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New book uncovering a miscarriage of justice: The wrongful 1982 conviction of Sun Myung Moon
as seen by eyewitness who followed the whole case

Luka Hirao

Luka Hirao's Wrongful Conviction of The Savior - Volume One -
Proof of Innocence of the Second Advent Messiah, The
Reverend Sun Myung Moon (253 pages, published 23rd
February 2026) presents a detailed and deeply personal re-
examination of a controversial legal case involving Sun Myung
Moon - also called Father Moon - founder of what at the time
was called the Unification Church, now the Family Federation
for World Peace and Unification.

Positioned at the intersection of legal critique, memoir, and
theological reflection, the book argues forcefully that Father
Moon's 1982 U.S. federal conviction was a miscarriage of
justice.

Father Moon with Sang-in Kim who translated the
court proceedings in 1982 for him. lllustration:
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At its core, the book advances a singular claim:
that Father Moon was wrongfully convicted on
charges related not to tax evasion - as
commonly believed - but to filing inaccurate
income tax returns, and even those charges,
Hirao contends, lacked sufficient evidentiary
grounding. This distinction is central to the
author's broader project of reframing public
understanding of the case.

Hirao's perspective is not that of a detached
historian. As the interpreter for Takeru
Kamiyama, Father Moon's co-defendant, Hirao
attended the entire trial, which ran from March

to May 1982. This proximity allows him to



present the narrative as a form of primary testimony. He repeatedly emphasizes that his conviction in Sun
Myung Moon's innocence never wavered, even after the guilty verdict, and that the book represents the
culmination of a 40-year effort to demonstrate that innocence.

The Introduction establishes both the motivation and scope of the work. Hirao situates his account
alongside Father Moon's own autobiography, As a Peace-Loving Global Citizen, which recounts his
imprisonment at Danbury Federal Correctional Institution but does not, in Hirao's view, sufficiently
unpack the legal intricacies of the trial. He writes that the commonly held perception - that Moon was
jailed for tax evasion - is an oversimplification that obscures the actual legal questions at stake.

Sun Myung Moon and Takeru Kamiyama in Danbury Federal Correctional Institution in 1984. It
accommodates about 200 male prisoners "under minimum security

Those questions, Hirao argues, were relatively narrow: whether approximately $106,000 in interest
income from a bank account in Father Moon's name should have been reported between 1973 and 1975,
and whether $50,000 in stock should have been declared as income. Despite this limited scope, the trial
became highly complex due to the volume of evidence and the dynamics of the U.S. jury system, where
lay jurors must interpret technical, financial and legal arguments.

A significant portion of the Introduction is devoted to procedural
context, particularly the Grand Jury system. Hirao describes how
evidence was presented without defense participation and notes
that early reviews by Department of Justice officials initially found
insufficient grounds for indictment. Only after additional evidence
was introduced did the prosecution proceed. Even then, he stresses
that the final charges were not for tax evasion, highlighting what
he sees as a critical misrepresentation perpetuated by media
coverage.

Beyond legal analysis, the Introduction frames the trial in
explicitly religious terms. Father Moon is described as the "Second

Sun Myung Moon during a Advent Messiah", and the trial is likened to the Passion of Jesus
special interview by a Japanese Christ. Hirao draws parallels between Sun Myung Moon's legal
journalist in Danbury Federal ordeal and biblical narratives, suggesting that the case carries not
Correctional Institution in 1985 only judicial but providential significance. This theological

framing is reinforced by references to key events in the Unification
movement, such as the 1976 Washington Monument rally, which Hirao presents as a pivotal spiritual
victory.

Chapter One shifts from analytical groundwork to narrative reconstruction, beginning with the indictment
on 15th October 1981, and the subsequent court appearance. Hirao recounts Sun Myung Moon's decision
to voluntarily return to the United States from Korea to face charges, despite the absence of an extradition
treaty. This decision is portrayed as both courageous and spiritually motivated, reinforcing the book's
portrayal of Father Moon as a figure acting in alignment with a higher mission.

The courtroom scenes are rendered with vivid detail. Hirao describes Father Moon's unexpected gesture
of greeting the prosecutor with a handshake, an act that surprised observers and conveyed a sense of
composure and dignity. Both Moon and Kamiyama entered pleas of not guilty, and bail arrangements
were made. Outside the courthouse, a rally drew approximately a thousand supporters.



A substantial excerpt of Father Moon's public statement is included, in which he proclaims his innocence,
criticizes what he characterizes as religious discrimination, and frames the prosecution as part of a
broader pattern of persecution. He invokes themes of racial and religious bias, arguing that his treatment
was influenced by his identity as a Korean religious leader. This moment encapsulates the book's
blending of legal defense with moral and spiritual rhetoric.

While Volume One focuses primarily on establishing the context and initial phases of the case, it also
signals the direction of the broader work. Hirao indicates that subsequent sections will delve deeper into
trial transcripts, evidentiary disputes, and procedural irregularities, aiming to systematically dismantle the
prosecution's case. The project, as framed here, is both evidentiary and interpretive: a reconstruction of
events and a challenge to dominant narratives.

Hirao's book is not merely a legal reassessment but a sustained argument that integrates firsthand
observation, long-term research, and religious conviction. Whether one accepts its conclusions or not, it
offers a comprehensive and deeply committed reinterpretation of a case that continues to provoke debate.
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