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Scene from video with actors enacting a deprogramming (faith-breaking) [See editor's note 3 below] 

story from real life in Japan. In this scene, a young man is being abducted by his family and relatives in 

league with and guided by professional faith-breakers to be brought to a secret location where he will be 

locked up and subjected to coercive faith-breaking (deprogramming) [See editor's note 3 below]. More 

than 4,300 members of the Family Federation in Japan became victims of such inhuman violations of 

human rights, but the police and authorities turned a blind eye to it. Screenshot from video by the 

National Association of Victims of Abduction, Confinement, and Forced Conversion. 

 

Tokyo newspaper exposes the forces the Japanese media don't mention in the 

Family Federation dissolution case even though they were instrumental in 

bringing about the outcome they have been campaigning systematically for during 

the last 50 years 

 

Tokyo, 27th March 2026 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai 

Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article. 

 

The Organization Must Address the Issue of Coercive Faith-Breaking (Forced 

Renunciation of Faith) 

 

Dissolution Order Against the Family Federation 

 

by Yoichiro Miyata (宮田陽一郎), head of the editorial and commentary department of Sekai Nippo 

 

On 4th March, the Tokyo High Court issued a 

decision in the immediate appeal regarding the 

request for a dissolution order against the 

Family Federation for World Peace and 

Unification (formerly the Unification Church), 

upholding the dissolution order handed down 

by the Tokyo District Court in March of last 

year. 

 

As a result, the Family Federation has lost its 

status as a religious corporation, and liquidation 

procedures have begun. Churches across the 

country have been placed under the control of a 

liquidator, and believers are currently unable to 

come and go. 

 

Since the 2009 compliance declaration [See 

editor's note 1 below], damage caused by donation-related issues within the Family Federation has 

decreased sharply. Nevertheless, the High Court piled inference upon inference and rejected the 

immediate appeal, stating that the "possibility" of unlawful acts could not be denied. It must be said that 
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this is an unjust decision, far removed from the principle of adjudication based on evidence. It is only 

natural that the Family Federation has filed a special appeal with the Supreme Court. 

 

Previously, the requirement under the Religious Corporations 

Act for issuing a dissolution order - "acts that clearly violate laws 

and significantly harm public welfare" - had been limited to 

criminal cases. However, following the July 2022 shooting of 

former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (安倍晋三), and amid 

opposition parties' pursuit of alleged "ties" to the Family 

Federation, the then-Kishida administration made a stopgap but 

significant reinterpretation, stating that "civil torts could also be 

included" in the requirements. Considering that this led to the 

High Court's decision, it can be said that Japan's "rule of law" is 

being seriously shaken. 

 

Regarding the High Court decision, the Japanese Communist 

Party's newspaper Shimbun Akahata featured the headline on its 

front page on 5th March: "Unification Church: High Court Also 

Orders Dissolution" and "Immediate Appeal Rejected; 

Liquidation Procedures to Begin". The article also quoted 

Secretary-General Akira Koike (小池晃), who commented: 

 

"Thanks to the truly tremendous efforts of the victims and their 

legal team over many years, this represents major progress in the 

form of a dissolution order." 

 

The Family Federation, together with its affiliated organization 

the International Federation for Victory Over Communism 

(IFVOC), has strongly criticized communism, which denies the 

existence of God. For this reason, the Communist Party has 

historically regarded both groups as enemies. 

 

In particular, the Communist Party openly displayed hostility 

after its supported candidate lost the Kyoto gubernatorial election 

in April 1978, bringing an end to 28 years of progressive 

prefectural administration. During that election campaign, the 

International Federation for Victory Over Communism (IFVOC) 

sharply criticized then-Communist Party Chairman Kenji 

Miyamoto (宮本顕治) over a prewar "lynching murder incident" 

[See editor's note 2 below], contributing to the party's defeat. 

