

























































































I want to give the best of myself so I'm offering three yeats
to my country as a condition in front of God. I'm trying to set
an example, to be the most professional soldier and to help
others.

It might seem as if you only give during your army service
but the truth is that you learn so much. It’s also a great oppor-
tunity to make friends and to witness to them.

Roni
When I try to talk to people about my
army experiences, I don’t know where
to start. I've changed a lot during this
time.

Before the army, I was very quiet
and almost never challenged myself in
any way. [ didn’t try to communicate
with the kids at school, or anywhere
else. When I look at myself now, I see
a different person. I went through

many experi-
ences in the army that changed my
life and my faith.

My army course so far has
been: four months boot camp, four
months of advanced training, four
months on a commander course and
a year as a sergeant.

I'm serving as an infantry soldier.
I went to a frontline unit so I could
challenge myself. I felt that these
hardships would help me mature.

During my time as a soldier, I
have been able to practice some
basic principles that we all know.
For example, I could see and feel
how the give and take principle
truly works.

During one journey, I remember
how exhausted I was. Right when I
felt like giving up I saw one of the
other soldiers who seemed like he

was having an even more difficult It is rare for the five second-
leave at the same time.

time then I was.

I went to him and helped him
despite my difficulty. After a while, I
suddenly felt this amazing power and energy.

When you give something to someone else you never lose
from that. In fact, you receive so much more. I found that’s
really true.

During this time as a commander I am learning what it
takes to become a leader. I recognize that a real leader can
move people by loving them, taking care of them, setting the
example and being professional in what he does.

Most army commanders lead their soldiers by power and
. force, by punishing soldiers and using
authority as their main tool. But this
kind of leadership will never last long.
I don’t regret serving in the IDF. I feel
that what I am learning through my
army stint will help me in the future.

Tal

I'm nineteen years old, and I've been
serving in the army for a year and

| two months. I have ten months to go.
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I know that it sounds a bit weird for a girl to be serving in the
army, but in Israel, it's natural.

Before I started my army service, I had a goal in mind-—to
give everything I have to serve my country, but at the same
time, to try to receive and learn from every experience. Serv-
ing in the army is a special experience, and through all the dif-
ficulties that I have experienced, I have Jearned very much,

The Israeli army has many different jobs for girls. T am
serving in one of the most difficult (yet meaningful) of those
jobs and one that not too many girls like to do. I am stationed
at the Israeli border to stop anyone from invading the country
or harming the soldiers or other citizens of Israel. As a part of
my army service, I've had to face some difficult experiences
that I have never had to face before, at least not personally.
When I first started my job, it was very difficult for me. On
the one hand, I witnessed attacks against Israel, and F had a
role in preventing them. On the other hand, I saw people lose
their lives in front of my eyes. The first time I experienced
this kind of situation I cried very much. I was shocked. I was
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generation members who sent their reflections to all be on

also angry at God for putting me in the middle of this conflict,
when all I can do is watch.

Yet deep inside, I knew exactly why God had put me in
this circumstance. I believe God is trying to show me just a
small part of His sorrow and pain from seeing His children
hurting each other—actually hurting Him more than anyone
else.

When you face reality, when you see the wars that are
going on, it's impossible to remain indifferent. If it wasn’t for
these painful situations, I wouldn’t be able to understand how
messed up our world is and how much work we have to do
in order to fix it.

Taking the course that I chose isn’t easy, but I hope to learn
the most from it, to challenge myself, and to open my heart
toward God. I'm proud to serve in the army, not as just as an
Israeli soldier but as God’s soldier, his representative with
these goals in mind—to understand His heart, to change,
to become stronger, so that in the future I will find a way to
change the reality we live in. W
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Book Review

No, They Can’t: Why Government Fails—But Individuals Succeed
John Stossel; Simon & Schuster, 2012

ohn Stossel began his career in television as

a devotee of Ralph Nader, whom he met at

Princeton when Stossel was a student. He

ent on to win nineteen Emmy Awards dur-
ing his more than two decades at ABC,' mostly
for drawing attention to questionable conduct
by corporations. A liberal might ask how such
a smart fellow with all the right (that is leftist)
instincts ended up so wrong, spouting libertarian
ideas like that we're better off keeping govern-
ment small and keeping laws simple enough that
businesses have little to lobby about.

