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The situation that awaits Family Federation members coming to worship in Japan. Illustration. Chat 

GPT 

 

Liquidators lock churches after Japanese dissolution order raising freedom of 

assembly concerns as believers are left without places to gather 

 

Tokyo, 8th March 2026 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai 

Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article. 

 

"Unable to Worship" 

 

Second-Generation Family Federation Employee Couple Express Anxiety and 

Anger Over High Court Decision 

 

by the Religious Freedom Investigative Team of the editorial department of Sekai 

Nippo 

 

The first Sunday since the Tokyo High Court issued its decision on 4th March to uphold the dissolution 

order against the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church) 

arrived on 8th March. Until now, believers and staff of the organization had gathered every Sunday at 

church facilities for worship and other activities. 

 

See also State Grabs 260 Churches After Dissolution 

 

See also UN Submission Protests Mass Closure of Churches 

 

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic Persecution" 

 

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After Legal Loss 
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Although reports stated that "even if the religious corporation is dissolved, freedom of religion will be 

protected," a married couple who are second-generation staff members revealed their anxiety and anger at 

the reality that, after being ordered to remain at home following the high court decision, their religious 

freedom is not being protected in practice. 

 

 
No more access to hundreds of its own buildings: Here, the property housing the Family Federation in 

North Hamamatsu, a city on the South coast on the main island of Honshu, Japan  

 

Within hours after the dissolution order was decided, liquidators entered approximately 300 churches 

across the country, one after another, rendering church facilities nationwide unusable. Notices were 

posted stating that "this facility and all assets within it are under the management of the undersigned 

liquidator." As a result, staff are no longer able to enter the facilities or conduct religious activities such as 

worship. 

 

 A male staff member in his twenties, who continues to speak out 

as a second-generation member of the Family Federation under 

the X (formerly Twitter) account name "Gorijirō Ikeda" (ゴリ次

郎いけだ), spoke of his mixed feelings of frustration and 

sadness, saying, 

 

"The freedom of religion that should be protected by the 

Constitution is being violated." 

 

Even though he wants to worship, there is no place where he can 

carry out activities, and he says that a colleague even had a 

personal laptop confiscated. 

 

He also expressed growing concern about the state of Japan's judiciary and administration, saying that 

because there is little understanding of religion and there are moves to enact new laws specifically 

targeting the Family Federation, "Japan is becoming closer to a totalitarian state." His child is expected to 

be born later this month, and he said that the current social climate, in which people are viewed harshly 

simply for being Family Federation believers, is painful to him: 

 

"It hurts to think that my son, who is about to be born, might have to live feeling marginalized." 

 

The man's wife (X account name "Onigirimalu" - おにぎりまる) is also a second-generation employee 

of the Family Federation. The couple has appealed in street campaigns and elsewhere that the image 

created by media coverage differs from the reality of the Family Federation. However, the High Court 

decision has now placed them in a situation where they could be dismissed at any time. 

 

She spoke about the sadness of having fewer opportunities to meet fellow believers in person and, with 

childbirth approaching, voiced concerns about their financial future, wondering "how long our savings 

will last." Nevertheless, the couple said they are trying to stay positive: "We can't just keep being sad." 

 
Frustrated young Japanese 

believer. Illustration: Grok xAI 
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"Politically Driven Dissolution 

At Any Cost" 
March 9, 2026 • Knut Holdhus 

Investigative journalist claims that 
authorities submitting fabricated 
evidence and court basing verdict on 
assumptions, not evidence, indicate 
that dissolution of large religious 
organization was politically 
orchestrated and had to be take 
place no matter what 

Tokyo, 5 th March 2026 - Published as an article in 

the Japanese newspaper Sekai Nippo. Republished 

with permission. Translated from 
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"Unjust State-Driven 
Trial - Protect the 
Human Rights of 
Believers" 

Opinion Piece by Well­
Known Nonfiction Writer 

by Masumi Fukuda (/mEB £ T 7J.), investigative journalist and 

award-winning Japanese author. 

