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South Korean Christian leaders protesting President Lee Jae-myung's initiative to dissolve religious
organizations. lllustration: Grok xAl

South Korean Christian leaders warn on attack on religious freedom, rejecting
President Lee Jae-myung's recent remarks on finding ways to dissolve unwanted
religious bodies

Tokyo, 12th December 2025 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai
Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article.

"Withdraw the Remarks on Establishing a Legal Framework for Dissolving Religious
Organizations"

South Korean Christian Groups Appeal
Sekai Nippo

by the foreign news desk / editorial staff of Sekai Nippo

Criticism has arisen from religious circles over instructions by South Korean President Lee Jae-myung

(O M &) to consider establishing a legal framework that would include the dissolution of religious
organizations.

On 10th December, South Korean Christian groups and Cho Bae-
sook (ZH{ =), a lawmaker from the conservative main opposition

party People Power Party, held a press conference in Seoul, calling
for the withdrawal of the remarks and for the protection of freedom
of religion.

See also Investigators Investigated: South Korean Crisis

Participants in the press conference included the General Korean
Christian Federation [8t= 7| =11 & @& 3| — a known major
Protestant umbrella group in South Korea] and other Christian
groups from around the country. They issued a statement asserting
Portrait of Cho Bae-sook that "the president's remarks on dissolving religious organizations
September 7, 2023 constitute a serious challenge to the Constitution and to freedom of
religion,” and demanded an official declaration that there would be
no future attempts to legislate "the dissolution of religious organizations™ or "religious control".

The statement noted that countries such as the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, and France
do not have systems for dissolving religious organizations at all and emphasized that "the Japanese model
for dissolving religious corporations referenced by the president has raised concerns at the United Nations
Human Rights Council and elsewhere." It criticized that introducing the Japanese approach into South
Korea would cause the country to "degenerate into the most powerful state of religious control among
OECD members."



Regarding President Lee's call for legal measures to enable dissolution under the banner of the "principle
of separation of religion and state", the groups countered that "the separation of religion and state exists to
prevent state power from interfering in religion". They expressed alarm, warning,

"Even if intervention begins on a small scale, there is a risk that state power will eventually come to
occupy the religious sphere."

One of the religious organizations being cracked down on in South Korea: Yoido Full Gospel Church,
here Dec. 4, 2016

In South Korea, tensions between the administration and religious circles have continued, including raids
by a special prosecutor on facilities belonging to Yoido Full Gospel Church, the Protestant broadcaster
Far East Broadcasting Company, and the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly
the Unification Church).

See also Investigators Investigated: South Korean Crisis

See also President's Own Party Drawn into Lobbying Claims

See also Balcomb: "Prosecutors' Case Is Politically Driven"

See also Likely Long Legal Battle Ahead for Mother Han
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See also Inside the Detention Center: A 10-Minute Visit

See also Health Concerns: 82-Year-Old Pretrial Detainee

See also In Tiny Solitary Cell: Irreversible Harm Caused

See also Mother Han Briefly Released for Medical Reasons

See also Message of Religious Unity from Detention Cell

See also Over 50 Days in Vigil Outside Detention Center
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