The answer is that Stossel is not only smart but
he’s honest, and in investigating the consequences
of government actions he discerned an unmistakable pattern of
more harm than good resulting. Stossel surprised his colleagues
at ABC when he reported that following the elimination of the
Civil Aeronautics Board? the predicted disasters did not occur;
instead airline competition increased, leading to lower prices
for consumers as several local airlines entered the marketplace.
Likewise, the elimination of the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion® and its control of trucking prices led to lower prices as
competing trucking companies were able to set their own prices,
resulting in lower prices for consumers on the tens of thousands
of items shipped. Stossel was on the road to discovering that
with government less is almost always more for people.

Stossel in No, They Can’t employs an effective pedagogi-
cal device that challenges the unfounded presumptions of big
government and people’s unwitting affirmation of it. Every few
pages, he pronounces “What Intuition tempts us to Believe”
vs. “What Reality taught me” such as in “Government can ‘get
the economy moving again”’ vs. “Government does not spend
money better than individuals do.” Not much reflection is neces-
sary to realize that politicians spending other people’s money
will be less careful than individuals spending their own money.
Politicians are concerned with preserving their own power and
inevitably end up making many promises while reliably fulfill-
ing only the ones that have some return for them. Healthy econ-
omies create productive jobs that increase wealth. Entrepreneurs
have to risk their own money and respond to the needs and
wants of their customers in a free market system if they are to
become successful. State-controlled centralized economies have
conzistently failed and over-regulated economies sputter along

1 The dumerican Broadcasting Company is a U. S. private television net-
- wark that began operation in 1943 and is now owned by the Walt Disney
Company.
F The UL S government created CAB in 1940 to supervise, develop and
promote the aichne industry. The 1978 Airline Deregulation Act led to
CAR's 1984 closure.
& This L5, government agency was abolished at the end of 1995.
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By Anthony J. Guerra

“ e despite governments pumping obscene amounts
¥ ~ of money into them as in the case of America
under both Bush and Obama. The U.S. govern-
ment’s propping up big business and protecting
. it from the consequences of bad behavior has not
and cannot improve the economy. One more of
. Stossel’s false intuitions vs. reality sums it up:
. “Government officials act with the public good at
' heart.” vs. “Government officials act in their self-
interest just like the rest of us—but when they do,
it’s a bigger problem because the government’s
customers cannot take their business elsewhere.”
Even more enlightening is his distinction between
capitalism and what he calls “crapitalism,” where
big companies use their influence to manipulate the system.
As government expands, big business spends more and more
resources to curry its favor. Reality is counter-intuitive also
with respect to government regulation, which incidentally big
business often supports because such regulation is much more
burdensome for smaller, start-up businesses, which may often
offer better deals to the public, than it is for mega corporations.
Big government curtails both free markets and the freedom of
individuals.

In turning to health care, Stossel points to the fact that the
American government has been interfering with the free market
system for most of the twentieth century. Employers began buy-
ing health insurance for workers during World War II because
government prevented companies from giving workers pay
raises, so to reward good workers, health benefits were added.
The government further abetted the practice by creating a tax
code that treats employer-based health insurance more favorably
than coverage individuals buy.

For most of my adult working life, I have received such com-
pany health benefits; as a result T have been much less consider-
ate of the cost of health services received than other services or
products that I pay for directly. Third-party payment destroys
the shopping process that is central to a free market. Companies
that offer Health Savings Accounts, where employers put cash
into accounts that the worker controls and can draw upon to
pay for medical costs, find the employees start asking how much
things cost. Workers stopped going to emergency rooms when
waking up with a stomachache at night.

From 1965, Medicare became the primary means of paying
for health care of the old. Unfortunately, Medicare, which has a
$34 trillion unfunded liability, today resembles a Ponzi scheme
that has current workers paying for the services of previous
workers but is fast approaching the point where it is unsustain-
able. America is confronting a cataclysmic entitlement crisis
brought about by political promises that cannot be fulfilled. Is
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increasing government control of the health care industry going
to improve the quality of care Americans receive? Stossel con-
cludes that patients acting like consumers will not only help
control the cost of health care but also improve quality.

