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Testimony contradictions shape high-profile Unificationism
trial as Seoul court hears conflicting accounts

The South Korean news agency News1 published on 20th March
an update on a high-profile court case involving Hak Ja Han

(2SR} - also called Mother Han - the co-founder and current
leader of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification -

formerly the Unification Church. In the Korean original, the name of the organization was Tongilgyo

(& 1) - Unificationism.

See also Update on Trial Proceedings of Mother Han (83)

See also Trump Adviser's Praise for Mother Han Noticed

Yoon Yeong-ho December 5, 2021

Writing for News1, reporter Moon Hye-won (&3] &) 2026,
described details of the same day's proceedings which

highlighted a sharp and public clash between Mother Han's
attorneys and a key witness, former senior Federation official

Yoon Yeong-ho (=¥ 2), whose testimony directly contradicts
her defense.

The case revolves around accusations that Hak Ja Han and her
associates improperly funneled money into South Korean
politics, to members of both the conservative People Power Party
(PPP) and the current governing Democratic Party of Korea
(DPK). Prosecutors allege that Family Federation funds were
used to make unlawful political contributions, including so-
called "split donations™ - a tactic in which fairly large sums are
broken into smaller amounts and distributed under multiple
names to bypass legal limits and disclosure requirements. In
addition, special prosecutors appointed by the Lee Jae-myung




(O] XH &H) administration accuse Mother Han of approving or directing the use of Unificationism funds to
purchase expensive gifts for politically connected individuals.

As reported by Newsl, during the hearing at
the Seoul Central District Court 20th March,

Yoon Yeong-ho (& 3 =) appeared as a
witness. Once a high-ranking official within the
Family Federation, he has become a central
figure in the case due to his earlier statements
to investigators. Yoon had previously claimed
that many of the alleged unlawful activities
were carried out under Mother Han's direct
instructions. However, his testimony in court
was marked by a careful and somewhat
defensive tone, as he sought to clarify his role
while maintaining his earlier claims.

Donald Trump delivering his video message 12th

Sep. 2021 at Rally of Hope held in Gapyeong, South | A key moment in the proceedings came when

Korea Hak Ja Han's defense team questioned Yoon

about whether she had explicitly ordered him to

carry out unlawful acts, such as delivering 100 million Korean won (approximately $75,000 USD) in cash
to a sitting lawmaker or supporting local party organizations. Yoon responded by denying that he
personally initiated the scheme, insisting instead that he had acted in line with broader expectations and
pressures within the organization. He emphasized that he would not have acted independently in such
serious matters, stating that he was now speaking "according to his conscience".

According to the News1 article, Mother Han, visibly engaged in the proceedings, interrupted at one point
to directly challenge Yoon's claims, asking whether she had ever explicitly instructed him to commit
unlawful acts. Her interjection underscored the central dispute of the trial: whether the alleged
wrongdoing was directed from the top leadership or carried out independently by subordinates.

Another point of contention involved a 2021
event hosted by Unificationism that featured a
congratulatory speech by former U.S.
President Donald Trump. Prosecutors have
suggested that approximately $1 million was
spent to secure Trump's participation. Yoon
testified that he had reported both the event
and its cost to Mother Han, adding that the
high expense had caused internal difficulties.
She, however, disputed this account, stating
that she had not been aware of the specific
amount involved.

Yoon further argued that it would have been
impossible for him to authorize such a large
expenditure without approval, suggesting that
he would have faced immediate dismissal if he
had done so independently. This claim directly
challenges Mother Han's defense, which
portrays Yoon as a rogue actor whose personal
misconduct should not be attributed to the top
leadership of the religious organization.

Beyond the issue of political donations, the
case also includes allegations that luxury items
- such as a high-value diamond necklace from
a British jeweler - were delivered to South
Korea's First Lady, Kim Keon-hee, in
connection with requests or favors related to
projects advocated by Unificationism. These
accusations, if proven, could have significant
political implications, as they suggest a direct link between a religious organization and the highest levels
of government.

Dr. Hak Ja Han honored for her peace work,
receiving an honorary doctorate on August 14, 2022
from Francisco Rojas Aravena, President of
University of Peace in Costa Rica, an international
university established by the UN General Assembly
in 1980

Mother Han's legal team has consistently denied all charges, arguing that any unlawful actions were the
result of Yoon's personal decisions and not part of any coordinated effort by the Family Federation. They




maintain that the organization itself did not engage in wrongdoing and that Mother Han did not authorize
any unlawful conduct.

As the trial continues, it is likely to remain a focal point of public attention in South Korea, raising
broader questions about the relationship between religion and politics. Most of the media coverage has
viewed the case from a purely legal standpoint. The key issue has been whether funds were used in
violation of South Korea's political finance and anti-corruption laws.

This is no doubt how the the current administration of Lee Jae-myung prefers the case against Mother
Han to be covered. There is a perception among observers that political finance violations are being
pursued more aggressively now. Relationships between private organizations (including religious ones)
and politicians are under tighter scrutiny.

Of course, the mission of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification - including global
peacebuilding and unification - does not exempt it from political finance regulations.

An important point absent in the South Korean media is, however, the interpretation of intent. The
defense may argue that actions were part of international outreach or peace-building, and not intended as
political interference. This could influence how the court evaluates intent, which sometimes matters in
sentencing or in distinguishing between negligence and deliberate wrongdoing.

