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Tetsuya Yamagami, sentenced

for the assassination of Shinzo
Abe, the former prime minister
of Japan

Yamagami sentenced to life for 2022 Abe assassination; Court rejects defense
arguments that upbringing affected the terrorist's decision-making

Tokyo, 21st January 2026 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai
Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article.

"Upbringing Had No Influence," Nara District Court
[See editor's note below on the above headline]

Assassination of Former Prime Minister Abe: Defendant Tetsuya Yamagami Sentenced
Sekai Nippo to Life Imprisonment

In the trial of Tetsuya Yamagami (LL_Efth — 45), charged with
murder and other offenses in the July 2022 assassination of former
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (Z&& =), a lay judge panel
delivered its verdict on 21st January at the Nara District Court.
Presiding Judge Shinichi Tanaka (F #2482 —) sentenced Yamagami
to life imprisonment, in line with the prosecution's request.

See also Murder of Abe Was Terrorism — Trial Must Say So

There was no dispute over the main facts of the indictment,
including the murder charge, and the central issue in the trial was
sentencing. The defense had argued that even a severe sentence
should be limited to 20 years in prison.

The prosecution emphasized the dangerous nature of the crime.
While acknowledging that family discord arose after Yamagami's
mother made large donations to the Family Federation for World
Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church), the
prosecutors criticized his motive for targeting Abe, stating that
there was "no room for leniency."

Judge Tanaka pointed out that although the defendant had an unfortunate upbringing, there was a "logical
leap" in connecting it to the course of the crime. He stated that the act was "entirely the result of the
defendant's own decision" and that it could not be said that his upbringing influenced his decision-
making. He added that there were "no circumstances warranting substantial leniency".

The trial began in October last year, during which 12 witnesses testified, including Diet members who
were at the scene, police officers, and the defendant's mother and sister. Questioning of the defendant

himself spanned five days.



According to the indictment, the defendant shot and killed Abe with a homemade pipe gun while Abe was
giving a campaign speech in support of an upper house election candidate in Nara City. In addition to
murder, he was charged with four other offenses: violation of the Firearm and Sword Possession Control
Law, violation of the Weapons Manufacturing Act, violation of the Explosives Control Act, and damage
to a building, for a total of five charges.

A floral tribute stand set up at Osaka Gokoku Shrine on 6th July 2024, on the occasion of the second
anniversary of the death of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. Organized by the Itagaki Taisuke
Memorial Association

The religious organization has not issued any comment regarding the verdict.

See also Murder of Abe Was Terrorism — Trial Must Say So

[Editor's note: The quoted text in the headline highlights the court's rejection of the defense argument
that the defendant's background mitigated responsibility.]
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