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Shinzo Abe assassination verdict raises questions about the defendant’s "'leap™ as
its cause remain unexplained

Tokyo, 23rd January 2026 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai
Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article.

The Background Behind the ""Leap" Must Be Clarified

Verdict in the Assassination of Shinzo Abe

See also Court Rejects Media Narrative in Yamagami Case

See also Upbringing No Excuse as Abe Assassin Gets Life

See also Murder of Abe Was Terrorism — Trial Must Say So

Positional relationship between former prime
minister Shinzo Abe and the shooter Tetsuya
Yamagami on his assassination. Sourced from
Nikkei.com

In the case in which former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe (Zf&& =) was shot and killed in
July 2022 while campaigning in Nara City, the
Nara District Court sentenced Tetsuya
Yamagami (LU _E &), who was charged with
murder and other crimes, to life imprisonment,
as sought by prosecutors.

The central point of contention was how much
weight should be given in sentencing to the
defendant's disadvantaged upbringing, which
stemmed from his mother's involvement in the
Family Federation for World Peace and
Unification (formerly the Unification Church).
The court's conclusion that his upbringing
"cannot be said to have had a significant impact

on the occurrence of the incident” is an appropriate judgment.




No Significant Impact of Upbringing Recognized

At the same time, the defendant's act - attacking Shinzo Abe with a
homemade firearm during a campaign speech in support of a
House of Councillors election - shook the very foundations of
democracy. By killing Abe, whom the defendant himself described
as "not the real target", he sought to shock society, provoke
criticism of the religious organization, and "strike back" at it. This
act can be described as nothing other than terrorism. While the
ruling did judge the crime as a heinous murder, it cannot be said to
have fully confronted its essential nature as a terrorist act.

During the trial, the defense called the defendant's family members
and scholars of religion as witnesses, arguing that the mother's
conversion to the former Unification Church and her large
financial donations constituted "religious abuse" of her children,
and sought leniency in sentencing.

Shinzo Abe in March 2022, few
months before he was
assassinated

Regarding the defendant's upbringing, the court acknowledged that
it had "significant disadvantaged aspects", stating,

"It is not impossible to understand that the defendant, having been deeply shaken by his brother's suicide,
saw the complex emotions he harbored toward the religious organization turn into intense anger."

However, the court continued,

"There must be said to have been a major leap between that and the decision to commit murder and to
plan and carry out the manufacture of a homemade firearm."

Therefore, the court concluded,
"The influence of his upbringing cannot be recognized as substantial."”

As for the decision to change the target from senior church officials to Shinzo Abe, the court found,

"Ultimately, the defendant decided to carry out the attack by prioritizing his own circumstances - namely,
his worsening financial situation and his belief that he could not wait any longer."

It further stated that even this "shortsighted and self-centered decision-making process cannot be regarded
as having been significantly influenced by the disadvantages of his upbringing."

The scene of the assassination of Shinzo Abe in front of Yamato-Saidaiji Station in Nara City, Japan

From the outset, the incident was investigated and prosecuted as a lone-wolf crime by Yamagami. During
the trial, the defense did not dispute the facts, and the defendant himself admitted them. Nevertheless,
various doubts remain regarding the theory that he acted entirely alone. There is a major discrepancy
between the assessment by Dr. Hidetada Fukushima (& &% &) of Nara Medical University Hospital,



who treated Shinzo Abe and reported severe damage to the heart, and the findings of the subsequent
judicial autopsy conducted by the Nara Prefectural Police. There is also information suggesting that the
fatal bullet was never recovered.

See also "Organized Terrorism, Not Lone Wolf, Killed Abe"
See also Lone-Wolf Theory Disputed in Abe Assassination

These are not so-called "conspiracy theories," but reasonable questions. It was hoped that they would be
clarified during the trial. However, only the forensic pathologist testified, and Dr. Fukushima was not
called as a witness. Rather than dispelling doubts, the proceedings can be said to have deepened them.

Target Changed Five Days Before the Incident

The defendant had originally gone so far as to incur debt in order to manufacture a homemade firearm to
attack senior figures of the religious organization. The decision to change the target to Abe - whom he
had originally regarded as "not an enemy" - and to begin acting on that decision was made just five days
before the crime.

Here, too, there was a major "leap". Was economic hardship alone truly the reason for that leap? It cannot
be assumed that the defendant has told the whole truth. Clarifying the background behind this leap is
essential.
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