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From a Victory over omrﬁunis (IFVOC) capan in Japan in 1969. Photo: IFVOC

Leftwingers Viewed Abe Assassination as a "'Once-in-a-
Lifetime' Chance to Eliminate Anti-Communism Movement

Large Conservative Monthly Magazine Exposes Political
Vendetta Behind Dissolution Case Against Movement That
Helped Safeguard Japan During Critical Cold War Period

See also Dangerous Flaws in Dissolution Order Decried

See also 50 Years of Evolving Anti-Communism Struggle

See also Issue of Communism Reemerging as US-China Clash

In their thought-provoking dialogue featured in the September
2025 issue of Hanada, Attorney Nobuya Fukumoto (&4 1&h)
and Professor Emeritus Seishiro Sugihara (428 P8 ER) offer a
. compelling defense of the International Federation for Victory
September 2025 issue of Monthly | - oyer Communism (IFVOC, or B£ti8 2 (Shokys Rengd) in
Hanada Japanese). Their insights are part of a larger article headlined,
"The Former Unification Church - the Irregularities of the

Dissolution Order".

This conversation unfolds against the backdrop of renewed national
debates concerning the role of the Unification Church (now the
Family Federation) in Japanese political life and the current legal
proceedings concerning its dissolution. With clarity, historical
context, and strong conviction, the two men argue that IFVOC
made a significant and underappreciated contribution to postwar
Japanese society - particularly in its effort to resist the tide of
global communism and to safeguard Japan's democratic structure.

The conversation on this topic begins with Sugihara, a legal
scholar, recalling the Vietham War era, when Japan, though not a
direct combatant, was deeply affected by the ideological struggle
raging between capitalism and communism. He paints a vivid
picture of members of the anti-communism federation engaging in
grassroots activism, standing on street corners with blackboards to
explain the dangers of communism. This anecdote not only
humanizes the movement but also underscores its educational and
civic-minded aspirations.

Seishiro Sugihara pointing out
that IFVOC provided "the
intellectual and organizational
counterbalance to communism

Sugihara emphasizes that during this era, communism was not an abstract ideological threat - it was a



force sweeping through the developing world and influencing Japan's own leftist student and labor
movements. The IFVOC, he argues, stepped in to provide the intellectual and organizational
counterbalance that Japan's liberal democratic mainstream had been lacking.

Attorney Nobuya Fukumoto, here
at press conference on
September 8, 2023

Fukumoto builds on this by situating IFVOC within the broader
geopolitical context of the Cold War. He reminds readers that the
organization was founded in 1968 by Sun Myung Moon, the
founder of the Unification Church, at a time when communism
was spreading rapidly through Asia. Japan, though allied with the
United States, was under constant ideological pressure.

In this environment, IFVVOC provided an infrastructure through
which conservative and center-right forces - including politicians,
business leaders, public safety officials, and retired Self-Defense
Forces officers - could coordinate their efforts to challenge the
progressive (and at times pro-communist) opposition. The
Federation, they argue, was not merely reactive but proactive,
helping to influence local governance, public policy, and national
security measures.

One of the most powerful elements of the article is its exploration
of the Levchenko Incident, in which a former Soviet KGB agent

defected to the United States and exposed a network of alleged Soviet collaborators in Japan, including
members of the Japan Socialist Party. Sugihara and Fukumoto point out that the fallout from this scandal
shook Japan's political establishment and validated many of the anti-communist concerns that IFVOC had

raised for years.

Stanislav Alexandrovich
Levchenko (1941-), former
Russian KGB major, who
defected to the USA in 1979.
Received American citizenship in
1989. In 1975, Moscow sent him
undercover abroad, as a
journalist. He worked for the
Russian magazine New Times
(Novoye Vremya) in Tokyo,
Japan. From October 1979 he
gave detailed information about
KGB's Japanese spy network to
the American authorities,
including in a Congressional
testimony at the beginning of the
1980s. He revealed the names of
around 200 Japanese agents,
including former labour minister
Hirohide Ishida of the Liberal
Democratic Party, and the
Socialist Party's leader Seiichi
Katsumata. Takuji Yamane from
the newspaper Sankei Shimbun
was also mentioned. (Wikipedia)

However, instead of fostering national unity against foreign
subversion, the left responded by accusing IFVOC - and by
extension, the Unification Church - of conspiring with the CIA to
fabricate the entire incident. This, they argue, set the stage for
decades of hostility toward the Federation and its religious
affiliates.

The legal and political ramifications of this animosity are traced in
detail. IF\VOC successfully sued the Socialist Party for
defamation, resulting in a settlement in 1994. However, as
Fukumoto and Sugihara explain, the legal counsel for the Socialist
Party, Hiroshi Yamaguchi (Il /%), had by then formed the
National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales (Zenkoku
Benren).

According to them, this organization's founding purpose was not
merely to protect consumers from predatory religious practices -
but to systematically dismantle the Unification Church and IFVOC
itself, both of which were seen as ideological enemies of the left.
Fukumoto asserts that the root cause of the ongoing dissolution
case against the Family Federation lies not in allegations of
misconduct alone, but in this long-standing political vendetta.

The interview concludes with a sobering reflection on the
assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (Z{&& =) by
Tetsuya Yamagami (1L _E 1), whose family's alleged
exploitation by the Unification Church triggered renewed scrutiny
of the religious organization.

Sugihara and Fukumoto argue that Zenkoku Benren and its allies
in the media seized on this moment as a political opportunity - an
event they viewed as a "once-in-a-lifetime" chance to accomplish
what decades of litigation and campaigning had not: the formal
dissolution of the Family Federation. In their view, the general
public has been kept unaware of these historical and political
undercurrents, which, if more broadly understood, might shift the
tone of public discourse and the trajectory of legal action.

In sum, this conversation offers a robust and unapologetic defense of the International Federation for
Victory Over Communism. It seeks to reframe the narrative around the Family Federation by focusing on
its historical contributions to anti-communism, national defense, and demaocratic preservation. While




critics may question the ideological bias of the IFVOC or its religious roots, Fukumoto and Sugihara
remind readers that history is rarely black and white - and that institutions like IFVOC played an
indispensable role in shaping modern Japan.

See also Dangerous Flaws in Dissolution Order Decried

See also 50 Years of Evolving Anti-Communism Struggle

See also Issue of Communism Reemerging as US-China Clash
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