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The situation that awaits Family Federation members coming to worship in Japan. Illustration. Chat
GPT

Liquidators lock churches after Japanese dissolution order raising freedom of
assembly concerns as believers are left without places to gather

Tokyo, 8th March 2026 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai
Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article.

"Unable to Worship"

Second-Generation Family Federation Employee Couple Express Anxiety and
Anger Over High Court Decision

Sekai Nippo | DYy the Religious Freedom Investigative Team of the editorial department of Sekai
Nippo

The first Sunday since the Tokyo High Court issued its decision on 4th March to uphold the dissolution
order against the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church)
arrived on 8th March. Until now, believers and staff of the organization had gathered every Sunday at
church facilities for worship and other activities.

See also State Grabs 260 Churches After Dissolution

See also UN Submission Protests Mass Closure of Churches

See also "Loss of Appeal Part of Systemic Persecution"

See also Social Ostracism for Believers After Legal Loss




Although reports stated that "even if the religious corporation is dissolved, freedom of religion will be
protected," a married couple who are second-generation staff members revealed their anxiety and anger at
the reality that, after being ordered to remain at home following the high court decision, their religious
freedom is not being protected in practice.

No more access to hundreds of its own buildings: Here, the property housing the Family Federation in
North Hamamatsu, a city on the South coast on the main island of Honshu, Japan

Within hours after the dissolution order was decided, liquidators entered approximately 300 churches
across the country, one after another, rendering church facilities nationwide unusable. Notices were
posted stating that "this facility and all assets within it are under the management of the undersigned
liquidator." As a result, staff are no longer able to enter the facilities or conduct religious activities such as
worship.

A male staff member in his twenties, who continues to speak out
as a second-generation member of the Family Federation under
the X (formerly Twitter) account name "Gorijird lkeda" (3 ') X
BRLMT72), spoke of his mixed feelings of frustration and
sadness, saying,

"The freedom of religion that should be protected by the
Constitution is being violated."

Frustrated young Japanese Even though he wants to worship, there is no place where he can
believer. lllustration: Grok xAl carry out activities, and he says that a colleague even had a
personal laptop confiscated.

He also expressed growing concern about the state of Japan's judiciary and administration, saying that
because there is little understanding of religion and there are moves to enact new laws specifically
targeting the Family Federation, "Japan is becoming closer to a totalitarian state." His child is expected to
be born later this month, and he said that the current social climate, in which people are viewed harshly
simply for being Family Federation believers, is painful to him:

"It hurts to think that my son, who is about to be born, might have to live feeling marginalized."

The man's wife (X account name "Onigirimalu” - 32 & U & 4) is also a second-generation employee
of the Family Federation. The couple has appealed in street campaigns and elsewhere that the image
created by media coverage differs from the reality of the Family Federation. However, the High Court
decision has now placed them in a situation where they could be dismissed at any time.

She spoke about the sadness of having fewer opportunities to meet fellow believers in person and, with
childbirth approaching, voiced concerns about their financial future, wondering "how long our savings
will last." Nevertheless, the couple said they are trying to stay positive: "We can't just keep being sad."
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claimed amounted to “pressuring members into making large
financial contributions under spiritual pretexts.”

This was in response to accusations from the same activist lawyers
that followers “were being manipulated into giving away
substantial amounts of money or property.”

The Unification Church stated it would enhance internal oversight
to ensure compliance with ethical and legal standards. Measures
included better training for leaders and stricter guidelines for
evangelization and solicitation of donations.

After this compliance declaration, there was a significant decrease
in the number of lawsuits against the Unification Church -since
2015 called the Family Federation. The religious organization has
used this as evidence that it has improved its practices and should
not be subject to dissolution.]

[Editor’s note 2: Soka Gakkai, a global lay Buddhist organization
originating in Japan, aims to create an “ideal world" based on the
principles of Nichiren Buddhism, which emphasizes individual
empowerment, inner transformation, and societal harmony. Their
vision is often framed as kosen-rufu, meaning the widespread
propagation of Buddhist values to establish peace and happiness
for all.

Soka Gakkai promotes peace, culture, and education through
initiatives that focus on personal transformation (human
revolution) — the belief that changing oneself positively impacts
society; peace ativism - anti-nuclear campaigns, human rights
advocacy, and interfaith dialogue; education — institutions like
Soka University emphasize value creation and global citizenship;
community engagement - social welfare programs, disaster relief,
and environmental sustainability efforts.

To actualize
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or simply Komeito). The party's purpose was to translate Buddhist-
based humanistic values into public policy. While legally separate
from Soka Gakkai, Komeito has long been backed by members of
Soka Gakkai and focuses on peace-oriented diplomacy (e.g.,
supporting Japan's pacifist constitution); social welfare policies
(benefiting education, healthcare, and the elderly); grassroots
democracy (reflecting the voice of ordinary citizens)

Since 1999, Komeito has been a coalition partner with the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP), influencing policies while maintaining a
centrist stance.

Despite its contributions, Soka Gakkai's political role has been
controversial, with critics accusing it of blurring the lines between
religion and politics. Some also argue that Komeito's alliance with
the conservative LDP compromises its original pacifist ideals.

Soka Gakkai envisions an ideal world through personal
empowerment, education, and political engagement. While its
approach is rooted in Buddhist ethics, its political involvement
remains a complex and debated issue.]
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