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Russian Members Bless 
Neighbours at House of 
Culture

In Udelnaya, a town outside 
Moscow, several blessed families 
who live there held a Family 
Festival during a photo exhibition 
in the town’s House of Culture. 
During the one day that they 
were there, the members blessed 
five couples. Aleksandr and 
Alyona Timofeyev were the 
Blessing officiators. – Aleksandr 
Timofeyev



Russian Couples and Families Attend Two-Day 
Seminar
• A two-day seminar for couples who have been married 10 to 17 
years, with children 12 to 16 years old, was held at the Moscow 
Peace Embassy. On the first day, 14 couples attended in person, and 
there were a total of 59 online connections. Three presentations 
were given: two on marital relations, by Oleg Kuzmin and Aleksandra 
Skonechna; and one on parent-child relations, by Elena Kalmatskaya. 
All the presentations were interactive, with a lot of exercises. In the 
evening there were discussions and even a lesson in dancing the 
tango, given by Olga Vakulinskaya.

The second day consisted of training for parents and teenagers, 
which was conducted by Elena Kalmatskaya. A total of 43 
participants came to the Peace Embassy, and there was no online 
component. The parent-child pairs performed interesting tasks to 
better know and understand each other. Those who didn’t 
participate in the training attended sermons by Oleg Kuzmin and 
Oksana Salmanova, which were also part of the seminar. At the end, 
Russian national leader Alexey Savelyev of Russia welcomed all the 
parents and children. They prayed together and took a group photo.

In written reflections, the participants expressed what they liked 
about the seminar and what they felt needed to be improved. –
Alexey Savelyev



Interfaith Activists 
Interviewed Online 
by UPF-Russia

Dr. Alexander Shapiro-Suliman, secretary general of the Alliance of the Peoples of the World, visited 
the Moscow Peace Embassy to be interviewed by UPF-Moscow Chairman Dmitry Samko. The online 
interview received about 250 views. Dr. Shapiro-Suliman spoke about the alliance’s goals and work. He 
emphasized the importance of interreligious and interethnic dialogue and of interaction between 
public organizations. The alliance and UPF-Russia are planning several joint projects in 2023, focusing 
on the theme of Year of the Teacher and Mentor. – Dmitry Samko
In honour of World Interfaith Harmony Week, Elena Knyazeva, the leader of UPF in the southwestern 
Russian city of Voronezh, conducted an online interview with Deacon Roman Krinitsyn of the Vysoko-
Petrovsky Monastery in Moscow. UPF staff have known Father Roman for many years and have 
cooperated on service projects. During the interview, Father Roman told about the church’s 
involvement in urban projects, what “true Orthodox family” means, how he builds relationships in his 
family with his wife and children, and how he overcomes difficulties in relationships. The interview 
attracted many viewers: 24,206 on the Odnoklassniki social network, 469 on the VKontakte social 
network, and 109 on YouTube. – Elena Knyazeva

• 
s---~ 
'1 -. 

9-• 

& 
,2:-

m 

I 

. .__..,... --·--= ---m , _ _ : 
,- ,--"".=: 



YSP-Russia Trains 
Volunteers as Youth 
Forum Staff

Nine young people attended an intensive two-day training 
session in Moscow to become the staff for the next YSP youth 
forum in Russian Lapland. Four of the volunteers participated in 
last year’s forum and now want to help, for example, by leading a 
team or recruiting future participants. … The training included 
instruction in  conducting “Peace Designer” training, discussing 
improvements to the forum, and connecting to each other 
through games and warm communication. – Elena Kalmatskaya



More Than 500 Russians Attend Special Great Works

Novosibirsk Moscow Ulyanovsk St. Petersburg

Ufa Yekaterinburg Kazan Khabarovsk

Nizhni Novgorod Kaliningrad Ryazan

A total of 535 members from across Russia joined the CheonBo Special 
Great Works on 4 and 5 February. These included several new HPHC 
members, who were given special instruction beforehand. Twelve 
Russian communities joined; in addition, there were five locations 
where a few families participated together.Though we couldn't make 
our goal of 1,000 people, it was a good start and condition for Russia.

For  the second CheonBo Special Great Works, which are scheduled for 
29 and 30 April, we will make 1,000 participants as an offering for the 5 
May opening of Cheon Won Gung. – Alexei Saveliev



Belarus Members 
Attend Special Great 
Works

• Among the many members 
worldwide who took part in the 
CheonBo Special Great Works event 
on 4 and 5 February, there was a 
large group from Belarus who 
gratefully participated: altogether 73 
people of the First and Second 
Generations. About 20 gathered in 
the Cheonshim Won. For health 
reasons, many others participated 
from home. – Olga Plotnikova



Belarus Members Organize Interfaith Pilgrimage

Muslim Orthodox Catholic

Praying together Lunch meeting with local leaders

Belarus is the land of God’s authority

In honor of World Interfaith Harmony Week, Belarus members organized a project titled “Belarus Is the Land of God's 
Authority." They invited representatives of Catholicism, Protestantism, and Orthodoxy to join a pilgrimage to Iwye, a town 
where adherents of Islam, Judaism, Orthodoxy and Catholicism lived together peacefully throughout its history. The chairman of 
the District Council of Deputies received the delegation  and prayed with them near the town’s monument to friendship of 
religions. The group visited a mosque, a Catholic church and an Orthodox church, where they met and prayed together with 
religious leaders.– Olga Plotnikova



An HTM Workshop 
and a Matching 
Ceremony in Armenia

• A one-day seminar for 48 HTM couples and members was held in Armenia. The 
participants included eight children, one family with three generations, as well as 
the family who rented their vacation home for the workshop. Kristof Kral, one of 
the first missionaries to Armenia, gave three lectures, and Armenian national 
leader Hovik Barseghyan gave one. As is the tradition, there was wonderful 
Armenian food and music. Everyone felt the presence of Heavenly Parent and True 
Parents, and when the seminar ended, nobody wanted to go home. 

• A beautiful matching ceremony was held for two Second Gens: Peter Deininger 
from Austria and Polina Makarenko from Russia. Because of travel restrictions 
between their countries, they met for the first time in Armenia with their mothers 
and quickly decided to make the match official. The families and friends of the 
couple participated in this moving ceremony via Zoom. – Hovik Barseghyan



Croatian Workshop Starts with DP, 
Continues with CB

A three-day Divine Principle workshop was held 
in Zagreb, Croatia. Of the 24 participants, 11 
were Second Gens from Croatia, Serbia and 
Hungary; nine were First Gens from Croatia, 
Austria and Hungary; and four were viewers 
watching the workshop online. The lecturers 
were Marija Purgar, the Blessed Family 
Department leader for Croatia, and Tibor Krebsz, 
the head of the EUME Cheonbo Department. 
After the three-day DP workshop concluded, 
Tibor Krebsz gave a one-day CheonBo seminar. –
Ji-suk Baek
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