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Alleged Unificationism influence case collapses. Illustration: ChatGPT 

 

No proof, no charges: South Korea closes high-profile 

investigation into Unificationism political ties and influence 

 

The South Korean daily Segye Ilbo published on 10th April an 

article by Kim Ju-yeong (김주영) about a significant 

development in the long-running investigations into alleged political - religious collusion involving 

officials of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification - in Korea often called Unificationism 

(통일교). 

 

See also S. Korea's Troubling Pattern of Selective Probes 

 

The paper writes, 

 

"The joint investigation team 

also decided not to indict 

Unificationism leader Hak Ja 

Han (한학자), former chief 

of staff Jeong Won-ju 

(정원주), and former 

director Yoon (윤영호), 

citing either lack of 

prosecutorial authority or 

insufficient evidence." 

 

The article reports on the 

conclusion of a high-profile 

investigation in South Korea into alleged financial ties between politicians and the religious organization. 

At its core, the case revolved around accusations that several political figures across party lines had 

received money or valuables from representatives of Unificationism in exchange for influence or 

favorable treatment. 

 

Segye Ilbo reporter Kim explains, 

 

Yoon Yeong-ho, August 9, 2020 

 

Jeong Won-ju, January 19, 2025 
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"Although it was acknowledged that they maintained some relationship with Unificationism, such as 

attending its events, there was no evidence beyond Yoon's testimony to support the bribery allegations, 

and details such as the amount and circumstances of any transfer were unclear." 

 

After an extended inquiry conducted by a joint prosecution-police task force, the authorities ultimately 

determined that the allegations could not be substantiated. This outcome - driven by insufficient evidence 

and the expiration of statutory time limits - has significant implications not only for the individuals 

directly involved but also for broader political and legal debates surrounding religion-state relations in 

South Korea. 

 

The investigation centered on figures such as Democratic Party 

lawmaker Jeon Jae-soo (전재수), along with former lawmakers 

Lim Jong-seong (임종성) and Kim Gyu-hwan (김규환). These 

individuals had been accused of receiving illicit funds or gifts 

from Unificationism representatives, including cash payments 

and luxury items allegedly linked to lobbying efforts. One 

particularly prominent allegation involved claims that Jeon 

received 20 million won in cash and a high-end watch in 

connection with a proposed Korea - Japan undersea tunnel 

project. Additional suspicions arose over payments framed as 

bulk purchases of his autobiography, which critics suggested 

might have been a disguised transfer of funds. 

 

However, as the joint investigation progressed, the evidentiary 

basis for these claims weakened considerably. Testimony from 

key witnesses - including Yoon Yeong-ho (윤영호), a former 

senior Family Federation official - proved inconsistent or lacked 

firsthand verification. Crucially, investigators were unable to 

corroborate the precise amounts allegedly transferred or to 

establish a clear transactional link between any benefits received 

and specific political actions. In legal terms, this failure to meet 

the burden of proof meant that prosecutors could not 

demonstrate the essential elements of bribery or illegal political 

financing. 

 

An equally decisive factor was the statute of limitations. Under 

South Korean criminal law, bribery cases involving sums below 

a certain threshold are subject to a seven-year limitation period. 

Because investigators could not conclusively show that the value 

of the alleged bribes exceeded that threshold, the applicable time 

window had already expired. As a result, even if suspicions 

lingered, the state no longer retained the authority to bring 

charges. This dual finding - insufficient evidence combined with 

procedural time bars - led to the formal closure of the case with a 

decision not to indict any of the investigated figures. 

 

The political ramifications of this conclusion are substantial. For months, the investigation had fueled 

calls - particularly from segments of the ruling camp - for the appointment of a special prosecutor to 

examine what was framed as systemic "political-religious collusion". The narrative suggested a pattern of 

undue influence by religious organizations over elected officials, raising concerns about transparency, 

governance, and democratic accountability. With the central allegations now dismissed, momentum 

behind such proposals has significantly diminished. Critics argue that the case demonstrates the risks of 

politicizing unproven claims, while others maintain that structural concerns about church-state 

entanglement remain unresolved despite the lack of prosecutable evidence in this instance. 

