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Special Prosecutor's Office being raided by police. Illustration: Grok xAl

Raids on prosecutors and detention center mark unprecedented escalation in bribery probe as
investigators come under investigation

A Yonhap News Agency report of 15th December 2025 documents a
corruption investigation of exceptional breadth and institutional
sensitivity in contemporary South Korean politics. The article written by Chae Yun-hwan carried the
headline "Unification Church leader named suspect in bribery case involving politicians".

See also Lobbying Probe Risks Becoming a Witch Hunt

See also Complaint Filed Against Lead Special Prosecutor

Now also being raided by police: The Seoul Detention Center. Here, its gate in November 2025

While allegations of bribery involving religious organizations and politicians are not unprecedented, the
present case stands apart because of the unprecedented decision by police to conduct coordinated raids
today, 15th December, not only on Family Federation facilities and politicians' residences, but also on the




Special Prosecutor's Office and the Seoul Detention Center. These actions signal a level of institutional
distrust and procedural escalation that elevates the affair beyond a conventional bribery probe and into a
crisis implicating the integrity of the justice system itself.

According to the report, the leader and co-founder of the Family Federation, Hak Ja Han (2+StA}), also

called Mother Han, is at the center of the current investigation. She has been named a suspect for
allegedly providing unlawful funds and luxury items to politicians across party lines, in violation of the

Political Funds Act.

Under investigation: Yoon
Yeong-ho, April 22, 2023

The breadth of alleged recipients — spanning former cabinet
ministers and lawmakers from both conservative and progressive
camps — supports the prosecution's emerging narrative that there
has been a systematic, non-partisan strategy of political influence
rather than isolated acts of favoritism. This interpretation is
reinforced by courtroom testimony from former Federation official

Yoon Yeong-ho (& & =) asserting that support was deliberately
extended to both ruling and opposition figures.

What renders this case extraordinary, however, is not merely the
alleged conduct of a powerful religious organization, but the
investigators' implicit challenge to other state institutions. The raid
on the Seoul Detention Center, where Mother Han is currently
held, underscores the determination of police to secure primary
evidence without reliance on custodial intermediaries. Such an
action suggests concern over potential evidence suppression or
incomplete cooperation, an unusual implication when directed at a
correctional facility operating under strict procedural norms.

Even more striking is the search of the Special Prosecutor's Office itself. The police justification — that
records may not have been fully transferred when the case changed hands — goes beyond administrative
oversight and enters the realm of alleged investigative bias.

Chief Special Prosecutor Min
Jung-ki, who is now himself
being investigated. He
summoned Dr. Hak Ja Han and
Pastor Son Hyun-bo for
guestioning and asked for their
long-term detention. Min is the
head of a huge team of special
prosecutors with extensive
investigative powers. Image
generated by Chat GPT

By targeting the office of Special Counsel Min Jung-gi (215 7]),
police are effectively asserting that an institution specifically
created to ensure independence and impartiality in high-level
corruption cases may itself have failed to meet those standards.
This development reframes the investigation as not only a matter
of bribery, but also of institutional accountability and jurisdictional
conflict within the prosecutorial apparatus.

Politically, the implications are severe. The involvement of figures
linked to both major parties undermines attempts to frame the
investigation as partisan retaliation, while the reference to alleged
preferential treatment toward politicians affiliated with the former
president's party raises questions about selective enforcement and
politicized justice. The resignations, denials, and counter-
accusations that follow are likely to deepen public cynicism not
only toward alleged religious power brokers but toward state
institutions as well.

The Yonhap report depicts a moment in which the investigation
itself becomes a subject of scrutiny. The raids on the Special
Prosecutor's Office and the Seoul Detention Center symbolize a
breakdown of presumed institutional trust, marking this case as a
rare instance where the boundaries between suspect, investigator,

and overseer are simultaneously contested.
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