When the first-instance decision was issued on 25t h March last 

year, it seems t hat quit e a few bel ievers never imagined that a 

d issolut ion order would actua lly be handed down. However, I had 

long said at gatherings and elsewhere that we could by no means 

be optimistic . After reviewing many records of law su its concerning 

large donations made to the religious organization, I noticed that 

there were numerous unjust rul ings in which the organization was 

made to lose for unreasonable reasons. Unfortunately, my fears 

proved correct. Yet the content of this decision was t ru ly terrible. 

See also State Crabs 260 Churches After Dissolution 

See also UN Submission Protests Mass Closure of Churches 

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic Persecution" 

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After Legal Loss 

See also If Civil Liability Is Enough, Is Any Faith Safe? 

See also Constitution: Dissolution Requires Public Trial 

The case against the Family Federat ion in :Japan in a nutshell, 
as d escribed by investigat ive journalist Masumi Fukuda. 
Illus trat ion: Chat CPT, 9th March 2026 

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 

(MEXT), facing the fact that there had been almost no damage 

since the comp liance declaratio n, forcibly fabricated evidence by 

even fa lsifying and altering written st atem ent s from former 

bel ievers. However, this fabrication was exposed in court, and the 

court could no longer adopt these materials as evidence. As a 

result, the grounds for dissolution effectively ceased to exist. In 

response, the court - apparently anxious that it m ust dissolve the 

o rg anization no m atter w hat - resort ed t o speculating about 

damage. 

Even though it acknowledged t hat harm had significantly 

decreased after t he compliance declarat ion [See edit or's note 1 

below], the court simply assumed that there must still be latent , 

hidden damage. 

Furthermore, it went so far as to judge t hat settlements and 

negotiated agreements themselves constituted illegal acts. I 

am not a legal expert , but even so, I was stunned by this acrobatic 

stretch of logic. It has reached the level of m ere fa ult-finding and 

n itpicking. 

Even after the case moved to the Hig h Cou rt, I had a pessimist ic 

view: if t he High Court inherited such irrational reasoning, t hen 

no m atter how stro ng t he Unification Church 's arguments were, it 

would have no chance of winning. However, accord ing to what I 

heard indirect ly, the High Court j udges asked M EXTto "present 

concrete evid ence in accordance with the p rinciple of trial by 
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evidence",yet MEXT did not produce any new evidence. Hearing 

this gave me a g limmer of hope. Nevertheless, the High Court 
u ltimately issued a decision that followed the first-instance rul ing. 

Even I, w ho am not a believer, was truly shocked. Japan's judiciary 

issued this decision with the clear intention that the Family 
Federation must be dissolved, ignoring even the proper 

procedures (due process) guaranteed by the Constitution. Just like 

the first-instance ruling, there is no doubt that this is a politically 

driven trial. 

Will Soka Gakkai be next? Here, Daisaku Ikeda (7928-2023), 
Buddhist philosopher, peacebuilder, educator, author and poet 
who was the Found ing Presiden t of Soka Cakkai International. 
The photo shows him with the Saka Cakkai Student Division in 
Takasaki, Gunma Prefecture, Japan. Unknown author. Public 
domain image. 

This is no longer merely a problem affecting a single religious 

organization. By making such an unj ust and extra-legal decision, a 

precedent has been created in which an unpopular group can 

be crushed by force. I have even heard people say t hat the next 
target m ight be Soka Gakka i (See ed itor's note 2 below] or others. 

This would constit u te clear religious persecution and would shake 

the very foundations of the rule of law. 

What is most worrying, however, is discrimination and persecution 
against the bel ievers themselves. A situation is approaching in 
wh ich believers - who have committed no crime - may be chased 

away as if they were crimina ls. The fundamental human rights that 

Japanese cit izens normal ly enjoy are now at risk of being taken 

away. I believe the organization m ust urgent ly demand that the 

government strongly protect and safeguard the human rights of 

its bel ievers. 

See also State Crabs 260 Churches A ~er Dissolution 

See also UN Submission Protests Mass Closure of Churches 

See also "Loss of Ap peal Par t of Systemic Persecution" 

See also Social Ostracism for Believers A~er Legal Loss 

See also If Civil Liability Is Enoug h, Is Any Fa ith Safe? 

