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On May 21, 2026, the international 

community observes the World Day 

for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue 

and Development, a United Nations 

observance led by UNESCO. It was 

declared by the UN General Assembly 

in 2002 following UNESCO's 

adoption of the Universal Declaration 

on Cultural Diversity. The day draws 

attention not only to the richness of 

the world's cultures, but also to the 

role of intercultural dialogue in peace 

and sustainable development. It 

recalls a central truth: diversity 

becomes a resource for peace when it 

is joined with respect, encounter and 

shared responsibility. 

 

Cultural life shapes identity, belonging, creativity and the capacity of societies to live together without 

reducing one another to stereotypes. This theme speaks directly to UPF's vision of peace through 

interdependence, mutual prosperity and universal values. Music, poetry, dance, visual art, literature, film 

and heritage can open spaces of trust that formal language alone often cannot create. 

 

The founders of UPF, Dr. Hak Ja Han and the late Rev. Sun Myung Moon, advanced a peace vision 

grounded in the conviction that humanity is One Family under God. From this perspective, cultural 

difference is one of the places where respect, gratitude and cooperation can be learned in practice. 

 

This is why the International Association of Arts and Culture for Peace has particular relevance to this 

United Nations day. IAACP gathers leaders from performing arts, literary arts, fine arts, music, film and 

dance who understand that culture shapes public imagination. 

 

Recent IAACP and UPF programs show this work in concrete form. In London, the 2025  "Canvas of 

Cultures" brought together artists, poets and musicians from different backgrounds around themes of 

heritage, resilience and unity. In Moscow, the 2025 exhibition "Everything Begins with Love" connected 

painting, poetry and reflection on family values. In Malaysia, a forum on unity through arts, culture and 

heritage marked the launch of IAACP Malaysia and brought together cultural and media partners. In 

2026, the IAACP Europe and Middle East chapter was inaugurated, while IAACP in the United States 

convened artists and educators to discuss the healing and unifying power of art and music. 

 

On this day, UPF invites governments, cultural institutions, educators, artists, civil society partners and its 

Ambassadors for Peace to deepen cooperation that protects cultural dignity while creating new spaces of 

dialogue. The World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development is a reminder that peace 

gains depth when people are able to meet through what they cherish, create and pass on. Culture does not 

replace diplomacy or development. It gives both a human horizon. 

 