Afterward, Miyamoto declared, 

 

"Leading the effort to eliminate the Federation for Victory Over 

Communism will be recorded in history as a 'holy struggle'." 

 

Meanwhile, in relation to the Family Federation, there were 

numerous cases in which believers were abducted and confined 

by opposing groups and pressured to renounce their faith. Since 

1966, more than 4,300 believers have reportedly been confined. 

Particularly between 1978 and 1986, there were successive cases 

in which believers were forcibly hospitalized in psychiatric 

institutions, some of which were affiliated with communist 

groups. 

 

Additionally, when the Federation for Victory Over Communism 

promoted a movement in the 1980s to enact an anti-espionage 

law, left-wing groups including the Communist Party launched a 

"spiritual sales" campaign to block it. Lawyers with close ties to 

the Communist Party formed the National Network of Lawyers 

Against Spiritual Sales. 

 

Relatives of believers, alarmed by media reports about "spiritual 

sales", consulted with Christian pastors opposed to the Family 

Federation, which led to an increase in abductions and 

confinement cases. Toru Goto, who was confined for 12 years 

and 5 months, was one such individual, held in a condominium 

room by family members, pastors, and professional deprogrammers. 

For mass deprogramming: Akira 

Koike, 30th March 2023 

 

Kenji Miyamoto (1908-2007), 

chairman of the Japanese 

Communist Party (JCP) 1958-

1977 

Toru Goto, member of Family 

Federation held captive for 12 

years and 5 months by his own 

family and professional faith-

breakers who attempted to break 

his faith 



 

 

 

On the other hand, the National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales actively pursued the 

"destruction of the Family Federation", including supporting lawsuits for damages filed by former 

believers who had renounced their faith. These legal battles have, in part, influenced the dissolution order. 

 

Criticizing the Family Federation is a matter of freedom. However, forcing believers to renounce their 

faith tramples on the constitutionally guaranteed freedom of religion and is absolutely unacceptable. The 

Family Federation must communicate to the public that such issues lie behind the dissolution order. 

 

 

[Editor's note 1: The 2009 compliance declaration of the Unification Church of Japan (now the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification) was a formal commitment by the organization to reform its 

practices in response to longstanding public criticism and legal challenges. 

 

The Unification Church in Japan had faced numerous allegations related to recruitment tactics and 

donation solicitation, termed "spiritual sales" (霊感商法) by a hostile network of activist lawyers who 

had declared the religious organization an enemy. These issues led to multiple lawsuits orchestrated by 

the activist lawyers and significant media backlash. This prompted the organization to take measures to 

restore its reputation and demonstrate compliance with legal and ethical standards. 

 

The religious organization pledged to stop possibly unethical donation practices, including what the 

hostile network of lawyers claimed amounted to "pressuring members into making large financial 

contributions under spiritual pretexts." 

 

This was in response to accusations from the same activist lawyers that followers "were being 

manipulated into giving away substantial amounts of money or property." 

 

The Unification Church stated it would enhance internal oversight to ensure compliance with ethical and 

legal standards. Measures included better training for leaders and stricter guidelines for evangelization 

and solicitation of donations. 

 

After this compliance declaration, there was a significant decrease in the number of lawsuits against the 

Unification Church - since 2015 called the Family Federation. The religious organization has used this as 

evidence that it has improved its practices and should not be subject to dissolution.] 

 

[Editor's note 2: The "lynching murder case" (リンチ殺人事件) refers to what is commonly known in 

Japan as the Japanese Communist Party lynching incident. 

 

In 1933, during Japan's prewar period of intense political repression, members of the underground 

Japanese Communist Party abducted and interrogated a fellow party member they suspected of being a 

police informant. The victim, Takiji Kobayashi (note: the exact victim often cited is party member Yoshio 

Yamamoto or similar depending on sources), was beaten and tortured during internal questioning. He 

subsequently died from the abuse, making it effectively an internal "purge killing." 

