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Hak Ja Han being questioned during trial. Illustration: ChatGPT  

 

Trial update on latest developments in 

Mother Han's legal proceedings as the old 

and frail religious leader soon will have been 

kept detained in tiny cell for six months 

 

A brief report on the progress of Mother Han's 

trial and investigation, issued 18th March 2026 

by the Culture and Public Relations Department of the Korean headquarters of the Family Federation for 

World peace and Unification. See the original report in Korean. 

 

See also Trump Adviser's Praise for Mother Han Noticed 

 

See also More Humanity Even in A Communist Prison? 

 

See also Indictment Language Challenged by Defense 

 

Progress Report on True Mother's Trial and Investigation 

 

This past week the schedule for True Mother's trial (court hearings) and investigative proceedings 

continued and many members have joined in offering prayer and devotions. There were two sessions of 

the trial that is currently in progress, and an additional session of questioning by the joint investigation 

headquarters of the prosecutors and police. We are therefore offering this brief report to update members, 

who have been anxious. 

 

Testimony by Former International Headquarters Director-General 

 

The court sessions on Tuesday, 10th March, and Friday, 13th March, consisted of the prosecution's direct 

examination and the defense's cross-examination of the former International Headquarters director-

general. As you may already be aware, the former director-general's statements to the prosecution [in 

court] and the special prosecutor [investigator] are currently considered virtually the only evidence 

supporting the charges against True Mother. Accordingly, the examination process to assess the 

credibility of those statements carries greater significance than ever before. 

 

 
Family Federation of South Korea 



 

 

Additional, regarding the issue of whether True Mother could be released on bail, the court has also stated 

it would "decide after reviewing the extent to which the evidence has been examined," creating the 

possibility that this period of questioning may serve as a critical turning point for future judicial decisions. 

From the court's perspective, there is also an unavoidable concern that key figures in the case could 

possibly be subjected to external influence, especially influence from the organization. 

 

Developments During the Hearings 

 

The defense team, recognizing that True Mother's physical 

strength has greatly declined, have respectfully urged her, 

"Mother, you must stay strong." As the former director-general, 

in the process of deflecting or downplaying his own actions, is 

asserting that they were carried out under True Mother's direction 

and approval, it was deemed necessary for her to participate 

directly in these sessions in case there may be a need for her to 

confirm something or respond to the testimony. 

 

 

Throughout the hearings, the former director often refused to 

testify or declined to provide answers to questions regarding the 

core charges. He also made lengthy statements on other issues 

that offered a distorted view of the entire church as a group 

habitually engaged in unlawful or illegal acts. In particular, he 

went so far as to make statements that a person of faith would 

never make and which directly singled out True Mother, 

including, "Nothing was left unreported," "Only the leader 

(Mother) can determine political objectives," and "Please ask the 

President (Mother)." 

 

Through her legal counsel, True Mother repeatedly and firmly 

declared, "Such things absolutely did not occur," and "There is 

no reason they would." As the hearings extended for hours, the 

court periodically checked on the condition of True Mother's 

health. Nevertheless, True Mother expressed her determination to 

remain until the end and attended the proceedings until they 

concluded after 8:00 PM. 

 

Progress Report on the Joint Investigation 

 

On Wednesday, 11th March, True Mother underwent a third 

round of questioning by the joint investigation headquarters of 

the prosecutors and police. This investigation, too, was prompted 

by statements the former director-general made to the special 

prosecutor and to the court. The 10th March trial session ended at 

6:00 PM, the 11th March questioning at 5:00 PM, and the 13th March trial session extended past 8:00 

PM. Despite the relentless schedule day after day, True Mother faced every step of the process with 

dignity. 

 

Beloved members, this is a time when our prayers and devotions are needed more than ever. Though True 

Mother has asked, "Do not pray for me," we surely feel unable to cease our prayers. We earnestly ask all 

members to unite in prayer with one heart so that under Heavenly Parent's protection the truth may be 

revealed and True Mother may return home in health and at peace. 

 

We pray that Heavenly Parent's grace will be with each family. 

 

 

See also Trump Adviser's Praise for Mother Han Noticed 

 

See also More Humanity Even in A Communist Prison? 

 

See also Indictment Language Challenged by Defense 

 

See also In Tiny Solitary Cell: Irreversible Harm Caused 

 

See also Religious Freedom Threat: China-Led Alliance 

 

See also Gingrich Warns Against State Control of Faith 

 

Yoon Yeong-ho, former director 

general of the international 

headquarters of the Family 

Federation, February 11, 2022 

 

Min Joong-gi, the head of an army 

of special prosecutors with 

extensive investigative powers. 

