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Faith Office Advisor Paula White-Cain offers a prayer at a luncheon and briefing with President Donald 

Trump and the White House Faith Office, Monday, July 14, 2025, in the State Dining Room 

 

Religion and politics not so separate after all as shown in recent 

case where faith network opened door to Donald Trump's Oval 

Office 

 

How South Korean Prime Minister Found Unorthodox Way 

to Meet the American President 

 

Under the headline "What Pastor Lee Young-hoon's View of 

Religion Reveals", on 18th March the South Korean daily Segye 

Ilbo published an opinion piece by religion reporter Jeong Seong-

su (정성수). 

 

See also Trump Adviser's Praise for Mother Han Noticed 

 

See also Update on Trial Proceedings of Mother Han (83) 

 

Commenting on the meeting in Washington DC on 13th March 

between President Donald Trump and South Korean Prime 

Minister Kim Min-seok (김민석), Jeong points out that in times 

of global instability, traditional diplomacy is not always the only 

channel through which countries communicate. While official 

meetings between heads of state typically dominate international 

relations, there are moments when less visible networks - 

personal, cultural, or even religious - quietly play a decisive role. 

The above-mentioned meeting between Trump and Kim illustrates how such alternative pathways can 

influence high-level political engagement, and it also raises broader questions about the role religion can 

play in public life. 

 

The backdrop to this story is a world increasingly marked by geopolitical tension. As conflicts intensify, 

particularly in regions like the Middle East, many countries are turning inward, prioritizing national 

interests and becoming more cautious in their international dealings. In this climate, maintaining open 

lines of communication becomes both more difficult and more important. It is here that informal or 

"private" networks - connections that exist outside formal government structures - can prove valuable. 

 

 
Segye Ilbo 

 

Religious affairs reporter Jeong 

Seong-su  (2025) 



 

 

The striking example reporter Jeong holds up in his article is precisely the recent visit by South Korea's 

prime minister to the United States. During this trip, he secured a roughly 20-minute meeting with the 

U.S. president. At first glance, this may not seem extraordinary. However, within the norms of diplomatic 

protocol, it is highly unusual. In both South Korea and the United States, which operate under presidential 

systems, the primary channel for diplomacy is typically between presidents themselves. A prime minister 

does not usually receive the same level of direct access, especially when the president in question is 

known to have a tightly packed schedule. 

 

This raises an obvious question: how did such a meeting come 

about. 

 

The answer lies not in formal diplomacy, but in a network of 

religious relationships. The connection was facilitated through 

ties between a prominent South Korean pastor and Paula White, 

an American religious figure who serves as a faith advisor within 

the U.S. political sphere. Before meeting the U.S. president, the 

South Korean prime minister first met with this advisor, 

discussing issues such as religious freedom in Korea and broader 

bilateral concerns. During the conversations, White brought up 

the questionable detention of pastor Son Hyun-bo (손현보) and 

Hak Ja Han (한학자), the co-founder and current president of 

the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification. This 

conversation helped pave the way for the subsequent presidential 

meeting. 

 

Although the meeting itself was brief, its significance goes 

beyond its duration. It demonstrates how influence and access 

can sometimes be built through trust-based networks that exist outside official government channels. In 

this case, religion served as a bridge - linking individuals and institutions across national boundaries in a 

way that formal diplomacy alone might not have achieved. 

 

 
Pastor Lee Young-hoon preaching at Yeouido Full Gospel Church in Seoul, South Korea  

 

At the center of this network, according to the Segye Ilbo article, is a major South Korean church and its 

leader since 2008, Lee Young-hoon (이영훈) [See editor's note below], a pastor who has long been active 

in building connections with American evangelical communities. His role in this situation is particularly 

noteworthy because it highlights a different dimension of religious leadership - one that extends beyond 

spiritual guidance into the realm of social and even diplomatic engagement. 

 

Interestingly, this same pastor has recently faced domestic controversy. He was involved in a dispute with 

the current South Korean government that led to a search and seizure, raising concerns about the 

relationship between religion and political power. Despite this tension, he still chose to assist a 

government representative in establishing contact with U.S. political figures. This decision is significant 

because it suggests a willingness to prioritize broader public or national interests over personal 

grievances. 

 

South Korean Prime Minister Kim 

Min-seok 



 

 

Observers who have followed his career often describe his approach to religion as "pragmatically open". 

While he belongs to a conservative evangelical tradition, he does not appear to view other religions as 

threats that must be rejected outright. Instead, he demonstrates a degree of flexibility and openness that is 

not always associated with conservative religious leadership. This perspective may be influenced by his 

academic background. He studied theology at Yonsei University's College of Theology which is known 

for encouraging dialogue between different religious traditions and for promoting a more inclusive 

understanding of faith. 