 

The incident became a long-standing political liability for the Communist Party. Decades later, critics - 

especially anti-communist groups - used it to argue that the party had a history of violent internal 

discipline. 

 

Kenji Miyamoto, who later became a prominent leader of the party, was accused of involvement in the 

incident as a young activist. Miyamoto denied direct responsibility, and the Communist Party has 

maintained that the accusations were exaggerated or politically motivated. 

 

However, anti-communist organizations have repeatedly highlighted the case as evidence against the 

party.] 

 

[Editor's note 3: Coercive faith-breaking ("deprogramming") in Japan refers to the practice of coercively 

attempting to separate individuals from their religious affiliations or beliefs, typically through 

intervention by family members, professional faith-breakers (deprogrammers) or organizations hostile to 

new religious movements (NRMs). This phenomenon often targets members of such movements, e.g. 

relatively large faiths like the Family Federation or Jehovah's Witnesses, but also smaller groups like 

Happy Science (Kōfuku no Kagaku) and other newer religious movements. 

 

However, also Soka Gakkai, a Buddhist-based lay organization with more than 8 million Japanese 

members, and affiliated with Nichiren Buddhism, has occasionally been subject to faith-breaking 

attempts. 

 

The practice gained attention in the latter half of the 20th century, particularly in the 1980s and 1990s. 



 

 

Parents or concerned family members often hired faith-breakers who taught them how to abduct and 

forcibly detain believers. Almost all such cases involved confining the individual believer and cutting him 

or her off from the religious community. During the confinement, the believer was subjected to intense 

questioning or indoctrination designed to break his or her faith. The aim was to "rescue" the person from 

what the family often had been tricked by faith-breakers or lawyers to regard as harmful influence from 

the religious organization. 

 

 
Also subject to faith-breaking attempts: Members of Soka Gakkai. Here students belonging to the faith in 

2001 

 

Critics of forced de-conversion argue that it violates fundamental human rights, including freedom of 

thought, religion, and association. Reports of psychological trauma and accusations of unlawful detention 

have sparked debates over its ethical and legal implications. In response, some religious groups, 

particularly NRMs, have lobbied for greater protections against such practices. 

 

Japanese courts have been inconsistent in addressing cases of coercive faith-breaking. While some 

verdicts have condemned the practice as illegal detention, others have been more lenient, citing family 

concerns about "mental health" or alleged "exploitation" as mitigating factors.] 
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Th is h ig h - p rofi l e l eg a l ca se
b r i ngs toget he r po l it i cs ,
re l i g i o n , a nd a l l eg at io ns of
co rru pt io n . At t he cente r of
the p roceed i ng s on 31 st
M a rch was Kweo n Seong -
dong (3 o o- ) , a sen io r
l awma ke r from the
conse rvat ive People Power

Party. Althoug h So uth
Ko rea n cou rts u su a l ly req u i re
t he defenda nt to be present ,
M othe r H a n d id not attend
d ue to he r cu r rent med ica l
t reatment.

Acco rd i ng to Newsl , t h e case
revo lves a rou nd accusat io n s
of “ po l it i ca l - re l i g io u s

co l l u s io n ” , a te rm used i n South Ko rea to descr i be
im p rope r o r u n l awfu l coope rat io n between re l ig io u s
g rou ps a nd po l i t i ca l a cto rs. P rosecuto rs a l l ege t h at fig u res
assoc ia ted with U n ifi cat io n ism attem pted to i nfl u ence
po l it i ca l o utcomes - pa rt i c u l a r ly the 2022 So uth Ko rea n
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su p po rt po l it i ca l

ca m pa ig ns. Acco rd i n g to

Kweo n ’s test i m o ny,

d u r i n g a m eet i ng i n l a te

2021 , Yoo n Yeo n g - h o ( &

9 S) , t he n a sen io r

U n ifi cat io n ism offic i a l ,

sug g ested p rovid i n g

b i l l i ons of wo n to

su p po rt h is pa rty's

p res id e nt i a l ca m pa ig n .

