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Understanding today's complex situation in South Korea: A 

well-informed observer's overview of recent developments 

 

Extracts from a message by Dr. Michael Balcomb, President of 

the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification in Europe 

and the Middle East, given at an international prayer meeting for 

Family Federation members on Zoom 28th January 2026. Edited 

version. 

 

See also Court: Prosecutors' Overreach in Politicized Case 

 

Several people have asked me recently, "Can you explain what is 

happening in Korea?" Today is a good time to offer an overview, 

especially given the rapid developments in the news. I want to 

emphasize that what follows is my personal interpretation based on publicly available information, some 

translated materials, and my own observations. It is not an official statement. 

 

At present, there are several parallel issues unfolding in Korea - not just one. Five major areas are relevant 

to us: two Special Prosecutor investigations, a separate National Police inquiry, a legislative initiative 

concerning religious organizations, and an ongoing media narrative. 

 

More broadly, I believe Korea is experiencing a deep national struggle over identity and direction. From a 

spiritual perspective, it is not surprising that significant tension arose after True Mother spoke about the 

providential role of the Korean people. In moments like this, opposing forces often intensify, but I remain 

hopeful that Korea will ultimately move toward a positive future. 

 

The First Special Prosecutor Investigation 

 

The first Special Prosecutor case was primarily focused on the former First Lady, Kim Keon-hee 

(김건희). According to publicly reported information, investigators examined whether gifts - including a 

handbag and a necklace - had been improperly provided. Former lawmaker Kweon Seong-dong (권성동) 

Dr. Michael Balcomb, January 

29, 2026  



 

 

was also investigated for allegedly receiving funds. 

 

This investigation did not directly involve True Mother. Earlier 

today (28th January), the Seoul Central District Court issued its 

rulings. The court found that the First Lady had received the items 

and imposed a 20-month prison sentence. Prosecutors had sought a 

longer term and have stated their intention to appeal. 

 

The court also found Dr. Yoon Yeong-ho (윤영호) guilty in 

relation to providing the items and funds, sentencing him to 14 

months - less than the sentence prosecutors requested. Importantly, 

the court dismissed a charge related to alleged evidence 

destruction, stating that the Special Prosecutor did not have 

authority over that matter. 

 

Finally, the court ruled on Representative Kweon's case, issuing a 

two-year sentence with an order to return the funds. He has 

indicated he will appeal. 

 

As to motives, prosecutors alleged that Dr. Yoon was seeking 

political goodwill to support three initiatives: Korean government 

backing for a potential UN office in Asia, development of an 

economic zone in Cambodia, and the acquisition of a broadcast 

outlet. As I have said before, these goals, in themselves, are not 

improper; whether any personal benefit became involved remains 

unproven. 

 

Much of the activity occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

when severe restrictions limited access to True Mother and 

reduced normal oversight mechanisms. The court has 

acknowledged that inadequate internal controls contributed to the 

situation. Steps have since been taken to prevent similar 

vulnerabilities. 

 

Public commentary has sometimes portrayed the Family 

Federation as motivated solely by self-interest, but those familiar 

with our history know of our longstanding commitment to interfaith cooperation, peacebuilding, and 

Korean unification. 

 

 
The interfaith cooperation the movement of Father Moon and Mother Han is so well-known for: Here, 

from an interreligious conference in Seoul August 7, 2025  

 

The Second Special Prosecutor Investigation 

 

The second Special Prosecutor inquiry does involve True Mother directly. From my perspective, the 

broader political environment appears highly charged, and various religious leaders and civil society 

figures have faced scrutiny recently. Even large and well-established churches have experienced 

investigations or media pressure. 

 

As most of you know, True Mother voluntarily responded to questioning but was later detained. As of 

Former First Lady of the 

Republic of Korea Kim Keon-hee 

posing for a photo, April 2023, 

in the White House 

 

Yoon Yeong-ho, Dec. 6, 2020  



 

 

today, she has been held for 128 days. Her trial began on 1st December and is expected to continue 

several more weeks. Although some people have speculated about an imminent conclusion, this is not 

supported by available information. 

 

Due to concerns about her health - including reports that she has 

suffered falls in detention - another bail application has been 

submitted. A decision has not yet been announced. 

 

National Police Investigation 

 

A separate National Police probe commenced recently after Dr. 

