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On the United Nations International Day of Conscience, observed on 5 April,2026 the moral life of the 

human person is brought into focus as a question of global responsibility. 

 

Why the International Day of Conscience Matters Today 

 

The United Nations established the International Day of Conscience through General Assembly resolution 

A/RES/73/329. This observance stresses that peace begins in the moral life of the human person. Peace 

begins in conscience, before it appears in negotiations, institutions, or treaties. In a century marked by 

war, polarization, dehumanization, corruption, and distrust, this is a simple but demanding truth: without 

conscience, peace loses its human foundation. 

 

In United Nations language, conscience is not treated as a confessional doctrine. It is linked to human 

dignity itself. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that all human beings are endowed with 

reason and conscience and should act toward one another in a spirit of brotherhood. The UN vision of a 

culture of peace rests on dialogue and education that shape conduct in public life. In this framework, 

conscience is the inner capacity that restrains cruelty, resists indifference, and makes peaceful coexistence 

morally possible. It is not merely private feeling. It is a source of responsibility. 

 

Conscience, Human Dignity, and the Culture of Peace 

 

People in many religious and philosophical traditions recognize an inner moral faculty, even if they 

describe it in different ways. Across these traditions, human beings are seen as capable of moral 

judgment, self-restraint, sincerity, and concern for others. These traditions do not say the same thing in 

the same way, but they converge in affirming that this inward moral capacity can be cultivated, neglected, 

or corrupted. 

 

UPF's Perspective on Conscience and Moral Responsibility 

 

For the Universal Peace Federation, this point is essential. Inspired by Dr. Hak Ja Han and the late Dr. 

Sun Myung Moon, UPF understands conscience as an inward guide that shapes truth, goodness, and 

responsibility. It serves as a deep moral compass for personal and social ethics. This interreligious 

perspective is also reflected in the World Scripture project initiated by UPF founders. World Scripture: A 



 

 

Comparative Anthology of Sacred Texts, first published in 1991, brought together sacred passages from 

many of the world's religions in order to illuminate their universal teachings and highlight their common 

ground. Developed with the support of an editorial board of distinguished scholars from different 

religious traditions, the project helped articulate a vision of interreligious compatibility and harmony that 

remains directly relevant to the ethical meaning of conscience today. 

 

Service as the Public Expression of Conscience 

 

This is why conscience cannot remain an abstract virtue. It must take social form. This message has 

special relevance within UPF's present international campaign, 100 Days of Serving Community. April is 

the Month of Service. In this context, conscience finds concrete expression through service that 

strengthens communities and restores trust. Through such practical service, UPF demonstrates that moral 

conviction finds its fullest expression when lived for the benefit of others and the wider community. For 

UPF, this conviction is reflected in practical efforts that link moral reflection with public action. Through 

interreligious dialogue, ethical leadership, youth engagement, family education, and cooperation among 

civic and governmental actors, conscience is translated into habits of peace. A peaceful world requires not 

only laws and systems, but people whose inner compass is still alive. 

 

On this International Day of Conscience, UPF recalls that peace begins in conscience, is formed in 

families, strengthened through education, and made visible in service. In that spirit, the Universal Peace 

Federation invites renewed cooperation among educators, religious leaders, public servants, media 

professionals, youth, and civil society. Conscience must be formed in families, taught in schools, 

respected in public life, and expressed in service. In this shared effort, the international community may 

recover not only the language of peace, but the discipline required to practice it. 
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