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Religious leaders at the prayer rally in support of Mother Han October 13, 2025 outside Seoul Detention
Center

South Korean religious councils protest state overreach

k'l 7:' Ol following inhuman detention of 82-year-old Mother Han
—

On 13th October, the South Korean newspaper Segye Ilbo
Segye Ilbo published a report which translated to English would carry the
headline "Detaining President Hak Ja Han Is an Infringement on
Religious Freedom - Korea Council of Religious Leaders (KCRL) and KCLC lIssue Declaration on

Religious Freedom". The piece was penned by Religious Affairs Reporter Jeong Seong-su (‘& =).

Religious leaders reading their joint statement at the prayer rally in support of Mother Han October 13,
2025 outside Seoul Detention Center.

See also Arbitrary Detention of Mother Han, Pastor Son

See also In Detention: Mother Han's Condition and Words

See also Mother Han (82) in Poor Health in Damp, Cold Cell

See also Law as Weapon: Old Age and Frail Health Ignored

See also Mother Han's Arrest and Purge of Faith in SKorea

See also News Release Blasts Indictment of Hak Ja Han, 82

In South Korea, tensions between religious communities and state authorities have intensified following



the arrest of Hak Ja Han, president of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification. Prominent
religious groups, including the Korean Christian Leaders Council (KCLC) and the Korea Council of
Religious Leaders (KCRL), have denounced the move as an infringement on constitutional guarantees of
religious freedom. The controversy has sparked widespread concern over what faith leaders describe as an
alarming encroachment of political and prosecutorial power into religious affairs.

Religious leaders braving the rain during the prayer rally in support of Mother Han October 13, 2025
outside Seoul Detention Center

The Segye llbo article describes how on 13th October, representatives from KCLC and KCRL gathered
outside the Seoul Detention Center in Uiwang, Gyeonggi Province, just outside Seoul to issue their
Second Declaration on Religious Freedom. The event, attended by roughly 300 religious leaders and
followers, took the form of a public prayer meeting and a press statement urging government restraint and
transparency in handling religious organizations.

The declaration was prompted by a special prosecutor's investigation that included the arrest of Hak Ja
Han and the search of several prominent religious institutions - among them Yoido Full Gospel Church,
Far East Broadcasting Company, and the Family Federation (also known as the Unification Church).
According to KCLC and KCRL, these actions amount to a direct violation of Article 20 of the South
Korean Constitution, which enshrines the freedom of religion and the separation of religion and state.

Religious leaders at the prayer rally in support of Mother Han October 13, 2025 outside Seoul Detention
Center

KCLC argued that the investigation reflects a growing trend of prejudice against religious organizations,
warning that politically motivated scrutiny could destabilize the country's democratic principles. The
council emphasized that the use of state power against faith communities not only undermines the
independence of religion but also threatens the broader foundation of democracy and human rights in
South Korea.

In their joint statement, the two religious councils issued three key demands to the authorities. First, they
called for an end to biased and politically motivated investigations and insisted on fair legal procedures.
Second, they urged the media and investigators to refrain from indiscriminate raids and speculative
reporting that could damage reputations without evidence. Third, they demanded the cessation of one-
sided inquiries and human rights violations stemming from the probe.



Religious Affairs Reporter Jeong Seong-su points out that the declaration also extended concern beyond
Christian communities. With allegations of political involvement emerging even within certain Buddhist
orders, KCLC warned of a "dangerous trend" in which political bias is spreading across religious
boundaries. The group stressed the need for unity among all faith traditions to defend the principle of

religious freedom regardless of doctrine or denomination.

Rev. Hong Yun-jeong, Chairman of the Korea

Council of Religious Leaders, delivering his brief

speech October 13, 2025

A separate news report by Peace TV on 18th
October features an extract from a short speech
by Rev. Hong Yun-jeong, Chairman of the
Korea Council of Religious Leaders, delivered
at the event 13th October,

"Please become the righteous people of this
era. When politicians are corrupt, when those
in power remain silent, who is it that has the
mission to reveal truth in the darkness of
history and become a light for the nation? It is
the religious leaders of the nation.

Like the prophecy in Isaiah's era which
lamented that there was not even one righteous
person, | earnestly appeal once again that you
become truly righteous people for this time. |
earnestly request once again that you become
the Old Testament prophets and New
Testament apostles of this era."”

In closing, KCLC and KCRL vowed to
continue mobilizing religious communities
nationwide to resist what they view as state
overreach. The organizations plan to expand
interfaith cooperation, pursue legal and

institutional reforms, and advocate for stronger human rights protections for religious practitioners.

The event outside the detention center symbolized more than a protest - it was a collective declaration that
South Korea's faith leaders intend to safeguard their constitutional rights and resist any erosion of
religious liberty in the face of growing political and judicial pressure.
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