Kweo n c l a i m s h e

rejected t h e offe r ,

stat i ng th at su c h

p ra ct i ces we re n o lo n g e r

Yoon Yeong-ho, former

director general of the

director general of the

in terna tional headquarters of

the Fam ily Federation, here

l lth February 2022.

Screenshot from live

transm ission by FFWPU

acce pta b le i n m od ern So uth Ko rea n po l it i cs, wh ich n ow

re l ies m o re h eavi ly o n p u b l i c fu nd i n g a n d reg u l a ted

d on ations.

H e fu rt he r test ified that Yoo n Yeo n g - h o or a n ot he r

U n i fi cat i o n i sm re prese ntat i ve exp ressed i nte rest i n

h avi n g t h e n - p res i d e nt i a l ca n d id ate Yoo n S u k Yeo l S )

atte n d a “ Ko rea n Pe n i nsu la Pea ce S u m m it" a n eve nt

o rg a n i zed by U n ifi cat io n i sm. Kweo n sa id he to ld t h e m

t h is wo u l d be d iffi c u l t beca use of th e re l ig io us

o rg a n izat io n 's con t rove rs i a l re p uta t io n a m o n g t he p u b l i c .

U n ifi cat io n ism h as lo n g bee n pe rsecuted by

fu nd a m e nta l i st C h r ist i a ns i n So uth Ko rea , a n d t he i r

n u me ro us m ed i a o ut lets .

Acco rd i n g to th e N ewsl repo rt , i n a su bseq u e n t m eet i n g ,

U n ifi cat i o n ism offic i a l s a l l eg ed ly re ite rated the i r

w i l l i n g n ess to provid e su p po rt - t h i s t i m e su g gest i n g it

co u ld ch a n ne l d o n at io ns th ro u g h m u lt i p l e reg io n a l pa rty

o rg a n i za t io ns. Ag a i n , Kweo n c l a i m s he wa rn ed t h at su c h

a ct io n s co u l d vio l a te t he l aw if t h e fu n ds we re l i n ked to

t he re l ig io us org a n izat io n .

An ot h e r n ota b l e aspect of t h e test i m ony con ce rns a

c u l tu ra l d eta i l t h at m ay see m u n u s u a l to i n te rn at io n a l

rea d ers . Kweo n a c kn owl ed g ed th at he o n ce pe rfo rm ed a

"d ee p bow” to H a k J a H a n d u r i n g a vis it to t he Cheon

Jeong Temple a U n ifi cat io n i s m- re l ated s ite. I n

Ko rea n c u lt u re , es peci a l ly i n po l it i ca l con texts , su c h

g est u res ca n be a sig n of respect towa rd e l d ers o r

i nfl u e nt i a l fi g u res, pa rt icu l a r ly a ro u nd t h e Lu n a r N ew

Yea r . N ewsl d esc r i bes how Kweon d efe n d ed h is a ct ions as

a ro ut i n e exp ress io n of co u rtesy rat he r t h a n evi d e n ce of

u nd u e d efe re nce o r a l l eg ia nce, sayi ng ,

“Wh eth e r at a te m p le o r a sen io r ce nte r , i t is

sta n d a rd fo r po l it i c i a ns to offe r a d ee p bow

w he n vis it i n g a fte r Lu n a r N ew Yea r . If t hey g ive

yo u votes, wh at wo u ld n ’t yo u d o? "

Des p ite h i s d e n i a l s , p rosec u to rs p rese nted ev i d e n ce t h at

a p pea rs to co nt ra d ict Kweo n ’s c l a i m s. O ne p iece of

evid e nce is a d i a ry ent ry wr itte n by Yoon Yeo n g - h o, w h ich

re po rted ly i nc l u d es a n ote su g g est i n g fi n a n c ia l su p po rt

m ay h ave bee n p rov id ed to Kweo n . W he n co nfronted

wit h t h is, Kweo n q u est i o n ed w het he r d e nyi n g t h e

a l l eg a t io n i n co u rt co u l d expose h i m to pe rj u ry c h a rg es,

g ive n th at th e m atte r i s st i l l u n d e r a p pea l i n a se pa rate

t r i a l . U l t i m ate ly, he d ec l i n ed to a nswe r .

