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Sun Myung Moon speaking at Yankee Stadium, New York 1st June 1976, aided by translator Pak Bo-hi 

 

50 years since milestone event that made headlines and brought Father Moon to national attention 

as he spoke to 50,000 at Yankee Stadium 

 

 
From the Yankee Stadium event 1st June 1976  

 

On 1st June 1976, a large outdoor rally was held at Yankee Stadium in New York. The event was one of 

the most significant public appearances of Sun Myung Moon - also known as Father Moon - in the United 

States and a major milestone in the history of the Unification Church - now called the Family Federation 

for World Peace and Unification. Organized as the "God Bless America Festival," the gathering formed 



 

 

part of Father Moon's nationwide campaign during the American Bicentennial year, a period when 

questions about the nation's identity, purpose, and future were receiving widespread attention. 

 

The festival attracted approximately 50,000 

participants and spectators to the famous 

baseball stadium in New York City. The event 

combined elements of a religious revival, a 

patriotic celebration, and a public rally. 

Attendees included members of the Unification 

Church, supporters from various Christian 

backgrounds, curious observers, journalists, and 

critics. The scale of the gathering was 

remarkable, especially considering that Father 

Moon and his movement were still relatively 

unfamiliar to much of the American public. For 

many Americans, the festival represented their 

first substantial exposure to Sun Myung Moon 

and his message. 

 

In the days leading up to the event, extensive 

publicity campaigns had been conducted 

throughout New York and other major cities. 

 

The gathering received substantial media 

attention, including coverage by national and 

international news organizations. The 

international news magazine Newsweek used a 

photograph of Father Moon standing in front of 

the rally posters as its cover image, 

accompanied by an extensive feature article inside the magazine. Newsweek also published one of the 

very few interviews Father Moon ever gave. 

 

International journalists also followed the event closely, and it also marked the first time Korean media 

reported on Father Moon's activities in the United States. A Korean reporter covering the event said, 

 

"Reverend Moon is truly the first Korean who has moved the world." 

 

South Korea had only just begun to recover from the enormous devastation of the Korean War. The 

journalist simply could not understand how it was possible for a Korean to gather 50,000 people for such 

a tremendously successful event in the United States. 

 

 
The Korean Folk Ballet at Yankee Stadium 1st June 1976 performing "The Royal Fan Dance" 

 

A dramatic aspect of the day was the weather. Shortly before the program was scheduled to begin, heavy 

rain and strong winds threatened to disrupt the proceedings. Organizers feared that the event might be 

canceled or severely damaged. Refusing to be defeated, members led the stadium in singing "You Are My 

 
Cover of June 14. 1976 edition of Newsweek 



 

 

Sunshine" until the storm would go away. 

 

And it worked! The weather improved just before the main program commenced, allowing the gathering 

to proceed as planned. Among participants, the sudden clearing of the skies was often remembered as a 

sign from above. Jesus had felt abandoned by God on the cross. That was how members of the 

Unification Church felt when the storm was at its worst and threatened to tear down all the decorations 

they had put up around the stadium. 

 

The centerpiece of the festival was Father Moon's address, "God's Hope for America." Speaking during 

the United States Bicentennial year, he presented America as a nation with a unique providential role in 

history and urged it to renew its relationship with God. 

 

Reverend Moon argued that human beings and nations face a fundamental choice between selfishness and 

selflessness. He maintained that lasting prosperity comes when individuals place the welfare of family, 

nation, humanity, and ultimately God above personal interests. According to his message, America's 

historical success was not accidental but the result of divine guidance. He praised the religious ideals of 

many early settlers and described the United States as a nation created from many races and nationalities, 

making it a model for a future world united beyond ethnic and national divisions. 

 

A central theme of the speech was warning. Father Moon claimed that America was experiencing moral 

and spiritual decline because it had moved away from its religious foundations. He pointed to social 

disorder, family breakdown, and loss of faith as signs of a deeper crisis. He argued that America could 

maintain its strength and leadership only by returning to what he called a God-centered way of life. 

Without that foundation, he warned, the nation would become vulnerable to internal decay and to atheistic 

communism, which he portrayed as a major ideological threat. 

 

Father Moon also called for greater unity among Christians, cooperation among religions, and the creation 

of "One World Under God". He presented Unificationism as part of a broader spiritual renewal intended 

to help achieve global harmony. The speech concluded with an appeal for Americans and people 

worldwide to dedicate themselves to God, moral responsibility, and the building of a peaceful world 

united as one human family. 

 

 
From the postering campaign in New York City in the weeks leading up to the event in Yankee Stadium on 

1st June 1976. The day after the rally all the posters were taken down, making it one of the cleanest 

campaigns ever in New York City  

 

In his speech, he argued that America's historical success and global influence were rooted in its religious 

heritage and commitment to God. He warned that moral decline, materialism, and loss of spiritual purpose 

threatened the nation's future. At the same time, he expressed confidence that America could fulfill a 

special mission in the world if it renewed its faith and sense of responsibility. 

 

The Yankee Stadium rally marked a turning point for the Father Moon's and Mother Han's movement in 

the USA. It demonstrated the organization's capacity to stage a major national event, attracted extensive 

press coverage, and helped establish Sun Myung Moon as a controversial but increasingly visible 

religious figure on the American public stage during the 1970s. 
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