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After ban on use of hundreds of church properties, members gather in bingo halls,
parks, and living rooms and talk of stronger bonds in hard times
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It has been one month since the Tokyo High Court upheld the order to dissolve the religious corporation
of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church), and
liquidation procedures began. While believers have lost their places of worship and prayer, some say that
"the bonds between members have grown even stronger." This report follows developments among those
connected to the group and its followers.

See also Experts Question Legal Basis for Dissolution

See also Paper Reveals Hidden Story Behind Dissolution

See also Japan: "Death Penalty" Without Proof of Illegality

On Sunday, 29th March, as cherry blossoms began to bloom, a group of people gathered on blue tarps in



a park somewhere in the Kanto region for a flower-viewing party. "Long time no see," they greeted one
another warmly. Among the group - comprising several dozen people - were slightly older men and
women, couples with small children, and university-aged young people. A man in his forties who
appeared to be a leader encouraged the group, saying, "These are difficult times, but today let's enjoy
games and lunch together," lifting everyone's spirits.
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Those gathered were members of the Family Federation, who until February had attended Sunday
services at a local church facility. However, following the High Court decision on 4th March, a court-
appointed liquidator seized the group's religious facilities nationwide.

On social media, many believers posted about the loss of their churches and the inconvenience it caused.
At the same time, some reported holding services in each other's homes or renting spaces such as event
rooms or karaoke rooms to gather.

As the timing coincided with the graduation and school entrance season, events celebrating children were
also held in various locations. A woman in her 30s living in the Tokyo metropolitan area, whose child
participated in a graduation event, said,

"My child will start elementary school this spring, so they seemed very happy. [ want to make a fresh start
and do my best."

In some cases, liquidators arrived at church facilities less than an hour after the High Court decision was
reported.

"It was a huge shock that something so ordinary - gathering together and sharing meals - suddenly
became impossible," said Kimihiro Okamitsu ([E Y& & - 46), who served as the head minister of the
Shinjuku Family Church (Takadanobaba, Tokyo), which had more than 400 members.

On 4th March, about 20 believers were watching a live broadcast from in front of the Tokyo High Court
in the church sanctuary. When the announcement of the group's dissolution came shortly after 11 a.m.,
Okamitsu recalled, "The atmosphere was suffocating. No one in the sanctuary could move or speak for a
while." At that moment, a staff member informed him that "15 to 20 representatives of the liquidator had
already arrived and had been shown into the building," leaving him stunned.

The lawyers representing the liquidator explained that they would take over all bankbooks and cash in
safes, verifying them against accounting records and data. They also announced that entry into the church
facility would be prohibited. However, there was one issue: funerals for believers had been scheduled for
the following two days.

Okamitsu negotiated with the representatives, and as an "exception" for funerals, permission was granted
to proceed as planned - but with many restrictions. "We were told that as staff we were prohibited from
conducting religious ceremonies, so we should participate only as individual believers," he said.

One believer asked to offer prayers in the prayer room during the funeral, thinking access might be
allowed, but this request was denied. There were also negotiations to use the church facility as a relay
venue for couples unable to travel to South Korea for a mass wedding ceremony scheduled in May, but
permission for that was also denied.



Currently, Okamitsu has been instructed by the liquidator to remain at home, with little additional
guidance. "Religious activities as individuals are not prohibited," he noted, so they have been managing
by filming sermons on Sundays in borrowed homes for believers to watch online.
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Regarding the difficulty of obtaining permission to conduct religious activities in church facilities,
Okamitsu speculated,

"If it were solely the liquidator's decision, it's hard to imagine to be rejected to this extent. They may be
trying to avoid having people gather at church facilities due to public opinion."

Kyoko Niiyama (66, pseudonym), a female believer with over 40 years of faith who has belonged to the
same church since her marriage in 1992, emphasized,

"The emotional bonds among believers who are hurting have actually grown stronger."
On 20th March, Niiyama attended a barbecue event organized by believers. About 180 members gathered

at a park in Tokyo. Many were seeing each other for the first time since the dissolution was finalized, and
Niiyama felt a strong sense of relief. She said with a smile.

"Some people were so moved that they spontaneously hugged each other. We may have lost the building,
but it made us realize that the foundation of our faith was right here."
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