Yoon stated that financial contributions had been made to 

individuals across the political spectrum. In response, opposition 

parties called for a broader inquiry, and a joint task force was 

formed. 

 

Last week, additional searches were conducted at Federation 

facilities and related sites, including the detention center. It is 

expected that more individuals may be questioned, although no 

formal charges have been filed to date. 

 

Political analysts in Korea have offered differing interpretations of 

these developments. Some suggest the administration wishes to 

demonstrate a strong anti-corruption stance; others highlight the 

complexity of ongoing legal processes. It is publicly known that 

various figures across major parties have previously faced 

corruption allegations. 

 

Legislative and Policy Initiatives Concerning Religion 

 

Recent government discussions have included possible legislative 

changes affecting smaller or unpopular religious groups. Some 

legal experts and commentators have expressed concern about the 

constitutionality of certain proposals, particularly regarding 

religious freedom. I will not make a legal judgment, but I note that 

these debates have generated significant discussion within Korean 

civil society. 

 

Earlier this year, the President of South Korea held a luncheon 

with representatives of several major religious bodies and stated 

that they supported reforms. He specifically mentioned the 

Unification Church and Shincheonji [See editor's note below] as 

examples of organizations requiring oversight. Again, some public 

voices have raised concerns about potential overreach and the role 

of government in evaluating religious legitimacy. 

 

These issues remind me of Pastor Martin Niemöller's well-known 

warning about remaining silent when minority groups are 

targeted. The principle is that restrictions placed on any religious 

group ultimately affect all. 

 

The Media Environment 

 

Media coverage of religious organizations has been intense, with 

many stories about the Family Federation appearing among the 

most-read articles today. A common theme in coverage is the 

suggestion that religious institutions should refrain entirely from 

political engagement. However, under the Korean constitution, 

religious believers have the same civic rights as all other citizens, 

including freedom of expression and association. 

 

Although the current attention can feel overwhelming, it also 

means that almost everyone in Korea now knows about True 

Mother, the Cheonwon complex [in Gapyeong], and our activities. 

Even headlines about unrelated political matters sometimes link back to the Federation, for better or 

worse. 

 

Conclusion and Spiritual Perspective 

Hak Ja Han, True Mother, at the 

beginning of her detention in 

September 2025 

 

Raided by special prosecutors: 

The Korean HQ of the Family 

Federation in Cheongpa-dong, 

Seoul, here at the inauguration in 

May 2005 

 

According to media reports, 

identified by President Lee Jae-

myung as "pseudo-religion": the 

Shincheonji Church of Jesus 



 

 

 

Despite the challenging circumstances, I believe opportunities remain. True Mother has long expressed 

the desire to reach one third of the world's population, and historically, periods of adversity have 

sometimes produced unexpected breakthroughs. We can reflect on figures such as Martin Luther King Jr., 

Nelson Mandela, True Father in Danbury, and even the Apostle Paul - individuals whose imprisonment 

became part of a larger narrative of transformation. 

 

 
From a large prayer vigil in Gapyeong, South Korea in September 2025, soon after Mother Han's 

detention started 

 

Yesterday, Ken Doo visited True Mother, and she emphasized the importance of increased prayer at this 

time. Many of you join the daily vigil prayers, and I encourage you to continue. 

 

We must also share the truthful and spiritual perspective behind these events. This is both a spiritual and 

societal struggle, and True Mother remains steadfast. From what I understand, she seeks not merely 

release, but clarity, vindication, and the establishment of truth. 

 

Let us continue to pray for a fair process, especially concerning the pending bail decision. There is no 

compelling reason for continued detention, particularly given the dismissal of certain charges. 

 

Thank you for allowing me the time to share my understanding of the current situation. Although the 

news is difficult, I remain hopeful, and I believe more developments are still to come in the weeks ahead. 

 

 

See also Court: Prosecutors' Overreach in Politicized Case 

 

See also S. Korea's Troubling Pattern of Selective Probes 

 

See also Turning Journalism into Moral Storytelling 

 

See also When Special Prosecutors Become Political Tools 

 

See also Religion Between Engagement and Withdrawal 

 

See also Climate of Suspicion: Peace Reframed as Politics 

 

See also Korea: Can Religion and Politics Be Disentangled? 

