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South Korean court hands prison term to former executive
Yoon Yeong-ho in influence-peddling lobbying case

The Law Times of Korea Korea's primary legal newspaper, The Law Times (Bl &1 2),

carried on 28th January 2026, an article written by reporter Kim
Ji-su (Z X|=*) headlined "[Ruling] Former Unification Church

Headquarters Director Yoon Yeong-ho, Who Lobbied on Behalf
of the Church, Sentenced to 1 Year and 2 Months in Prison at First
Trial"

See also S. Korea's Troubling Pattern of Selective Probes

A South Korean court has sentenced a senior former official of the
Family Federation (formerly the Unification Church) to more than
a year in prison, marking a significant moment in an ongoing
series of scandals involving religion, money, and political
influence at the highest levels of government.

On 28th January 2026, the Seoul Central District Court - Presiding

Yoon Yeong-ho, Dec. 5, 2021 Judge Woo In-seong (% 2!‘d) - ruled that Yoon Yeong-ho
(& @ =), the former World Headquarters director of the Family




Federation (a religious organization founded in South Korea), was guilty of multiple criminal offenses
connected to unlawful lobbying and the misuse of Federation funds. The court imposed a combined
sentence of one year and two months in prison at the conclusion of the first trial.

According to The Law Times, the case centers on allegations that Yoon used the financial resources of the
Family Federation to gain political favor by offering large sums of money and luxury gifts to powerful
figures closely connected to South Korea's president. According to the court, these actions were intended
to influence government decisions on issues of interest to the religious organization.

Specifically, the court found that in January 2022, Yoon illegally
gave 100 million won (roughly USD 75,000 at the time) to Kweon

Seong-dong (#Hd-&), a prominent lawmaker from the ruling

People Power Party. This payment was deemed a violation of
South Korea's Political Funds Act, which strictly regulates
donations and prohibits unreported or indirect political
contributions.

In a separate incident later that year, Yoon was found guilty of
violating South Korea's Improper Solicitation and Graft Act, an
anti-corruption law similar in spirit to Western anti-bribery
statutes. In July 2022, he arranged for expensive gifts to be

delivered to First Lady Kim Keon-hee (Z 713]), the wife of

People Power Party lawmaker President Yoon Suk-yeol (=41 €). These gifts - channeled
Kweon Seong-dong, Dec. 23, through an intermediary religious figure - reportedly included a
2024 luxury Chanel handbag, premium ginseng products, and a high-

end Graff diamond necklace, together worth tens of millions of
won.

Crucially, the court also determined that Yoon did not pay for these items out of his own pocket. Instead,
he later reimbursed himself using Federation funds, leading to a conviction for occupational
embezzlement. Judges ruled that this constituted an abuse of his position within the organization and a
misuse of donated religious assets for personal and political purposes.

However, not all charges were upheld. The court acquitted Yoon
of one allegation related to a separate gift of a Chanel handbag
earlier in April 2022, finding insufficient grounds to label that
specific act illegal. In addition, prosecutors accused Yoon of
destroying evidence after obtaining inside information about a

police investigation involving Hak Ja Han (2t2+X}), co-founder

and current leader of the Family Federation. That charge was
dismissed entirely, as the court ruled it fell outside the legal scope
of the special prosecutor's authority.

In explaining its decision, the court emphasized the broader
implications of the case. Judges described Yoon's conduct as a
deliberate attempt to leverage the wealth of a powerful religious
Former South Korean First Lady | organization to gain access to, and favor from, individuals at the
Kim Keon-hee, here in core of political power. Such actions, the court said, undermine
Washington DC July 10, 2024 public confidence in democratic governance and the fair
implementation of state policy.

The sentence was notably lighter than what prosecutors had requested. In December, a special prosecutor
team had sought four years in prison, arguing that Yoon acted as the Family Federation's de facto second-
in-command and carried out these actions under the direct instruction of its leader. The court cited
mitigating factors, including Yoon's cooperation with investigators and truthful testimony in related cases.

For Western observers, the case highlights ongoing concerns in South Korea about the blurred boundaries
between religion, money, and politics - and the legal system's attempt to address them through anti-
corruption laws and high-profile prosecutions.
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