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Pope Leo XIV called the faithful to Saint Peter's Basilica on April 11 as the Middle East searches for a 

path from fragile ceasefire to durable dialogue. 

 

On Easter Sunday, Pope Leo XIV turned a liturgical appeal into a concrete public act. In his Urbi et Orbi 

message of April 5, 2026, he urged those with weapons to lay them down and invited the faithful to join 

him for a Prayer Vigil for Peace in Saint Peter's Basilica on Saturday, April 11. On April 8 he renewed 

that invitation after referring to the recent hours of great tension in the Middle East and throughout the 

world. Vatican News later clarified that the vigil would begin at 6:00 p.m. Rome time and would be open 

to all the faithful, whether present in person or following from home. 

 

This makes the vigil more than a symbolic gesture. It comes at a moment when a two-week ceasefire has 

been announced and welcomed as an opening for diplomacy, yet the situation remains fragile. Reports 

indicate uncertainty over the scope of the truce, especially regarding Lebanon, and violence has not fully 

ceased. The Pope's intervention therefore reads as moral accompaniment to a diplomatic window, not as a 

declaration that peace has already been secured. 

 

The language matters. Pope Leo's Easter message called for peace, not a peace imposed by force, but 



 

 

through dialogue, and not with the desire to dominate others, but to encounter them. This is consistent 

with his 2026 World Day of Peace message, where he called for an unarmed and disarming peace and 

warned against the normalization of fear, rearmament, and religious language used to justify violence. In 

this perspective, prayer is not withdrawal from public life. It is a disciplined refusal of indifference. 

 

That perspective intersects with the concerns of the United Nations. The Secretary-General has welcomed 

the ceasefire and called on the parties to respect international law and the terms of the truce in order to 

move toward a lasting and comprehensive peace. It also resonates with Sustainable Development Goal 16, 

which links peace, justice, and strong institutions. When diplomacy, international law, and moral witness 

move in the same direction, even a narrow pause in violence can become the beginning of something 

larger. 

 

For UPF, this moment speaks to a long-standing principle. Dr. Hak Ja Han and the late Rev. Sun Myung 

Moon taught that durable peace requires a transformation of conscience and a recognition of humanity as 

one family under God. UPF's Middle East Peace Initiative and the Interreligious Association for Peace 

and Development reflect that conviction by bringing leaders in politics, religion, media, academia, 

business, women, youth, civil society, art and culture into spaces of dialogue that official politics alone 

often cannot sustain. 

 

No prayer vigil can by itself resolve the wounds of the Middle East. Yet public acts of prayer can still 

matter when they strengthen restraint, humanize the suffering of civilians, and remind political leaders 

that military advantage is not the same as peace. At this delicate moment, the invitation issued from Saint 

Peter's Basilica points in a clear direction: protect life, return to dialogue, and enlarge the moral space in 

which reconciliation can still become possible. 

 

The Universal Peace Federation welcomes this initiative and regards it as a meaningful contribution to the 

moral and spiritual work of peace. In that same spirit, UPF invites representatives of all faith traditions to 

stand together in prayer, solidarity, and renewed commitment to dialogue, so that the present opening may 

lead not only to a pause in violence but to a more enduring path toward reconciliation. 

 

 

 