 

This background helps explain why he might be comfortable engaging in a role that connects diverse 

groups, rather than isolating them. It also reflects a broader idea: that religion, when approached with 

openness, can contribute positively to social cohesion and even international cooperation. 

 

The article ultimately invites readers to rethink 

a common assumption - that religion and 

politics should exist in completely separate 

spheres. In many societies, there is a tendency 

to see the relationship in stark, either-or terms. 

On one hand, some argue that religion should 

be entirely excluded from public affairs to 

prevent undue influence. On the other hand, 

there are cases where political actors attempt to 

use religion as a tool for mobilizing support, 

which can lead to its own set of problems. 

 

However, the situation described here suggests 

a more nuanced reality. In a mature democratic 

system, religion and politics are not entirely 

disconnected. The key issue is not whether they 

interact, but how they interact. Ideally, the 

relationship should be based on mutual respect and a balanced form of cooperation, rather than 

domination by one side or exploitation by the other. 

 

In this particular case, religion did not seek to replace political authority, nor did political leaders appear 

to manipulate religion for their own ends. Instead, a religious network provided a channel for dialogue, 

helping to facilitate communication at a moment when it might otherwise have been difficult. This is an 

example of what religion can offer when it operates as a source of social trust and international 

connection. 

 

Another important aspect of the story is the question of personal attitude. Lee Young-hoon, the pastor 

involved, had reason to feel resentment toward the government, given his recent experiences. Yet he 

chose not to let that resentment dictate his actions. By agreeing to help, he demonstrated a commitment to 

cooperation that transcended personal or political conflict. This decision underscores an important 

principle: that public responsibility sometimes requires setting aside private grievances. 

 

Ultimately, the story serves as a reminder that religion can play very different roles in society. When it 

becomes rigid or exclusionary, it can deepen divisions and act as a barrier between groups. But when it is 

practiced with openness and a willingness to engage, it can serve as a bridge - connecting people, ideas, 

and even nations. 

 

This raises a broader question for modern societies: should religion be seen primarily as something that 

must be kept at a distance from politics, or can it function as a constructive partner in areas where 

governments alone may fall short? The example discussed here does not provide a definitive answer, but 

it does suggest that religion's potential role is more complex than often assumed. 

 

In a world where conflict and division are increasingly visible, the possibility that religion might 

contribute to dialogue and cooperation remains an important one. And in this case, it was the actions of a 

single religious leader that helped bring that possibility into focus. 

 

 

See also Trump Adviser's Praise for Mother Han Noticed 

 

See also Update on Trial Proceedings of Mother Han (83) 

 

Text: Knut Holdhus, editor 

 

[Editor's note: Lee Young-hoon (이영훈), since 2008 the main pastor of Yeouido Full Gospel Church, 

the world's largest Pentecostal congregation, is a prominent religious figure. His church and personal 

 
A major debate about religious freedom, 

government authority, and the limits of state power 

has emerged in South Korea under the current Lee 

Jae-myung administration. Illustration: Chat GPT 



 

 

offices were searched on 18th July 2025, illustrating the argument that investigative overreach has 

gravely affected religious communities. Even though Rev. Lee was not a suspect, the symbolic impact of 

the raid, he argues, caused reputational damage to both himself and millions of followers - exactly the 

kind of scenario prosecutors have been urged to avoid. His experience underscores the concern that 

religious spaces and leaders can become collateral in politically charged investigations intended for public 

effect. 

 

 
One of the religious organizations being cracked down on in South Korea: Yeouido Full Gospel Church, 

here Dec. 4, 2016 

 

A controversy arose in 2023 when Lee, a mainstream mega-church leader, publicly at a political event, 

expressed support for Jeon Kwang-hoon, a politically active Protestant pastor known for his anti-

communism and repeated controversial statements. Lee urged backing for the anti-communist campaign 

rhetoric of Jeon, seen by many Christians as a highly polarizing political pastor. Lee leads a mainstream, 

globally visible church, so endorsing such a figure was seen as crossing institutional and theological 

boundaries. 

