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Artistic impression of Hak Ja Han being granted medical release. Illustration: ChatGPT, 

 

Seoul court grants Hak Ja Han third detention suspension - 

the longest release yet - until 30th April for urgent medical 

treatment 

 

On 27th March 2026, South Korean broadcaster MBC News reported that Hak Ja Han (한학자), the co-

founder and current head of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification - in Korea also called 

Unificationism (통일교) - was granted a third suspension of detention by the Seoul Central District 

Court. 

 

 
The gate to the Seoul Detention Center, where Mother Han has been held since September 22, 2025 Nov. 

2025) 

 

According to the MBC News report by Cha Hyeon-jin (차현진), the decision allows her temporary 

release until 30th April, marking the longest such suspension she has received to date. Hak Ja Han - also 

 
MBC News 



 

 

called Mother Han - is widely regarded as a central figure in ongoing allegations of improper ties between 

religious organizations and political power, making the court's repeated decisions to grant release a matter 

of considerable public attention. 

 

The court's 27th Criminal Division approved Mother Han's request on a conditional basis, meaning that 

although she will be released from custody, her freedom is tightly restricted. According to the ruling, she 

must remain in the hospital where she is currently receiving treatment throughout the duration of the 

suspension. This type of conditional release reflects the court's attempt to balance humanitarian concerns 

with the need to preserve the integrity of ongoing legal proceedings. 

 

In South Korea, a "suspension of detention" (구속집행정지) is a legal mechanism that permits the 

temporary release of a detained defendant under exceptional circumstances. It is most commonly granted 

when a defendant is suffering from a serious illness requiring sustained medical care, or when urgent 

personal matters - such as attending a close family member's funeral - make continued detention 

impractical or inhumane. Importantly, this measure does not terminate or weaken the underlying charges; 

rather, it pauses the physical detention while the judicial process continues. Courts typically impose strict 

conditions, such as confinement to a medical facility, restrictions on communication, or limits on travel, 

to mitigate risks of flight or evidence tampering. 

 

Mother Han's case illustrates how this 

mechanism can be used repeatedly when health 

concerns persist. Her first suspension of 

detention was granted in November 2025, when 

her legal team argued that she required 

immediate and ongoing medical treatment that 

could not be adequately provided in detention 

facilities. The court accepted this claim and 

allowed a short-term release, reportedly limited 

to a brief period necessary for stabilization and 

evaluation. A second suspension followed in 

February 2026, again on medical grounds. 

While similar in justification, that extension 

was also relatively short, suggesting that the 

court was proceeding cautiously and 

reassessing her condition at each stage. 

 

The third suspension, granted on 27th March 

2026, differs notably in its duration. Extending until 30th April, it is significantly longer than the earlier 

approvals. This likely reflects a combination of factors: the persistence or possible worsening of Mother 

Han's medical condition, the accumulation of medical documentation supporting the need for sustained 

treatment, and the court's growing acceptance that short, incremental extensions may be insufficient. At 

the same time, by requiring her to remain hospitalized, the court maintains a controlled environment that 

limits the possibility of interference with the case. 

 

The decision underscores the tension inherent in high-profile legal proceedings involving prominent 

figures. On one hand, courts must ensure that defendants receive adequate medical care and are treated in 

accordance with humanitarian standards. On the other, courts must safeguard public confidence in the 

fairness and rigor of the justice system, particularly in high-profile cases involving famous persons. 

Mother Han's repeated suspensions of detention - culminating in this longer release - highlight how South 

Korean courts navigate these competing imperatives through conditional and closely monitored measures 

rather than outright release. 

 

 

See also Trump Adviser's Praise for Mother Han Noticed 

 

See also Spiritual Advisor as Diplomatic Intermediary 

 

See also Update on Trial Proceedings of Mother Han (83) 

 

See also More Humanity Even in A Communist Prison? 

 

See also Indictment Language Challenged by Defense 
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See also In Tiny Solitary Cell: Irreversible Harm Caused 

 

 
A typical cell at Seoul Detention Center where 

Mother Han has been held for more than six 

months, and possibly will be held for many more 

months after her present temporary medical 

release. Image: Chat GPT 



 

 

See also Religious Freedom Threat: China-Led Alliance 

 

See also Gingrich Warns Against State Control of Faith 

 

See also Domino Effect of Religious Persecution in Asia 

 

See also Unificationism, Industry, and Cold War Survival 

 

See also Current Korean Situation: Context and Key Issues 

 

See also Court: Prosecutors' Overreach in Politicized Case 

 

See also S. Korea's Troubling Pattern of Selective Probes 

 

See also Unificationism Emerging as a World Religion 

 

See also Alarm Over State Interference in Religion 

 

Related to release for Mother Han: Mother Han's December Trial: Long Detention Ahead 

 

Also related to release for Mother Han: A 10-Minute Visit to Mother Han in Detention 

 

Also related to release for Mother Han: Denying Allegations: Hak Ja Han (82) in Inquiry 

 

Also related to release for Mother Han: SKorean Court's Sharp Criticism of Prosecutors 

 

And also related to release for Mother Han: Detention: Harsh Cell Conditions Spark Outcry 

 

More, related to release for Mother Han: Ugly: Arrest Warrant Sought for Hak Ja Han (82) 

 

And more, related to release for Mother Han: Critics Warn of "Authoritarian Drift" in SKorea 

 

Even more, related to release for Mother Han: Court Decision to Prolong Detention Condemned 

 

Still more, related to release for Mother Han: Co-Founder, 82, Questioned 9 Hours by Prosecutors 

 

Also related to release for Mother Han: Democratic Party's Assault on Family Federation 

 

And even more, related to release for Mother Han: Mother Han (82) in Poor Health in Damp, Cold Cell 

 

And still more, related to release for Mother Han: Korean Crisis: "True Democracy Must Serve Heaven" 

 

And yet more, related to release for Mother Han: Faith Leaders Protest State Assault on Religion 

 

Also related to release for Mother Han: News Release Blasts Indictment of Hak Ja Han, 82 

 

More, related to suspension of detention for Mother Han: 70 Years On: Detention History Repeats Itself 

 

And more, related to suspension of detention for Mother Han: Trump Raises Alarm Over Church Raids in 

Korea 

 

Even more, related to suspension of detention for Mother Han: Mike Pompeo Calls Probe of Co-Founder 

"Lawfare" 

 

Still more, related to suspension of detention for Mother Han: Korean Faith Crackdown: USA Urged to 

Confront It 

 

Yet more, related to suspension of detention for Mother Han: Korean Bribery Scandal: Media Clears 

Federation 

 

And also related to suspension of detention for Mother Han: Raids Blur Line Between Justice and Politics 

 

More, related to suspension of detention for Mother Han: Heavy-Handed Raid on Sacred Sites 

Condemned 

 

 

 