 

Text: Dr. Michael Balcomb 

 

[Editor's note: Shincheonji, officially known as Shincheonji Church of Jesus, the Temple of the 

Tabernacle of the Testimony, is a new religious movement founded in South Korea in 1984 by Lee Man-

hee, who claims to be the promised pastor mentioned in the Bible's Book of Revelation. Shincheonji 

teaches that the Book of Revelation is being fulfilled through its church and that Lee Man-hee has 

received divine revelation to interpret it.] 

 

See also Some Religions Are Welcome in Politics, Some Not 
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See also Complaint Filed Against Lead Special Prosecutor 
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See also In Tiny Solitary Cell: Irreversible Harm Caused 

 

See also Mother Han Briefly Released for Medical Reasons 
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Court: Prosecutors' Overreach In 
Politicized Case 

January 29, 2026: 

Knut Holdhus 

How a Seoul court curtailed a high-profile 
investigation characterized by 
prosecutorial overreach into matters 
unrelated to the case 
In an article 29th January, the large 

South Korean daily Chosun /Ibo 

pointed out how the special 

prosecutors went beyond their given 

authority by investigating matters 

unrelated to the case. The article by 

The logo of the Chosun /Ibo 

reporters Kim Eun-gyeong (~g'?j) and Lee Min-gyeong (Ol '2J'?l) was headlined 

"[Exclusive] Special Counsel Criticized Even in Yoon Yeong-ho Ruling: 'Separate 

Investigations Not Permitted Even if There Is Great Public Interest"'. 

See also S. Korea's Troubling Pattern of Selective Probes 

See also Current Korean Situation: Context and Key Issues 

This Chosun /Ibo piece reports on a significant South 

Korean court ru ling that p laces firm l im its on the powers 

of a special prosecutor appointed to investigate 

allegations involving the country's former First Lady. At its 

core, the case h ighlights a tension common in 

democratic systems: how far prosecutors may go when 

pub lic interest is intense, but the law narrowly defines 

what they are allowed to investigate. 

To understand the issue, it is first necessary to explain 

what a "special counsel" (or special prosecutor) is in South 

Korea. Unlike ordinary prosecutors, a special counsel is 

appointed through a specific law passed by the National 

Assemblv to investia;:ite ;:i defined set of nolitic.=illv 

Former First Lady of the 
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sensitive allegations. The law establishing the special 

counsel sets out, often in great detail, exactly which 

incidents, actors, and types of conduct may be 

invest igated. The intention is to ensure independence 

from t he regula r p rosecution service whi le also 

Keon-hee ( i'fi'/12/). Photo: 

tiHJ'fff!if,fJ,-J. - J.. ~ - c;,,: I 
Wikimedia Commons. 
License: CC Attr 4.0 Int 

preventing an open-ended or political ly mot ivated investigation. 

In this case, the relevant statute is commonly referred to as the "Kim Keon-hee Special 

Counsel Act." Kim Keon -hee (fl ?:!l>J ) is the wife of former President Yoon Suk-yeol (g-61 

~ ). The law authorized a special prosecutor to investigate specific allegations related 

to her a lleged involvement in improper influence, e lection interference, or abuse of 

state power. Importantly, the law does not grant the special counsel general au thority 

to investigate all m isconduct that m ight be polit ica lly embarrassing or ind irectly 

connected to powerful figures. Its scope is intentionally narrow. 

Yoon Yeong-ho { .§l- '2J 32), here 30th 

Janua ry 2020. Screenshot from 

transmission by FFWPU. 

The artic le centers o n t he f irst-instance 

c rim inal j udgment of Yoon Yeong-ho (g-<;ll 

.s'). a former senior officia l of the Family 

Federation, a relatively large religious 

organ izat ion in South Korea. Yoon was 

accused of p rovid ing money or valuables 

intended to influence First Lady Kim. While 

the court d id rule on Yoon 's criminal 

liability, it also devoted substant ial space -

seven pages of it s w ritten decision - to 

criticizing the special counsel's 

investigative approach. 

Specifically, t he court found that the special 

counsel had gone beyond its legal authority by investigating allegations unrelated to 

the Fi rst Lady or to the crimes listed in the Special Counsel Act. One key example 

involved a llegations that Yoon ordered the destruction of evidence related to alleged 

illegal overseas gambling by Hak Ja Han (~Q/,;f), the leader of the Family Federation, 

after learning that police were investigating the matter. 