 

Pastor Lee succeeded founder David Yonggi Cho (1936-2021) as senior pastor in 2008. The Yeouido Full 

Gospel Church has more than 800,000 members.] 
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Remarks on detained and persecuted 
Mother Han by televangelist Paula 
White, adviser to President Donald 
Trump, draw attention in South 
Korean religious med ia 
An article by reporter Sh in Bi-rom ({:! ici l~ ) in 

t he Sout h Korean relig ious news outlet 

Peace Tree ('.!'l~Lf-'i'-) 16th March has drawn 

attent ion to rem arks made by American 

televangelist Paula White, a prominent 

evangelica l leader who current ly heads the 

White House Faith Office. According to the 

report, White publ icly p raised Hak Ja Han (~ 

s,/Xf) - also cal led Mother Han - t he leader of 

Logo of South Korean 
religious news outlet Peace 
Tree ( !!f~Lf-'f-) 

t he Family Federation for World Peace and Unification , during a video 

add ress sent to a major relig ious conference organized by the movem ent in 

202S. 
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See also Update on Tria l Proceedings of Mother Han (83) 
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The remarks have attracted attention in South Korea because Unification ism 

(~ '.§!.ii!.) - often called the "Moon movement" after its founder - has long been 

regarded by many Korean Protestant churc hes as a controversial new 

religio us movement. Statement s of support for its leadership from 

internationally known Christian figures can therefore provoke debate w ithin 
Korea's h ighly active Christian media environment. 

According to t he Peace Tree report , White 

recorded a congratu latory message in Aug ust 

202S for the "2025 World Religious Leaders 

Conference", an event hosted by Unificationism 

that brings toget her religious leaders from 

d ifferent countries and t raditions. In the 

message, White expressed appreciation for the 

leadership of Hak Ja Han and referred to her with 

t he phrase "Holy Mother Han", a title used by 

followers of the movement. White thanked her 

for demonstrating courage and strong faith and 

said she believed Mother Han's prayers would 

play a role in the future peacefu l unification of 

the Korean Peninsula. 

Hok Jo Han, aka Mother 
Han. Photo: FFWPU 

In t he same message, White also praised Mother Han for convening religious 

leaders in Korea and encouraging them to worship God together, affirm 
religious f reedom, and cooperate in t he pursuit of peace. The comments, 

which circulated through conference media coverage, were later high lighted 
by Peace Tree as part of its reporting on con nections between political figures 

and controversial religious groups. 

White is one of t he most visible evangelical pastors in American politics. She 
served as a religious adviser during the first administ ration of Donald Trump 

and later became head of t he White House Faith Office after Trump returned 

to power. Known for preaching prosperity t heology- a st rand of evangelical 

teach ing t hat links faith with materia l blessing -White has been a prominent 

figure in American religious broadcast ing and conservative Christian political 

networks for decades. 

Kim Min-seok, Prime 
Minister o f South Korea 
since 4th July 2025. 
Photo: 'j!!2/ '2}'f'- [ C-/-!ftO/ '2};,s. 
21"] I Wikimedia 
Commons. License: CC 
Attr 3.0 Unp. Cropped 

The South Korean report a lso connects White's 

earlier remarks to a more recent political 

development. She has reportedly played a ro le in 
facilitating a meet ing between Kim Min-seok (~ 

'2J ""l ), t he Prime Minister of South Korea, and 

President Trum p. According to Kim 's explanation, 

t he meeting was not orig inal ly scheduled but 

occurred after he first met w ith White in her 

capacity as head of t he White House Faith Office. 

Kim stated that during his conversation with 

White, questions arose concerning several 

Korean religious figu res, including Son Hyun-bo 

(~~5'.), a megachurch pastor from Busan, and 

Hak Ja Han. Prime Minister Kim emphasized t hat 

any legal issues being discussed were not related 

to religious beliefs or activities t hemselves. 

Instead, he said, the matters involved a lleged 

violations of election law, politica l financing ru les, 

or b ribery statutes - issues t hat would apply 

equally to anyone, reg a rd less of whether t hey were religious leaders. 

The article published by Peace Tree reflects a broader pattern within South 

Korea's religious media landscape, where journalists closely track interactions 

between political leaders and relig ious organizat ions. Because Christianity ­

particularly Protestant Christianity- plays a significant social and po litical role 

in South Korea, statements by influential international Christian leaders can 
quickly become part of domest ic debates about religious authority, polit ica l 

influence, and the legitimacy of new relig ious movements. 

White's comments about Mother Han t herefore attracted attent ion not only 

because of t he praise itse lf but also because of the wider h istorical tensions 

between mainstream Korean Protestant ch urches and Unification ism . By 

highlighting t he remarks, the Peace Tree report situates them within ongoing 

discussions in South Korea about the relationship between relig ion, pol itics, 
and international evangelical networks. 

See also Faith as Door-Opener in Inform a l Diplom acy 

See also Update on Tria l Proceedings o f Mother Han (83) 

See also Globa l Clergy Visit Deta ined Mother Han 
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Featured image above: Reverend Paula White, senior advisor to t he White 

House Faith Office, delivering a video message 31st August 2025. Screenshot 
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