Th e a rt ic l e a l so to u c hes o n a n ot h e r a l l eg at i o n : t h at

Kweo n m ay h ave pa ssed a l o n g i nfo rm at i o n a bo u t a

possi b le i nvest ig at i o n i nto H a k J a H a n to U n ifi cat i o n ism

offic i a l Yoo n Yeo ng - h o. Kweo n d e n ied a ny i m p ro pe r

co n d u ct , d esc r i b i n g t h e i n fo rm at io n as a va g u e ru m o r

ra t h er t h a n co nfi rm ed i nte l l i g e nce. H e stated th at h e

s i m p ly m e nt ion ed it i n pass i n g o ut of person a l fa m i l i a r ity

with t h e i n d iv id u a l s i nvo lved , n ot as a n atte m pt to

i n te rfe re with a n i nvest ig at i o n .



Mother Han being released on 27th March 2026 for

urgen t medical treatment after being held detained in a

tiny cell for more than six mon ths. Photo: FFWPU

I n a d d it io n to Kweo n ’s test i m o ny, th e a rt ic l e h ig h l i g hts

p roced u ra l te ns io ns between th e co u rt a n d th e s pec i a l

p rosec ut i o n tea m . Th e p rosec uto rs c r it i c i zed t he cou rt fo r

q u ic k ly a p p rovi n g a s uspens io n of d ete nt io n fo r H a k 3 a

H a n wit h o ut g iv i n g th e m s uffi c ie nt t i m e to p rese nt th e i r

v iews. As a resu lt of th at dec i s ion , sh e was te m pora r i ly

re l eased fro m c u stody u nt i l t h e e n d of Apr i l . Th e co u rt

respo n d ed t h at t here we re va l i d rea son s fo r its d ec is i o n

b ut d id n ot e l a borate i n d eta i l .

N ewsl re po rts t h at th e t r i a l i s expected to co nc l u d e o n

1 2th J u n e , wh e n bot h s id es wi l l p rese nt t h e i r fi n a l

a rg u m ents. Th i s fi n a l h ea r i n g wi l l i n c l u d e t he

p rosec ut i o n 's se nte nc i n g req u est , a s we l l a s c l os i n g

state m e nts fro m t h e d efe nse a n d th e d efe n d a nts

t he m se lves. S u ch h ea r i n gs m a rk t he fi n a l sta g e of a

c r i m i n a l t r i a l i n So ut h Ko rea befo re t h e co u rt d e l ive rs its

ve rd ict.

M ot h e r H a n wa s re l ea sed from d ete nt io n o n 27th M a rc h

fo r u rg e nt m ed ica l t reat m e nt a n d wi l l a t l east u nt i l t he

e n d of Ap ri l n ot be a b l e to a p pea r i n t he cou rt h ea r i n gs of

h e r case. H er c u r re nt a bse n ce d oes n ot, h oweve r,

a uto m at ica l ly d e l ay th e l eg a l p rocess. As l o ng as h er

l awyers a re p rese nt a n d t he co u rt a cce pts h e r m ed ica l

co n d it io n , t h e t r i a l - es pec i a l ly t he sc h ed u l ed fi n a l h ea r i n g

- ca n p roceed as p l a n n ed .

I f 1 2th J u n e is t he fi n a l hea r i n g , a ve rd ict m ig ht rea l i st i ca l ly

co m e som et i m e i n l a te J u ne to J u ly. Th e co u rt sets a

se nte n c i ng d ate , u su a l ly 2-6 wee ks afte r t h e fi n a l h ea r i n g .