The judges concluded t hat this gambling-related conduct had no meaningfu l 

connection to the cases the special counsel was legally author ized to pursue. Even 

t hough the allegations involved inf luential individuals and attracted public attention, 

the court emphasized that public interest alone cannot justify expanding 

prosecutorial powers beyond w hat the law allows. According to the ru ling, 

interpreting the special counsel's mandate too loosely would violate 

constitutional principles, particularly those related to legality and limits on state 

power. 

The court underscored this point by referencing a provision of the Special Counsel 

Act that imposes heavier penalties than ordinary criminal law for obstructing the 

specia l counsel's work. Because such penalties are unusua lly severe, the court 

reasoned, the scope of the special counsel's authority must be interpreted strictly, not 

b roadly. In other words, when the law gives extraordinary powers or punishments, 

courts must be especially careful to ensure those powers are not stretched 

beyond their clear legal boundaries. 

Another crit ical aspect of the ruling is the court's explicit 
statement that the Family Federation itself is not 

contemplated as a subject of investigation under the 

Kim Keon-hee Special Counsel Act. The j udges noted that 

the law does not treat t he religious o rganization as an 

anticipated actor in state corruption o r election 

interference. 

As a result, they warned that 

investigators must exercise 

caution when attempting to 

expand an inquiry to cover 

the Federation's internal 

affairs. Any such expansion, 

the court said, would requ ire a 

c lear and reasonable 

connect ion to the specific 

cases enumerated in the stat ute. 

Not a subject of 
investigation under 
the Kim Keon-hee 
Special Counsel Act: 
The Family Federation 

for World Peace and 
Unification. here its 

lo g o. 

Warned not to expand 
inquiry in to interna l 

affairs of Family 
Federation: Min Joong -gi 
( fllff 7/), t he head o f an 
army of special 

prosecutors w ith 
extensive investigative 
powers. Image: Grok xAI, 

Jan. 2026. 

The court also rejected the special counsel 's argum ent 

that it had jurisd iction because the case had been 

transferred from a regu lar p rosecutors' office (the Seoul 

Southern District Prosecutors' Office). According to the 

judges, a tran sfer alone does not automatically grant t he 

specia l counsel authority to investigate mat ters outside 

its legally defined scope. Investigative power flow s from 

t he statute itself, not from admin istrat ive handovers 

between institutions. 

Even accepting the specia l 

counsel 's factual claims as true -for example, t hat Yoon had 

close ties with the First Lady, senior ruling-party lawmaker 

Kweon Seang-dong (ii~%). or high-ranking officials close 

to the former p resident - the court held that the alleged 

conduct stil l did not fall under any of the legally specified 

categories. 

The j udges methodically listed t h ose categories, such as 

improper intervention in state affairs or personnel decisions, 

unlawfu l involvement in government contracts or 

admin ist ration, leakage of state secrets from the 

presidential office, or performing government functions 

without legal aut hority. The gambling-re lated evidence 

destruction, they concluded, fit none of them. 

For a Western audience, this ruling may resemb le debates 

seen in other democracies over special prosecutors or 
inrloncnrlont- rr.11ncolc rn11rt-c r.fton ct-n 1nr, lc, t-n h::::il::::inrc, 

People Power Party 
la wmaker Kweon 
Seong-dong (i'N1fif}, 

here 23rd Dec. 2024 . 
Pho to: ~ fl/E/~TV / 

Wikimedia Comm ons. 
License: CC Attr 3.0 
Unp. Cropped 
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public demands for accountability against the rule of law's insistence that prosecutors 

act only within clearly defined legal lim its. This decision sends a clear message: even in 

polit ically charged cases involving a presid ent 's spouse and powerful organizations, 

South Korean court s wil l enforce str ict boundaries on special prosecutors' authority. 

The Chosun llbo article is less about the guilt or innocence of any individua l and more 

about institutional restra int. The court reaffirmed that extraord inary investigative 

powers must remain tethered to the law t hat created them, regardless of public 

pressure or polit ica l sensitivity. 

See a/so Current Korean Situation: Context and Key Issues 

See a/so S. Korea's Troubling Pattern of Selective Probes 

See also Turning Journalism into Moral Storytelling 

See a/so Korea: Distortions Refuted in Statement to Media 

See a/so When Special Prosecutors Become Political Tools 

See also Religion Between Engagement and Withdrawal 

See a/so Climate of Suspicion: Peace Reframed as Politics 

See a/so Korea: Can Religion and Politics Be Disentangled? 
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