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Demonstrators in the protest march advocating for freedom of religion - July 27, 2025, Kita Ward, Osaka
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Family Federation backers rally for religious freedom in Osaka decrying the
dissolution order that may have a much wider impact and be used against other

Tokyo, 28th July 2025 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai Nippo.
Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article.

"Dissolution Order for the Family Federation Is Unjust™

1,000 March in Protest in Osaka

Sekai Nippo | Dy the editorial department of Sekai Nippo

See also 2nd-Gen Believers Challenge Closed Hearings

Pastor Ryuichi Sunagawa, here
on May 13, 2025

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (Z{&&

Approximately 1,000 followers of the Family Federation for World
Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church) held a
protest march in Osaka City on 27th July, calling for the protection
of religious freedom. As they marched for about 40 minutes,
participants appealed to bystanders along the route, saying,

"Just as you all have things you value, we also have a faith that is
important to us!"

The protesters claimed that the dissolution order against the Family
Federation is unjust.

Prior to the march, a rally was held where Pastor Ryuichi
Sunagawa (f%)11%—) of Tsukishiro Christian Church (Nanjo City,
Okinawa Prefecture) gave a speech. He apologized for the
involvement of Christian churches in cases where members of the
Family Federation were allegedly kidnapped and confined with the
aim of forcing them to renounce their faith (breaking their faith)
[See editor's note below]. Regarding the assassination of former

=), he stated,



"The perpetrator is Tetsuya Yamagami (LU _E &), and the Family Federation has no connection to the
crime.”

Pastor Sunagawa argued that if the Family Federation, which has committed no criminal acts, is forcibly
dissolved, then Christian churches could be next under public scrutiny - and eventually, it could even
affect Buddhism and the Soka Gakkai. He insisted that this is why the Family Federation must not be
dissolved.

After the march, Pastor Sunagawa shared his thoughts, saying that being able to participate in the march
with a positive spirit, as befits a religious person, gave him energy.

See also 2nd-Gen Believers Challenge Closed Hearings

[Editor's note: Coercive faith-breaking ("deprogramming", forced renunciation of faith) in Japan refers
to the practice of coercively attempting to separate individuals from their religious affiliations or beliefs,
typically through intervention by family members, professional faith-breakers (deprogrammers) or
organizations hostile to new religious movements (NRMs). This phenomenon often targets members of
such movements, e.g. relatively large faiths like the Family Federation or Jehovah's Witnesses, but also
smaller groups like Happy Science (Kofuku no Kagaku) and other newer religious movements.

Also subject to faith-breaking attempts: Members of Soka Gakkai. Here, students belonging to the faith in
2001

However, also Soka Gakkai, a Buddhist-based lay organization with more than 8 million Japanese
members, and affiliated with Nichiren Buddhism, has occasionally been subject to faith-breaking
attempts.

The practice gained attention in the latter half of the 20th century, particularly in the 1980s and 1990s.
Parents or concerned family members often hired faith-breakers who taught them how to abduct and
forcibly detain believers. Almost all such cases involved confining the individual believer and cutting him
or her off from the religious community. During the confinement, the believer was subjected to intense
questioning or indoctrination designed to break his or her faith. The aim was to "rescue” the person from
what the family often had been tricked by faith-breakers or lawyers to regard as harmful influence from
the religious organization.

Demonstrators raising their voices at a rally held prior to the protest march - July 27, 2025, Kita Ward,
Osaka



Critics of forced de-conversion argue that it violates fundamental human rights, including freedom of
thought, religion, and association. Reports of psychological trauma and accusations of unlawful detention
have sparked debates over its ethical and legal implications. In response, some religious groups,
particularly NRMs, have lobbied for greater protections against such practices.

Japanese courts have been inconsistent in addressing cases of coercive faith-breaking. While some
verdicts have condemned the practice as illegal detention, others have been more lenient, citing family
concerns about "mental health" or alleged “exploitation™ as mitigating factors.]

Related to protesters warning of wider impact: Lawfare: State Uses Legal System in War on Faith

Many second-generation believers also took part in the protest march - July 27, 2025, Kita Ward, Osaka

Also related to protesters warning of wider impact: "Lawyers Lying and Shaming Japan" for 50
Years

And also related to protesters warning of wider impact: Japan Following the Way of China

And also related to protesters warning of wider impact: Japan's Dissolution Case Echoes China's
Playbook

More, related to protesters warning of wider impact: Media/L egal Expert: Communism Behind
Persecution

And more, related to protesters warning of wider impact: Militant Lawyers Dictate Government
Policy

More, related to protesters warning of wider impact: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights

And more, related to protesters warning of wider impact: State and Media Creating "Today's
Non-Citizens"

And still more, related to protesters warning of wider impact: 12 Religious Freedom NGOs
Denouncing Japan

More, related to protesters warning of wider impact: Japan: 4300 Abductions and Forcible
Detentions

Yet more, related to protesters warning of wider impact: Lawyers Manipulating, Coercing, Lying

Also related to protesters warning of wider impact: Kishida Follows Anti-Family Federation
Minister

Also related to protesters warning of wider impact: Militant Lawyers Dictate Government Policy




Still more, related to protesters warning of wider impact: Malicious One-Sided Government
Source Selection

Yet more, related to protesters warning of wider impact: Kishida's Self-Defeating Populist
Decisions

And still more, related to protesters warning of wider impact: Japan Urged to Make U-Turn

And yet more, related to protesters warning of wider impact: Dangerous Precedent to Crush
Religions

And even more, related to protesting the dissolution order: Tendentious Reporting by New York
Times

Still more, related to protesting the dissolution order: Japan Criticized for Glaring Rights
Violations

Even more, related to protesting the dissolution order: Japan Following the Way of China

Yet more, related to protesting the dissolution order: Japanese Communists' Final War

Still more, related to protesting the dissolution order: Political and Social Activism behind
Oppression



