Image: Grok xAI 



 

 

See also Domino Effect of Religious Persecution in Asia 

 

See also Unificationism, Industry, and Cold War Survival 

 

See also Current Korean Situation: Context and Key Issues 

 

See also Court: Prosecutors' Overreach in Politicized Case 

 

See also S. Korea's Troubling Pattern of Selective Probes 

 

See also Unificationism Emerging as a World Religion 

 

See also Alarm Over State Interference in Religion 

 

Related to update on trial proceedings: Mother Han's December Trial: Long Detention Ahead 

 

Also related to update on trial proceedings: A 10-Minute Visit to Mother Han in Detention 

 

Also related to update on trial proceedings: Denying Allegations: Hak Ja Han (82) in Inquiry 

 

Also related to update on trial proceedings: SKorean Court's Sharp Criticism of Prosecutors 

 

And also related to update on trial proceedings: Detention: Harsh Cell Conditions Spark Outcry 

 

More, related to update on trial proceedings: Ugly: Arrest Warrant Sought for Hak Ja Han (82) 

 

And more, related to update on trial proceedings: Critics Warn of "Authoritarian Drift" in SKorea 

 

Even more, related to update on trial proceedings: Court Decision to Prolong Detention 

Condemned 

 

Still more, related to update on trial proceedings: Co-Founder, 82, Questioned 9 Hours by 

Prosecutors 

 

Also related to update on trial proceedings: Democratic Party's Assault on Family Federation 

 

And even more, related to update on trial proceedings: Mother Han (82) in Poor Health in Damp, 

Cold Cell 

 

And still more, related to update on trial proceedings: Korean Crisis: "True Democracy Must 

Serve Heaven" 

 

And yet more, related to update on trial proceedings: Faith Leaders Protest State Assault on 

Religion 

 

Also related to update on trial proceedings: News Release Blasts Indictment of Hak Ja Han, 82 

 

More, related to update on trial proceedings: 70 Years On: Detention History Repeats Itself 

 

And more, related to update on trial proceedings: Trump Raises Alarm Over Church Raids in 

Korea 

 

Even more, related to update on trial proceedings: Mike Pompeo Calls Probe of Co-Founder 

"Lawfare" 

 

Still more, related to update on trial proceedings: Korean Faith Crackdown: USA Urged to 

Confront It 

 

Yet more, related to update on trial proceedings: Korean Bribery Scandal: Media Clears 

Federation 

 

And also related to update on trial proceedings: Raids Blur Line Between Justice and Politics 

 

More, related to update on trial proceedings: Heavy-Handed Raid on Sacred Sites Condemned 
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Religion and politics not so separate after 
all as shown in recent case where faith 
network opened door to Donald Trump's 
Oval Office 

How South Korean Prime Minister 
Found Unorthodox Way to Meet the 
American President 

Religious affairs 
reporter Jeong 
Seong-su (iHf?-). 
Photo 

Under the headl ine "W hat 

Pastor Lee Young-hoon's 

View of Relig ion Reveals", 

on 18th March t he South 

Korean daily Segye llbo 

published an opinion piece 
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by religion reporter Jeong Seong-su (~ 1':l"r). 

See also Trump Adviser 's Pra ise for Mother Han Noticed 

See also Update on Tr ial Proceedings o f Mot her Han 

(83) 

(2025): Segye /Ibo Comment ing on the meeting in Washington DC on 13th 

March between President Donald Trump and South 

Korean Prime Minister Kim Min-seok (~ '2.!~). Jeong points out that in times of 

g lobal instabil ity, t rad itional d iplomacy is not always the only channel t h rough 
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which countries communicate. While official meet ings between heads of 

state typically dom inate internat ional relations, there are moments when less 
v isible networks - personal, cu ltural, or even relig ious - quietly p lay a decisive 

role. The above-mentioned meeting between Trump and Kim illustrates how 

such a lternative pathways can influence h igh-level po lit ica l engagement, and 

it a lso raises broader questions about t he role religion can play in public life. 