I n co m p l ex o r h ig h - p rofi l e cases, it ca n eve n ta ke l o n g er .

Afte r th e ve rd ict both p rosec ut io n a n d d efe nse h ave 7

d ays to fi l e a n a p pea l . Ap pea l s g o to a H ig h Co u rt (seco nd

i nsta n ce) , a n d potent i a l ly to th e S u pre m e Co u rt (fi n a l

i nsta n ce) . Th i s m ea ns th at th e J u n e t r i a l o utcom e is n ot

n ecessa r i ly fi n a l . The fu l l l eg a l p rocess co u l d co nt i n u e for

m o n t hs o r even yea rs .

See also Mother Han Nominated for Nobel Peace Prize

2026

See also Trump Adviser 's Praise for Mother Han Noticed

See also Spiritual Advisor as Diplomatic Intermediary

See also Update on Tria l Proceedings of Mother Han (83)

See also More Humanity Even in A Comm unist Prison?

See also Indictment Language Challenged by Defense



Text: Kn ut Holdh us, editor

Featured image above: Mother Han on 7th February

2020 in Capyeong, South Korea. Photo: FFWPU

See also In Tiny Solitary Cell: Irreversible Harm Caused

See also Relig ious Freedom Threat: China-Led Alliance

See also Gingrich Warns Against State Control of Faith

See also Dom ino Effect of Relig ious Persecu tion in Asia

See also Unificationism, Industry, and Cold War Survival

See also Curren t Korean Situation: Con text and Key

Issues

See also Court: Prosecutors ’ Overreach in Politicized

Case

See also S. Korea ’s Troubling Pattern of Selective Probes

See also Unification ism Emerging as a World Relig ion

See also Alarm Over State Interference in Religion

Related to release for Mother Han: Mother Han 's

Decem ber Tria l: Long Detention Ahead

Also related to July verdict likely: A 10-Min ute Visit to

Mother Han in Deten tion

Also related to July verdict likely: Denying Allegations:

Hak Ja Han (82) in Inquiry

Also related to July verdict likely: SKorean Court 's Sharp

Criticism of Prosecutors

And also related to July verdict like ly: Deten tion: Harsh

Cell Conditions Spark Outcry

More, related to July verdict likely: Ugly: Arrest Warrant

Sough t for Hak Ja Han (82)

And more, related to July verdict likely: Critics Warn of

“A uth oritarian Drift " in SKorea

Even more, rela ted to July verdict likely: Court Decision to

Prolong Deten tion Condem ned

Still more, rela ted to July verdict likely: Co-Founder, 82,

Questioned 9 Hours by Prosecutors

Also related to July verdict likely: Democratic Party 's

Assault on Family Federation

And even more, related to July verdict likely: Mother Han

(82) in Poor Health in Damp, Cold Cell

And still more, rela ted to July verdict likely: Korean Crisis:

“True Democracy Must Serve Heaven "

And yet more, related to July verdict likely: Faith Leaders

Protest State Assault on Relig ion

Also related to July verdict likely: News Release Blasts

Indictmen t of Hak Ja Han, 82

More, related to July verdict likely: 70 Years On: Detention

History Repea ts Itself

And more, related to July verdict likely: Trump Raises

Alarm Over Ch urch Raids in Korea

Even more, rela ted to July verdict likely: Mike Pompeo

Calls Probe of Co-Founder "Lawfare"

Still more, related to July verdict likely: Korean Faith

Crackdown: USA Urged to Con fron t It



Yet more, related to July verdict likely: Korean Bribery

Scandal: Media Clears Federation

And also rela ted to July verdict likely: Raids Blur Line

Between Justice and Politics

More, related to July verdict likely: Heavy-Handed Raid

on Sacred Sites Condem ned
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