In South Korea, the case is often framed as "religion - politics collusion". But supporters of the movement
may frame it as legitimate global engagement being misunderstood or politicized.

This divide affects public opinion, even if it does not directly determine the verdict. Activities that might
be tolerated or overlooked in other countries (e.g., the U.S.) can trigger legal issues in South Korea
because the regulatory environment is stricter, and the political culture is less tolerant of blurred
boundaries. So the same type of engagement can be "advocacy" in one country, but "illegal political
involvement™ in another.

See also Trump Adviser's Praise for Mother Han Noticed

See also Update on Trial Proceedings of Mother Han (83)

See also More Humanity Even in A Communist Prison?

See also Indictment Language Challenged by Defense

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor

See also In Tiny Solitary Cell: Irreversible Harm Caused

See also Religious Freedom Threat: China-Led Alliance

See also Gingrich Warns Against State Control of Faith

See also Domino Effect of Religious Persecution in Asia

See also Unificationism, Industry, and Cold War Survival

See also Current Korean Situation: Context and Key Issues

See also Court: Prosecutors' Overreach in Politicized Case

See also S. Korea's Troubling Pattern of Selective Probes

See also Unificationism Emerging as a World Religion

See also Alarm Over State Interference in Religion

Related to testimony dispute in court: Mother Han's December Trial: Long Detention Ahead

Also related to testimony dispute in court: A 10-Minute Visit to Mother Han in Detention

Also related to testimony dispute in court: Denying Allegations: Hak Ja Han (82) in Inquiry

Also related to testimony dispute in court: SKorean Court's Sharp Criticism of Prosecutors




And also related to testimony dispute in court: Detention: Harsh Cell Conditions Spark Outcry

More, related to testimony dispute in court: Ugly: Arrest Warrant Sought for Hak Ja Han (82)

And more, related to testimony dispute in court: Critics Warn of "Authoritarian Drift" in SKorea

Even more, related to testimony dispute in court: Court Decision to Prolong Detention
Condemned

Still more, related to testimony dispute in court: Co-Founder, 82, Questioned 9 Hours by
Prosecutors

Also related to testimony dispute in court: Democratic Party's Assault on Family Federation

And even more, related to testimony dispute in court: Mother Han (82) in Poor Health in Damp,
Cold Cell

And still more, related to testimony dispute in court: Korean Crisis: "True Democracy Must Serve
Heaven"

And yet more, related to testimony dispute in court: Faith Leaders Protest State Assault on
Religion

Also related to testimony dispute in court: News Release Blasts Indictment of Hak Ja Han, 82

More, related to testimony dispute in court: 70 Years On: Detention History Repeats Itself

And more, related to testimony dispute in court: Trump Raises Alarm Over Church Raids in
Korea

Even more, related to testimony dispute in court: Mike Pompeo Calls Probe of Co-Founder
"Lawfare"

Still more, related to testimony dispute in court: Korean Faith Crackdown: USA Urged to
Confront It

Yet more, related to testimony dispute in court: Korean Bribery Scandal: Media Clears Federation

And also related to testimony dispute in court: Raids Blur Line Between Justice and Politics

More, related to testimony dispute in court: Heavy-Handed Raid on Sacred Sites Condemned













VIV, TEIULEU LY N ULEDLET D DU U WU L LAY ST UMD FCIUVYD LISV

Order Decried

Also related to protesters sound alarm: “Lawyers Lying and Shaming Japan™
for 50 Years

And also related to protesters sound alarm: Japan Following the Way of
China

And also related to protesters sound alarm: Japan’s Dissolution Case Echoes
China’s Playbook

More, related to protesters sound alarm: Medio/Legal Expert: Communism
Behind Persecution

And more, related to protesters sound alarm: Militant Lawyers Dictate
Government Policy

More, related to protesters sound alarm: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its
Rights

And more, related to protesters sound alarm: State and Media Creating
“Today’s Non-Citizens”

Still more, related to protesters sound alarm: Japan Copying China: State
Seizure of Churches

And still more, related to protesters sound alarm: 12 Religious Freedom NGOs
Dencuncing Japan

More, related to protesters sound alarm: 4300 Abductions and Forcible
Detentions

And more, related to protesters sound alarm: Japan: Families Fear for Graves
of Loved Ones

Yet more, related to protesters sound alarm: Lawyers Manipulating,
Coercing, Lying

Also related to protesters sound alarm: Kishida Follows Anti-Family
Federation Minister

Also related to protesters sound alarm: Militant Lawyers Dictate Government
Policy

Still more, related to protesters sound alarm: Malicious One-Sided
Government Source Selection

And still more, related to protesters sound alarm: Japan Urged to Make U-
Turn

And yet more, related to protesters sound alarm: Dangerous Precedent to
Crush Religions

Even more, related to protesters sound alarm: Japan Following the Way of
China

Yet more, related to protesters sound alarm: Japanese Communists’ Final
War

Still more, related to protesters sound alarm: Political and Social Activism
behind Oppression

Still more, related to protesters sound alarm: Dissolution Case: Rule of Law
on Trial 4th March

Previous Next

« Update On Trial Proceedings Of ... Testimony Dispute Takes Center ...

»

m FAMILY FEDERATION GET STARTED SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER

FOR WORLD PEACE AND UNIFICATION
EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST

® © o @ X






