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Seoul court fast-tracks complex proceedings in Hak Ja Han
trial as new phase with intensive hearings schedule is
announced

Amen News

The South Korean online religious news outlet Amen News, also
known by its Korean name "Kyohei Wa Shinang" (12| 2FA Y - Church and Faith), published 26th
March a report with details about the progression of the legal proceedings surrounding Hak Ja Han

(2F2E R, the co-founder and current leader of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification,
formerly the Unification Church.

Amen News, known for writing for Christian
audiences about perceived theological "risks"
within newer religious groups, explains that the
trial against the detained Hak Ja Han - also
called Mother Han - have entered a structured
and closely monitored phase. Seoul Central
District Court has formally announced an
intensive trial schedule extending from late
March through mid-June 2026. The case marks
one of the most consequential legal challenges
faced by a major religious figure in recent
Korean history.

According to court arrangements, a total of
thirteen hearings have been scheduled between
27th March and 12th June. This timetable
seems to reflect a deliberate judicial strategy:
proceedings will unfold at a relatively brisk
pace, with one to two hearings per week, many
of which will focus on witness examination.
The structured cadence suggests that the court

The court hearings schedule for Mother Han from aims to avoid unnecessary procedural delays
March 27, to June 12, 2026 while maintaining continuity in evidentiary
review.

The early phase of the trial is particularly witness-heavy. Beginning with a single witness on 27th March,



the schedule quickly escalates to multiple testimonies per session, including days with as many as five
witnesses. Through April and into May, hearings consistently feature three to five witnesses at a time,
indicating that the prosecution is likely front-loading testimonial evidence to establish a detailed factual
record. This approach is typical in complex cases involving finance, where layered transactions,
institutional structures, and chains of responsibility must be clarified through cumulative testimony.

According to the Amen News report, by late May and early June, the schedule appears to shift slightly,
with several dates listed without specified witness counts. This may indicate time reserved for cross-
examination, evidentiary disputes, or preliminary closing arguments. It is also possible that the court is
allowing flexibility for overruns or additional witnesses, a common necessity in multi-defendant cases
involving organizational leadership.

From an analytical standpoint, the duration of the trial itself is unlikely to conclude strictly within the
12th June timeframe. While these thirteen hearings represent the initial evidentiary phase, comparable
cases in South Korea - particularly those involving high-profile defendants and complex financial
allegations - often extend beyond initial schedules. Additional hearings, procedural motions, and potential
appeals could prolong the process into late 2026 or even beyond. Therefore, the current schedule should
be interpreted as the opening segment of a longer judicial trajectory rather than a definitive endpoint.

In South Korean criminal procedure, pre-trial
detention can be extended in increments,
subject to judicial review. Given the structured
pace of hearings and the level of allegations, it
is reasonable to anticipate that detention could
continue at least through the primary
evidentiary phase - that is, until mid-year - and
potentially longer if the court determines that
the risks of evidence tampering and flight
outweigh the health risks posed by holding a
frail octogenarian in poor health locked up in a
tiny cell for a very long period.

However, it is not guaranteed that detention
will last for the entirety of the trial. Defense
counsel may file motions for bail or conditional
release, particularly if the proceedings extend
significantly or if the defense can argue that the
risks justifying detention have diminished.
Layout of Mother Han's detention cell, compared to Courts sometimes grant release under strict
size of a Mini Cooper. Illustration conditions, such as travel restrictions or
financial guarantees, especially for elderly
defendants or those with stable residences and limited flight risk. Whether such considerations will apply
in this case remains uncertain.

Voices critical of the prolonged detention of and trial against the 83-year-old champion of world peace,
family values, and Korean reunification tend to focus on harsh detention conditions, prolonged custody,
or procedural intensity as concerns. The mainstream South Korean media tends, however, to interpret the
long trial as an expression of a complex evidentiary record, or a high-stakes, carefully managed
prosecution.

The announced trial schedule provides an important framework for what is likely to be a complex and
extended legal process. Both the duration of the trial and the length of detention will ultimately depend on
how the evidentiary phase unfolds, the volume of contested material, and judicial assessments of
procedural fairness and risk. The coming months will therefore serve less as a conclusion and more as a
critical foundation for the broader legal resolution of the case.
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