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David S.C. Kim was a founding member of the Unification Church in 1954 and its first overseas 

missionary, having gone to Swansea University College, Wales, as a U.N. scholar during the mid-1950s. 

He was the second Unificationist missionary to the United States, arriving in Portland, Oregon, on 

September 18, 1959, some ten months after Dr. Young Oon Kim had arrived in Eugene, Oregon. Like 

Miss Kim, he came to the United States on a student visa (the only other way out of Korea was via the 

diplomatic service) and enrolled at Western Conservative Baptist Theological Seminary. 

 

He was expelled for "heresy" just weeks before his graduation in 1961. This precipitated a series of crises 

as Mr. Kim successively enrolled in Portland University, the University of Oregon, and finally Pacific 

School of Religion in Berkeley, California, in efforts to retain his student status and stay in the country. 

He nevertheless founded United Faith, Inc., or the "Northwest Family," and directed a far-flung network 

of Unification centers extending as far east as Chicago during the 1960s. 

 

He played a major role after True Parents' arrival in America, translating for True Father, firing up 

members at the Belvedere Training Center, leading the International One World Crusade (IOWC), and 

later serving as the founding president of the Unification Theological Seminary (1975-1994). 


