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Free from prison and certain death

B Hungnam, Korea, 0500
hours, October 14, 1950

n the small hours hefore dawn, the

industrial city of Hungnam on the

easl coasl of Morth Korea was eerily
quict. The acrial bombardments which
had been systematically destroying
bridges, factories and other key military
targets [or weeks was suddenly over, US
and ROK s, SpInts 'huq'-:r'e-:i h}' the
triwmph of the September 15 Inchon
camipaign, were advancing up the Eastemn
const toward the Yalu River and the
Chinese border

But in the Hungnam Speoal Lobor
prisen camp, the |32 surviving prisoners
didn"t think they would get 1o see the sun
rize even one lwst e, Over the previops
nights, Morth kKorcan guards had been
systernutically executing the men, with
the idea of leaving no one alive, The only
reason the executions had nod already
heen completed the night before was that
ag ROK and US/UN forces entered the
city, the guards had begun o desert,
afraid for their families” safery. Later thar
very day, the prisoners were suddenly set
free to return home. The “shock and swe’
of such bombardments spared countless
lives.

However, the dramatic story of the
prsancrs freed from Hungnom und
forced lobor camps like it and their
reprieve from certaim death, might have
remained largely unknown, Bul among
the men liherated that enld Cetober
moming was a young Korean who was
later destined o become known around
the word: the Rev. Sun Myung Moon,
founder of the Unificution Church, The
‘-'q.'ua.hi||.|.!_l:|.||| Times and My ol
humanitarian and philanthropic enter-
prises. And he was determined that the
story ahioulkd be told.

Moon had been sent o Hungnaim on
My 20, 1948, after having beon arrested
for presching the gospel in Pyongyang
und thus “eresting public disorder.” Many
of the inmates were imprisened on simi-
lurly politicized charges as the North
Kaormn communiats eateaded their grip
an saciety. The camp’s |_z<|1:||x WETE G-
ple: work the prisoncrs 1o death in
Hungnam's buge indusirial complexes,

The USS Begor
slanding by during
the Tl desnolilion
al Hursgnam indis-
| trial facilies in
4 Decemier 1950,
alter the successhd
evacualion of
USAUN farces Tak
lowing the Chinese
COMMWNIST Coure
lemfienshe.

Bller besing freed
from Hungnam,
San Myung Moon
werl & i reluges
R Busan, He is
pictured hane with
s0me o his sarly
Tollowers oulside
Fis first churgh, a
candooard shack
raca from LIS
Barmy ralion bowees

the largest n
all of East Asin and crucial to Kim [l
Sung’s war effort.

Each ten-man team had to lead 700
dickilo sacks a day of ammonium sul-
phate fertilizer, later raised o 15300
sacks. Failure to meet the gquota meant
half-ratons the following day. During the
three vears Moon was impriscaed, more
than halt of the |1|'|gi|1.c|| | 00 amates
hid succumbed 1o disease, brutal treat-
ment and starvation. Moon knew that he
had been sent to die and thal his only
chance of survival was to fight a spiriu-
al bamle by loving evervone—his fellow
mmales, the commuiist geards and even
Cind,

realized wery clearly how God

loved me and that He knew how much |

was  suffering.” he luter recalled,
“Therefore, I could not ask Him to
remove of relieve the suffering. 1 did not
uzk for help bt 1ol Ciod 1o worry about
others, about the nation and the world.™
With this resolve, he threw himself into
the work, determined o make it fulfill-
ing. Other prisoners noted that be hardly
ever seemed to sleep but was often seen
in prayer during the early morming hours.
Finallv even (he puards came o respect
hirn, He won an wwoerd as an uul:i!:l.m:ling
prisoner.

Throughout his life, the Reverend
Mlocn has often spoken of his grﬂ'!'ilul.h:' Lia
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MOON from page 69

the US aad United Natons servicemen
who saved him on that Oclobor moming
wnd rescwed his country from slavery and
despair under the communiEl system,
and for the United Swates’ ongoing
efforts to defend freedom throughout the
world  But he always saw 1 as more
thas just a beman effor.

“Victory came because Ciod had cho-
et and raised the United Sistes of
America, in scoordance with His provi-
dential program, amd had raised the
Amencan people,” he said in 3 revent
speoch in Hawail. Even today, “the
future of humankind lss in the presarva-
tives of peace in the Pacific Rim reglon,
<entering on the Unitad Stz

In 2003, Moon foundad the United
Nalioes Peace Foroes of the Korean War
Memonal Federstion (UPKMF}) o mark
the Sich anniversery of cemsefire. The
foundstion his two goals. First, 10 enable
vetorans from the United Sures and the
other fifteen nations supporting the UN
effort 1o visit Korea, retrace their foot-
seps, meet with cach other, and cven
visat the final resting places of former
codleagues, Moee recently, the UPKMF
has crabled ROK welerass 1w muke
neturn visals to the volorans' mssociations
in each of these sixteen sathors and pay
respect to the spirit of sacrifice and
homor that was the mark of those wha
fought in the Korean War.
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