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Mother Han being sent from Detention Center to detention in hospital for urgent medical treatment on

March 27, 2026

South Korean daily JoongAng
1lbo

A tear of the supraspinatus
muscle, the most common _form of
rotator cuff tear

her advanced age and frail health.

Hak Ja Han given an extension until 30th May of her
temporary suspension of detention to recover from surgery
and related medical complications

On 30th April 2026, South Korean daily JoongAng Ilbo along

with many other news outlets, reported that Hak Ja Han (22X}
- by many called Mother Han - the head of the Family Federation
for World Peace and Unification, has been granted a further one-

month suspension of detention as she continues to recover from
surgery and related health complications. The article by reporter

Ko Seong-pyo (11’3 H) points out that the decision, issued by

the Seoul Central District Court - with Woo In-seong (% 2!’d) as

presiding judge - underscores how medical considerations are
increasingly shaping the procedural timeline of a case that
already carries significant political and legal weight.

Mother Han (83) has been under detention since 22nd September
2025. Korean legal procedure allows authorities to detain a
person under investigation for as long as 20 days prior to
indictment. Hak Ja Han was indicted on 10th October last year,
and the court approved further extensions, so that she has already
been kept well over six months in a tiny detention cell in spite of

The latest ruling by the court's 27th Criminal Division extends Mother Han's temporary release -
originally set to expire at 2 p.m. on 30th April - until 2 p.m. on 30th May. This follows a request
submitted by her legal team, which argued that her current medical condition necessitates continued

hospitalization and rehabilitation.



Earlier this year, Hak Ja Han reportedly suffered a fall while in detention, resulting in a shoulder fracture
and a torn rotator cuff, a group of four muscles and their tendons that stabilize the shoulder joint and
enable arm movement. She subsequently underwent artificial joint replacement surgery, after which her
recovery has required sustained medical supervision and physical therapy.

Although Mother Han's legal team initially sought a two-month
extension to allow for a fuller recovery period, the court approved
only one month at this stage. She is required to remain at the
hospital where she is receiving treatment and is strictly prohibited
from contacting or communicating with any individuals
connected to the case.

The JoongAng Ilbo article points out that this latest extension of
time in hospital for surgery and recovery marks the fourth time
the court has granted Mother Han a suspension of detention on
health grounds. Such suspensions, while not uncommon in cases
involving serious medical issues, can, however, become

He was given life sentence, she 4
years in what some perceive as
revenge on political opponents:
Former South Korean President

Yoon Suk-yeol and First Lady contentious when applied repeatedly in high-profile prosecutions.
Kim Keon-hee, here in Tokyo 16th Critics sometimes view them as delaying tactics, while courts
March 16. 20 2 3 emphasize their obligation to ensure that defendants are

physically capable of participating in legal proceedings.

Mother Han faces a range of allegations, including having been involved in unlawful political lobbying,
violations of political campaign finance law, and bribery-related offenses. Her legal situation has drawn
sustained public attention not only because of her leadership role within a globally known religious
movement, but also due to the high-profile political figures implicated in the case.

The investigation itself is tied to a broader probe involving First Lady Kim Keon-hee (Z 713]) and

former president Yoon Suk-yeol (=% €), further amplifying its national significance. The harsh

sentencing of the president - life imprisonment - and his wife - four years behind bars - is seen by many as

the current left-leaning administration of Lee Jae-myung (O| X &) taking revenge on its political enemies

and their supporters. President Lee did not trust the regular South Korean prosecutorial system and
appointed "special prosecutors" with extensive powers to investigate possible unlawful actions of the
previous administration and leading persons perceived to have supported it, including a wide range of
conservative religious leaders.

According to the indictment, Mother Han is accused of having
been involved in delivering 100 million won (roughly $73,000)
in cash to People Power Party lawmaker Kweon Seong-dong

(H-8S) in January 2022. She also allegedly orchestrated the

distribution of 144 million won (ca. $97,000) in Family
Federation funds to multiple lawmakers through so-called "split
donations", a method that can obscure the origin and intent of
political contributions. "Split donations" is a tactic where rather
large sums are divided into smaller amounts and distributed
under multiple names in order to circumvent legal limits and
disclosure requirements

Prosecutors further claim that in July 2022, Mother Han played a
role in arranging for the delivery of luxury items - including a
Chanel handbag and a high-value diamond necklace - to Kim

People Power Party lawmaker
Kweon Seong-dong Dec. 23, 2024 Keon-hee (& 713]) via Jeon Seong-bae (T143Hl), a figure
described as a shamanic intermediary. These actions are alleged
to violate both the Political Funds Act and the Improper Solicitation and Graft Act, with additional
accusations of embezzlement of organizational funds.

It is believed that Mother Han's extended time in hospital will allow her to better prepare for the final
phase of her trial where the final hearing is due to be held on 12th June.
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