The backdrop to this story is a world increasingly marked by geopolitical 
tension. As conflicts intensify, particularly in regions like t he Middle East, many 

countries are turning inward, prio rit izing national interests and becoming 

more cautious in their international dealings. In this climate, maintaining 

open lines of communication becom es both more difficult and more 

important. It is here that informal or "private" networks - connect ions that 

exist outside formal government st ructures - can prove valuab le. 

The st riking example reporter Jeong holds up in 
his article is p recise ly t he recent visit by South 

Korea's p rime m inister to t he United States. 

During t his trip, he secured a roughly 20-minute 

meeti ng with the U.S. president. At fi rst g la nce, 

this may not seem extraordinary. However, w ith in 

t he norms of d iplomatic protocol, it is high ly 

unusual. In both South Korea and the United 

States, which operate u nder p residential 

systems, the primary channel for d iplomacy is 
typically between presidents themselves. A 

prime minister does not usual ly receive the same 

level of d irect access, especially w hen the 

president in question is known to have a t ightly 

packed schedule. 

This raises an obvious q uestion: how did such a 

meeti ng come about. 

Sout h Korean Prime 
Minister Kim Min -seok ( ?I 
f!J~). Photo: l;Jf!i!/ f!J?{ Cf-J,f­

Of f!J? 'if]. License: CC Attr 
3.0 Unp. Cropped 

The answer lies not in formal d iplomacy, but in a network of religious 

relat io nships. The connection was facilitated t hrough t ies between a 

prominent South Korean pastor and Paula White, an American religious 

figure who serves as a fai th advisor within the U.S. political sphere. Before 

meeti ng t he U.S. president, the South Korean prime minister first met with 
this advisor, discussing issues such as religious freedom in Korea and broader 

bilateral concerns. During t he conversations, White brought up the 

quest ionable detention of pastor Son Hyun-bo ('i'."~.'i'.) and Hak Ja Han (~§t 

;l;r) , the co-founder and current president of the Family Federation for World 

Peace and Unification. Th is conversation helped pave t he way for the 

subsequent presidential meeting. 

Although t he meet ing itself was brief, its significance goes beyond its 

duration. It demonstrates how influence and access can sometimes be bu ilt 

t hrough trust-based networks that exist ou tside official government channels. 

In t his case, relig ion served as a bridge - linking individuals and instit utions 

across nat ional boundaries in a way that formal d iplomacy alone might not 

have achieved. 

Pastor Lee Young-hoon p reaching at Yeouido Full Gospel Church in Seoul. 
Photo: Massimo fnt rovigne I Bitter Winter 

At the center of this network, according to t he Segye l lbo article, is a major 

South Korean church and its leader since 2008, Lee Young-hoon (OJ 'ti~) [See 

editor's note below], a pastor who has long been act ive in bu ilding 

connections w it h American evangelica l commun ities. His ro le in t h is situation 

is particularly noteworthy because it high lights a different d imension of 
religio us leadership - one that extends beyond spiritual g uidance into the 

realm of socia l and even d iplom atic engagement. 

Interesting ly, th is sam e pastor has recent ly faced dom estic cont roversy. He 
was involved in a dispute w ith the cu rrent South Korean government t hat led 

to a search and seizure, raising concerns about the re lationship between 

relig io n and po litical power. Despite this tensio n, he still chose to assist a 

government representative in establ ish ing contact wit h U.S. politica l figures. 

This decision is significant because it suggests a w illing ness to priorit ize 

broad er public o r national interests over persona l grievances. 

Observers who have fol lowed his career often describe his approach to 
religio n as "pragm atica lly open". While he belongs to a conservat ive 

evangelical t radit ion, he does not appear to view other relig ions as threat s 
that must be rejected outrig ht. Instead, he demonst rates a deg ree of flexibi lity 

and openness t hat is not always associated wit h conservative re lig ious 

leadership. Th is perspective may be influenced by h is academ ic background. 
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He stud ied theology at Yonsei Un iversity's College of Theology which is know n 

for encourag ing dialogue between differen t religious trad it ions and for 

promoting a more inclusive understanding of faith. 

Th is background helps explain why he might be comfortable engaging in a 

role that connects diverse g roups, rather t han isolating them. It also reflects a 

broader idea: t hat religion, when approached with openness, can contribute 

posit ively to social cohesion and even international cooperation. 