See also Constitution: Dissolution Requires Public Trial 

See also No Assembly Rights as Liquid a tors Take Control 

Featured image above: Masumi Fukuda (/gHJ £ -;-.7J.), investigative 

journalist and award-winning Japanese author. Photo: Sekai 

Nippo 

[Editor's note 1: The 2009 compliance declaration of the 
Unification Church of Japan (now t he Fam ily Federat ion for World 

Peace and Unification ) was a formal commit m ent by t he 

organization to reform it s pract ices in response to longstanding 
p ub lic crit icism and legal challenges. 

The Unification Church in Japan had faced num erous allegat ions 
related to recru it m ent t actics and donat ion solicitation, term ed 

"sp irit ual sales" (~ ®1,jffi;~) by a hosti le network of act iv ist lawyers 

w h o had declared t he relig ious organization an enemy. These 
issues led to mult ip le law suits orchest rated by the act ivist lawyers 

and sig nificant m ed ia backlash. This prom pted the organization to 

take m easures to resto re its rep utat io n and dem onstrate 
compliance w ith leg al and et hical standards. 

The religious organization pledged to stop possibly u nethical 

donat ion pract ices, inc lud inq w hat t he host ile netw ork of lawyers 



c laimed amounted to "pressuring members into m aking la rge 

financia l contributions under spiritual p retexts." 

This was in response to accusations from t he same act ivist lawyers 

t hat fo llowers "were being manipulated into g iving away 

substant ial amounts of money or property." 

The Unification Church stated it would enhance interna l oversig ht 

to ensu re compliance w it h ethica l and lega l standards. Measures 

incl uded better t rain ing for leaders and st ricter g uidel ines for 
evangelization and solic itat ion of donations. 

After this compl iance declaration, there was a significa nt decrease 

in t he number of lawsuit s against t he Unification Church - since 

2015 cal led the Family Federation. The religious o rganization has 

used this as evidence t hat it has improved its p ractices and should 

not be subject to d issolution.] 

[Editor's note 2: Soka Gakkai, a g lobal lay Buddhist organizat ion 

orig inat ing in Japan, aims to create an "ideal world" based on t he 

p rincip les of Nichiren Buddhism, w hich emphasizes ind iv id ual 

em powerment , inner t ransformat ion, and societal harm ony. Their 
vision is often framed as kosen-rufu, m eaning the widespread 

p ropagat ion of Buddhist values to est ablish peace and happiness 

for all. 

Soka Gakkai prom otes peace, cult ure, and education through 
in it iatives t hat focus on personal transformation (human 
revolution) - t he belief t hat chang ing oneself posit ively impact s 

society; peace ativism - ant i-nuclear cam paigns, human rights 

advocacy, and interfa it h dia logue; education - inst itutions like 

Soka University emphasize value creat ion and global cit izenship; 

community engagement - social welfare prog ram s, d isaster relief, 
and environmental sustainability efforts. 

To actualize 
t hese idea ls in 

governance, 

Soka Gakkai 
found ed t he 

Komeito party 

in 1964 (now 
known as 

New Komeito 

Logo of the Komeito Party. Author: 
WeaponizingArchitecture. Public domain image 

or simply Komeito). The pa rty's purpose was to t ranslate Buddhist ­

based h uman istic values into pu blic policy. W hile legal ly separate 

from Saka Gakkai, Kom eito has long been backed by m embers of 

Saka Gakkai and focuses on peace-oriented diplomacy (e.g., 

support ing Japan's pacifist constit ut ion); social welfare policies 
(benefit ing educat ion, healthca re, and t he elderly); grassroots 
democracy (reflecting t he voice of ordinary cit izens) 

Since 1999, Komeito has been a coalition partner wit h the Liberal 

Dem ocratic Pa rty (LDP), influencing policies w hile maintaining a 
cent rist stance. 

Despite it s contributions, Soka Gakkai's polit ical role has been 

controversia l, w it h critics accusing it of b lurring t he lines betw een 
relig ion and politics. Som e also argue t hat Kom eito's alliance w it h 

t he conservative LDP compromises its orig inal pacifist idea ls. 

Soka Gakkai envisions an idea l world t hrough personal 

em powerm ent , educat ion, and pol it ica l engagem ent . W hile its 

approach is rooted in Buddhist ethics, its polit ical involvement 
remains a complex and debated issue.] 
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