asia,
Buddhists mark Waisak or Wesak. In each
tradition, families will gather, light candles,
pray, share meals, give to others, listen to old
stories and teach them again to the young...




Paris Meeting Promotes
Families and Living
Together in Peace

Paris, France — UPF-France celebrated the
International Day of Families and the
International Day of Living Together in
Peace at the Espace Barrault in Paris on
May 16, 2026. Speakers noted the link
between these two days, and stressed that
family ethics are essential in learning to live
together in peace.

Russian Family Events: Art,
Music, and
Intergenerational Chess

Moscow, Russia — To mark the International
Day of Families, UPF-Russia hosted three
lively events from May 15-17. They included
a family-themed art exhibition; a chess
tournament in which children, parents and
grandparents took part; and an interfaith
celebration with dialogue, music and poetry.

Panel Upholds Importance
of Family Culture in Latin
America

Latin America— On May 15, a group of
professionals from South America, Central
America and the Caribbean joined a webinar
to commemorate the United Nations
International Day of Families. Speakers from
five different countries discussed policies and
practices that can support and strengthen
families, which, they all agreed, has vital
implications for society.



Asia-Pacific Webinar
Addresses Need to
Reduce Polarization

Bangkok, Thailand — The International
Association of Parliamentarians for Peace
(IAPP) organized an international webinar
on May 20, to address the growing
challenges of polarization. Diplomats,
parliamentarians, peace leaders and
activists from 21 countries joined the event.
Speakers highlighted the need for ethical
leadership, mutual respect, inclusiveness
and commitment to democratic values.

Youth Peace Cup in
Switzerland Promotes Fair

Play and Inclusion

Ticino, Switzerland - On May 1, UPF-
Switzerland held the 13th Peace Cup
tournament in Ticino. Ten Swiss and two
Italian teams of 10- and 11-year-olds took
part, cheered on by a large crowd of parents,
grandparents, family members and friends.
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