The article 

ultimately 
invites readers 

to reth ink a 

common 

assumption -

t hat relig ion 

and polit ics 

should exist in 

completely 
separate 

spheres. In 
many societies, 

t here is a 

tendency to 

see the 

relationship in 

stark, either-or 

terms. On one 

A major debate about religious freedom, government 

au thority, and the limits of state power has emerged in 
South Korea under the cu rrent Lee Jae -myung 
admnstration. Illustration: Cha t GPT, 5th March 2026 

hand, some argue that religion should be entirely excluded from public affairs 

to prevent undue influence. On the other hand, t here are cases where polit ical 

actors attempt to use religion as a tool for mobilizing support, which can lead 

to its own set of p roblems. 

However, the situation described here suggests a more nuanced reality. In a 

mature democratic system, religion and politics are not entirely disconnected. 

The key issue is not whether t hey interact, but how t hey interact. Ideally, the 

relationship should be based on m utual respect and a balanced form of 
cooperation, rather t han domination by one side or exploitation by the other. 

In t his particular case, religion d id not seek to replace pol itical authority, nor 

did political leaders appear to manipu late religion for their own ends. Instead, 
a religious network provided a channel for dialogue, helping to faci litate 

communication at a moment when it might otherwise have been difficu lt. 

Th is is an example of what relig ion can offer when it operates as a source of 

social trust and international connection. 

Anot her important aspect of the story is t he question of personal attitude. Lee 

Young-hoon, the pastor involved, had reason to feel resent ment toward the 

government, g iven his recent experiences. Yet he chose not to let that 

resentment d ictate his actions. By agreeing to help, he demonst rated a 

commitment to cooperation t hat transcended personal or political conflict. 
This decision underscores an important principle: t hat public responsibility 

sometimes requires sett ing aside private grievances. 

Ultimately, the story serves as a reminder that religion can play very d ifferent 
roles in society. When it becomes rig id or exclusionary, it can deepen divisions 

and act as a barrier between groups. But w hen it is practiced w ith openness 
and a w illingness to engage, it can serve as a bridge - connecting people, 

ideas, and even nations. 

This raises a broader question for modern societies: should religion be seen 

primarily as something that must be kept at a d istance from politics, or can it 

function as a constructive part ner in areas where governments alone may fa ll 

short? The example d iscussed here does not provide a defin it ive answer, but it 

does suggest that religion's potentia l role is more complex t han often 

assumed. 

In a world where conflict and division are increasing ly visible, the possibi lity 

that re ligion m ight contribute to d ialogue and cooperation remains an 
important one. And in this case, it was the actions of a single religious leader 

that helped bring t hat possibility into focus. 

See also Trump Adviser 's Praise for Mother Han Noticed 

See also Upda te on Tria l Proceedings o f Mother Han (83) 

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor 

Featured image above: Faith Office Advisor Paula White-Cain offers a prayer 

at a luncheon and briefing with President Donald Trump and the White 

House Faith Office, Monday, July 14, 2025, in the State Dining Room. (Offic ial 

White House Photo by Joyce N. Boghosian). Public domain image 



One of the religious organizations being cracked dow n on in South Korea: 
Yeouido Full Gospel Church, here 4th Dec. 2076. Photo: Striker9498 I 
Wikimedia Commons. Public domain image 

[Editor's note: Lee Young-hoon (0I 'i?l~ ). since 2008 the main pastor of 

Yeouido Full Gospel Church, the world's largest Pentecostal congregation, is a 

prominent religious figure. His church and personal offices were searched on 

18th July 2025, illustrating the argument that investigative overreach has 

g ravely affected rel ig ious communities. Even though Rev. Lee was not a 

suspect , the symbolic impact of the raid, he argues, caused reputational 

damage to both h imself and mil lions of fol lowers - exactly the kind of 

scenario prosecutors have been u rged to avoid. His experience underscores 

t he concern that religious spaces and leaders can become collateral in 
polit ical ly charged investigations intended tor public ettect. 

A controversy arose in 2023 when Lee, a mainstream mega-church leader, 

publicly at a pol itical event, expressed support for Jeon Kwang-hoon, a 

polit ically active Protestant pastor known for h is anti-communism and 

repeated controversia l statements. Lee urged backing for the anti-communist 

campaign rhetoric of Jeon, seen by many Christians as a highly polarizing 

political pastor. Lee leads a mainstream, g lobally v isible church, so endorsing 

such a figure was seen as c rossing institutional and theological boundaries. 

Pastor Lee succeeded founder David Yonggi Cho (1936-2021) as senior pastor 

in 2008. The Yeouido Full Gospel Church has more than 800,000 members.] 
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