 

At the same time, the investigation did not end entirely without consequence. Four aides associated with 

Jeon Jae-soo were indicted - albeit without detention - on charges of destroying evidence. They are 

accused of wiping computer data in a local office after media reports surfaced and in anticipation of a 

search and seizure operation. While authorities have not established that Jeon himself ordered these 

actions, the episode underscores the sensitivity of the case and the degree of concern among those 

involved about potential legal exposure. 

 

The article also references the broader scope of ongoing investigations into religious organizations, 

including allegations involving other groups such as Shincheonji [See editor's note below]. Authorities 

have indicated that they will continue to pursue cases involving unlawful political donations, coercive 

practices, tax evasion, and embezzlement where evidence supports such claims. This suggests that, 

Jeon Jae-soo 2023 

 

Former Democratic Party 

lawmaker Lim Jong-seong. (2019) 



 

 

although the current case has been closed, scrutiny of religious institutions' interactions with political and 

financial systems is far from over. 

 

 

The Shincheonji (신천지) Peace Palace in Cheongpyeong-myeon, on the same lake where the Family 

Federation has large facilities, in Gapyeong, Gyeonggi-do, South Korea (2020) 

 

 

See also S. Korea's Troubling Pattern of Selective Probes 

 

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor 

 

[Editor's note: Shincheonji, officially known as Shincheonji Church of Jesus, the Temple of the 

Tabernacle of the Testimony, is a new religious movement founded in South Korea in 1984 by Lee Man-

hee, who claims to be the promised pastor mentioned in the Bible's Book of Revelation. Shincheonji 

teaches that the Book of Revelation is being fulfilled through its church and that Lee Man-hee has 

received divine revelation to interpret it.] 

 

See also In Tiny Solitary Cell: Irreversible Harm Caused 

See also Religious Freedom Threat: China-Led Alliance 

See also Gingrich Warns Against State Control of Faith 

See also Domino Effect of Religious Persecution in Asia 

See also Unificationism, Industry, and Cold War Survival 

See also Current Korean Situation: Context and Key Issues 

See also Court: Prosecutors' Overreach in Politicized Case 

See also Unificationism Emerging as a World Religion 

See also Alarm Over State Interference in Religion 

 

Related to alleged Unificationism influence: Mother Han's December Trial: Long Detention Ahead 

Also related to alleged Unificationism influence: A 10-Minute Visit to Mother Han in Detention 

Also related to alleged Unificationism influence: Denying Allegations: Hak Ja Han (82) in Inquiry 

 

Also related to alleged Unificationism influence: SKorean Court's Sharp Criticism of Prosecutors 

And also related to alleged Unificationism influence: Detention: Harsh Cell Conditions Spark Outcry 

More, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Ugly: Arrest Warrant Sought for Hak Ja Han (82) 

 

And more, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Critics Warn of "Authoritarian Drift" in SKorea 

Even more, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Court Decision to Prolong Detention Condemned 

Still more, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Co-Founder, 82, Questioned 9 Hours by 

Prosecutors 

 

Also related to alleged Unificationism influence: Democratic Party's Assault on Family Federation 

And even more, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Mother Han (82) in Poor Health in Damp, 

Cold Cell 

And still more, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Korean Crisis: "True Democracy Must Serve 

Heaven" 

 

And yet more, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Faith Leaders Protest State Assault on 

Religion 

And more, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Trump Raises Alarm Over Church Raids in Korea 

Even more, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Mike Pompeo Calls Probe of Co-Founder 

"Lawfare" 

 

 More, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Korean Faith Crackdown: USA Urged to Confront It 

Yet more, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Korean Bribery Scandal: Media Clears Federation 

And also related to alleged Unificationism influence: Raids Blur Line Between Justice and Politics 

 

More, related to alleged Unificationism influence: Heavy-Handed Raid on Sacred Sites Condemned 












