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More than 150 second-generation followers of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification 

from the United States visited Japan and did street preaching near JR Shibuya Station. Damien Dunkley, 

President of the U.S. Family Federation, is pictured on the afternoon of April 29, 2026 in Shibuya Ward, 

Tokyo, Japan.  

 

As a display of international solidarity, 150 young U.S. followers of Family 

Federation rally in Shibuya, Tokyo for religious freedom and support for 

persecuted and socially excluded fellow believers in Japan 

 

Tokyo, 29th April 2026 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai 

Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article. 

 

About 150 U.S. Followers Protest "Dissolution" of Family Federation, Call for 

Religious Freedom 

 

by editorial staff of Sekai Nippo 

 

In front of the famous scramble crossing near JR Shibuya Station, second-generation 

followers of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification from the United States walked back 

and forth across the busy intersection holding panels reading "#Help Our Church", while offering prayers 

for religious freedom. 

 

See also Faith Leaders Condemn Crackdown on Federation 

 

A 28-year-old man who came from the United States said, 

 

"The decision to dissolve [the organization] is shocking and hard to believe. Members in Japan are 

devotedly active around the world, including in Africa. I hope people in Japan will come to better 

understand these efforts." 

 

Preaching on the street, Demian Dunkley, President of the U.S. Family Federation, declared, 

 

"Even if our buildings, money, and positions are all taken away, what can never be taken from us is our 

hearts." 

 

 
Sekai Nippo 



 

 

His remarks drew loud applause from the onlooking crowd. 

 

 
American and Japanese members of the Family Federation at Shibuya, Tokyo on April 29, 2026  

 

Prior to this, U.S. followers, together with groups such as the "Second-Generation Association for 

Protecting the Human Rights of Believers" - headed by Nozomi Kojima (小嶌希晶) - held a panel 

discussion within the ward. 

 

When a male U.S. believer asked Kojima what kind of impact the street activities might have on the 

church and society, Kojima responded, 

 

"In Japan, the Family Federation is often seen as a very small and problematic group. The fact that as 

many as 100 people came from the United States is surprising in itself. This event will help change the 

image that Japanese people have." 

 

 
An American pastor street preaching in Shibuya, Tokyo on 29th April 2026  

 

See also Faith Leaders Condemn Crackdown on Federation 

 



 

 

In article on X, The Monarch Report, an X account that functions as a media outlet dedicated to 

promoting "narratives aligned with" the Family Federation, wrote on 29th April, 

 

 
American and Japanese members of the Family Federation at Shibuya, Tokyo on 29th April 2026 0 

 

"More than 100 members of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification travelled from across 

the United States to Tokyo to stand with Japanese believers and to defend religious freedom in Japan. 

 

The visit, organised in approximately two weeks, brought American second-generation members and 

pastors face to face with their Japanese counterparts at a moment when Japan's Family Federation has 

been stripped of its legal status as a religious corporation. 

 

The centrepiece of the visit was a public talk session held on 29th April 2026, hosted by the Second-

Generation Society to Protect Believers' Human Rights and livestreamed under the title 'Talk Session 

Between Japanese and American Second Generation and Experts'. 

 

The format paired three Japanese second-generation members with three American counterparts on stage 

for the first time. 'We had no time to coordinate. We are meeting face to face for the first time right now, ' 

the moderator said as the panel opened." 
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