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South Korean editorial warns against political interference,
prosecutorial credibility, and religious bias in lobbying probe

On 14th December, Segye lIbo, a major South Korean daily,
published an editorial headlined "The Investigation into Yoon
Yeong-ho's Lobbying Must Not Be Influenced by Political

Calculations or Religious Prejudice”. The piece addresses a rapidly expanding political and legal

controversy involving allegations of lobbying by Yoon Yeong-ho (& & Z), a senior former official of the
Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (also known as the Unification Church). At its core,

the editorial argues that the investigation must be conducted strictly according to legal principles, free
from political maneuvering, public hysteria, or prejudice against minority religions.
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The paper writes that the case has gained national attention
because it intersects with three sensitive areas in South Korean
society: political corruption, the integrity of criminal
investigations, and the delicate relationship between politics and
religion. According to the editorial, the controversy intensified
after a special prosecutor's office — originally tasked with
investigating allegations involving First Lady Kim Keon-hee

(2 713]) — was found to have delayed action on testimony

suggesting that Yoon had lobbied figures from the ruling political
camp as well as the opposition. When the special prosecutor later
transferred the case materials to the police without explanation,
accusations of selective or politically motivated investigation
followed.

In Korea, special prosecutors are appointed precisely to avoid
political interference, and their credibility rests on independence
and impartiality. The editorial stresses that this credibility has been
seriously damaged. If investigators appeared reluctant to pursue
politically inconvenient leads, the entire investigation risks being

seen as compromised. The paper therefore urges the National Police Agency's National Office of



Investigation to treat the special prosecutor's missteps as a warning and to reestablish public trust by
conducting a thorough, unbiased inquiry focused solely on facts and evidence.

Beyond procedural concerns, the editorial expresses unease about
the broader social atmosphere surrounding the case. It notes that
unverified claims, rumors, and speculative interpretations are
circulating freely, often amplified by media commentary.

While allegations that Yoon violated campaign finance or political
funding laws are legitimate matters for investigation and
adjudication, the editorial criticizes what it describes as guilt by
association. Individuals are reportedly being stigmatized simply for
having met Yoon socially or for participating in events organized
by the Family Federation, such as delivering congratulatory
speeches. The paper characterizes this as a modern form of "witch
hunt", warning that such behavior undermines the presumption of
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A key theme of the editorial is concern over religious discrimination. The Family Federation is a minority
religious group in South Korea and has long faced persecution. The editorial argues that treating
interactions between politicians and religious leaders as inherently suspicious — solely because the
religion is unpopular or unfamiliar — reflects intolerance rather than democratic maturity. It suggests that
the scandal is being exploited either to score political points or to deliberately tarnish the image of the
religious organization itself, rather than to pursue justice.

The controversy escalated further when President Lee Jae-myung

(O| X &) during an official meeting publicly mentioned the
possibility of dissolving religious corporations. Although he did
not explicitly name the Family Federation, the editorial notes that
the context made the target clear.

This remark drew criticism because Yoon's criminal case has not
yet concluded even at the trial court level. In South Korea, where
separation of powers is constitutionally emphasized, presidential
comments on ongoing investigations or trials are highly sensitive.
The editorial reminds readers that the Supreme Court has
historically exercised extreme caution when dealing with the
dissolution of religious entities, precisely to protect freedom of
religion — a core constitutional value. Against this backdrop, the
president's remarks are portrayed as ill-timed and potentially
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Office The editorial also addresses the response of the Family Federation

itself. Its Korean affiliate recently issued a public apology,
acknowledging responsibility for causing public concern. The organization pledged to formalize political
neutrality, improve transparency in its governance, and strengthen accountability within its leadership. It
also promised to engage more openly with Korean society in an effort to rebuild trust. While the editorial
welcomes these commitments, it cautions that they must not be superficial or merely tactical responses to
public pressure. Instead, it calls for sustained, concrete reforms carried out with genuine resolve.

In conclusion, the editorial reiterates its central message: the truth of the Yoon Yeong-ho lobbying
allegations must be determined through rigorous legal processes, not through political calculation, media
sensationalism, or public prejudice. Allowing religious bias or partisan interests to influence
investigations would not only distort justice in this case, but also weaken democratic norms more broadly.
For the rule of law to prevail, the editorial insists, restraint, fairness, and institutional integrity must guide
every step of the process.
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