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As civic landscapes across Europe grow more complex and digital spheres expand rapidly, youth engagement in
democracy is not only needed—it is urgent. The YDDAP program, implemented in the heart of Austria, brought
together 30 passionate young changemakers from five countries—Austria, Kosovo, North Macedonia, Moldova,

and Romania—to build not only their knowledge but their influence.



This newsletter captures the energy, insights, and outcomes of our Erasmus+ exchange. We invite you to explore
the highlights, reflections, and aspirations of a program designed to equip youth with tools for active citizenship in

the digital era.

What the Journey Looked Like

The program was more than a series of workshops; it was a story that unfolded day by day.

Each day carried a distinct theme, building toward a shared purpose. The second and third days dove deep into
democracy—not as an abstract concept, but as a living, breathing process. Through simulations and role plays,
participants stepped into the shoes of local leaders, activists, and citizens, navigating real-world dilemmas and

discovering how their voices could truly shape society.



Midweek, the tone shifted with Cultural Storytelling, a deeply human day. Participants opened their hearts in storytelling
circles, sharing personal experiences of exclusion and identity. What emerged was a celebration of empathy, inclusion,
and the realization that every story matters in the democratic dialogue.

As the week progressed, the focus turned to Digital Advocacy. Participants were no longer just learners—they became
campaigners. Together in teams, they developed digital campaigns around real issues, creating action plans that could be

implemented beyond the program.

Take a look at YDDAP — click here!

@ United Nations Vienna
Standing where multilateral diplomacy happens, youth explored the UN’s role in global peacekeeping and SDG
implementation. A special dialogue with the UN Information Service emphasized how youth can shape global

narratives.
“This visit made me realize that diplomacy isn’t abstract—it starts with youth knowing their rights.”



@ Austrian Parliament
A guided tour and exclusive Q&A with parliamentary staffers offered insight into how national legislation interacts
with EU policy. Young participants gained firsthand understanding of how laws are made—and how they can be

influenced.

See more from our Austrian Parliament visit — click here!




@ Red Cross Austria

As part of the Youth Democracy and Digital Advocacy Program (YDDAP), participants and organizing staff were
honored to be welcomed by distinguished representatives of the Austrian Red Cross: Peter Kaiser, Deputy
Secretary General, Sonja Kuba, Head of the Austrian Youth Red Cross, and Marlies (Haider) Ladstaetter,
Assistant to the Deputy Secretary General and Federal Commander in Charge.

During our visit, they offered valuable insights into the Red Cross’s mission both globally and locally—from disaster
relief and healthcare services to youth education and community support. Their inclusive approach reaches all age
groups and integrates crucial services such as blood donation banks and second-hand shops into Austria’s social
safety net.

What stood out most was their deep commitment to democracy, social inclusion, and active citizenship.
Through partnerships with schools, public institutions, and local NGOs, the Austrian Red Cross fosters a culture of

service, responsibility, and solidarity.



For the YDDAP youth participants, this experience was not only inspiring—it was a vivid demonstration of how
structured civic engagement can drive real change. Seeing how values like compassion and public service are

institutionalized gave them a clearer picture of how they, too, can contribute meaningfully to society.

See more from our Austrian Red Cross visit — click here!

Democracy Beyond Borders
Flags were raised, dances shared, and stories told. Traditional foods, folk costumes, and national songs wove an
evening of unity through difference. More than a social event, it was a living laboratory of intercultural dialogue and

soft diplomacy.



Satisfaction & Value

94% found the program very relevant to their goals.
89% reported improvement in digital advocacy skills.
100% would recommend the experience to peers.

Participant Reflections

“For the first time, | understood democracy not as a system, but as a personal responsibility.”

“This program gave me tools—and the courage—to raise my voice online and offline.”



Next Steps | Advocacy in Motion

From April to June 2025, each country’s delegation will lead localized digital advocacy campaigns mentored by
experts. These campaigns will spotlight local democratic challenges and youth-driven solutions, culminating in an

online regional showcase.

“Democracy thrives not in institutions alone—but in the voices of those who dare to shape them.”



Appointment Announcement

We are pleased to announce that PhD (C) Ejona Icka has been appointed as the UN Coordinator for IAYSP
Europe and the Middle East.

In this new role, Prof. Icka will work closely with the IAYSP EUME office team to strengthen strategic partnerships
with UN entities and further advance our mission in peacebuilding and youth empowerment throughout the region.
We warmly congratulate Prof. Icka on this important appointment and look forward to her continued leadership and

impact.

For additional insights, check out our website - Home - YSPeace
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