Governments’ insatiable appetite to control people is no more
clearly evidenced than in its campaign to determine what people
eat. Although only 10 percent of people need to worry about salt
content in food, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has
introduced a plan to impose legal limits on the amount of salt
in thousands of products. The changes, we are told, are to be
mandated so that consumers will hardly notice. Stossel rightly
asks whether the government and its "food police" should be
involved in this area of people’s lives in the first place.

In New York City, the government launched a public aware-
ness ad campaign against soda because of its sugar content, but
the fact is that orange and apples juices contain just as much
sugar as Coke. The assumption is that greedy corporations have
no interest in the health of consumers who thus need to be pro-
tected. Stossel does not argue that corporations operate out of
love and goodwill, but points out that when consumers demand
it, even fast-food giants like Burger King and McDonalds have
introduced healthier choices. Although some people might con-
sider fast food unhealthy, this is not an adequate justification for
taking the decision-making power out of the consumer’s hands
and ceding that decision making control to the govemment
The unintended consequence of such govern-
ment intervention is to slow the more effective
self-correcting mechanism of the free market
system. Totalitarian regimes assume that their
decisions are always the best for all concerned.
Stossel quotes a Los Angeles Times report of four
police officers with guns drawn entering with-
out warning a company known as Rawesome
Foods to confiscate jugs of raw milk, which
some Americans prefer to pasteurized milk.
One critical difference between corporations in
a free market system and government is that
the former relies on persuasion and reputation
while the latter can and does use lethal force.*

To be sure, America does not need more
laws, whether concerning food or other areas
of personal choice, even if it means individu-
als may sometimes make decisions that will
cause themselves harm. Government should
not coerce individuals to achieve its concocted
ideal of perfection. One intuition that many continue to cling to
is that “Public schools® are one of the best parts of America,” but
Stossel retorts that the reality is “Government schools are one
of the worst parts of America.” The Reading, Math and Science
test scores of U.S. K-12° students have remained flat from 1970
to the present. During this time, the inflation-adjusted cost of
K-12 public education has doubled. The reason, Stossel says, for
the stagnation is not a mystery. K~12 education is a government
monopoly and “monopolies don’t improve.” The current educa-
tion system is averse to change and does not have the interest
of its consumers at its center. Stossel quotes Albert Shanker, the
late president of the powerful union, American Federation of
Teachers, saying, “When schoolchildren start paying union dues,
that’s when I'll start representing the interests of schoolchil-

4 Policemen rarely draw guns. A study of six U. S. police departments
found that in arresting 7,512 people, a policeman displayed a handgun in
2.7 percent of the cases and discharged one in 0.1 percent. Police depart-
ments regard displaying a gun a use of force.

5 U.S. public schools are kindergartens, elementary schools and second-
ary schools operated and funded by state and local governments.

6 Kindergarten to the final year of secondary school
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dren.” The union-supported system of tenure prevents incom-
petent teachers from being fired and thus school administrators
are powerless to improve the quality of schoolteachers, the most
critical factor for student success. With respect to the much
maligned charter schools’—70 percent of lottery winners® said
their school was “excellent” compared to 38 percent of lottery
losers. Why a lottery? Because unions and government collude
to prevent the opening of an ample number of charter schools to
accommodate all the families who wish to enroll their students.
Stossel recalls that when the phone service was effectively a
government monopoly “all phones were black and all calls were
expensive.” Only when there is unfettered competition in pro-
viding K-12 education will our children get the education they
deserve and need to be contributing members of society.
Resonating with a deep American sentiment when running
for the United States presidency, Ronald Reagan promised to
“get government off the backs of people.” More than thirty years
later, Americans are witnessing an unprecedented expansion of
government influence and control over virtually every aspect of
human life. Confronting extraordinary economic and social chal-
lenges, many have been ready to relinquish individual responsi-
bility in the expectation of political salvation. The problem that
Stossel has exposed is that in relinquishing such responsibility,
we ultimately diminish our freedom and the only capacity to
resolve the very problems before us. No central planning com-
. mittee is smart enough to solve the problems
of humanity. Although professing the strongest
skepticism regarding big government’s ability
| to improve our world, Stossel strongly affirms
*| that individuals and voluntary networks of
, | private citizens can solve all sorts of problems.
4 That is a time-tested idea that should be given
. another chance to prove once again its validity.
|  Unificationists may be disappointed that
i Stossel is a declared agnostic and leans towards
. a drastic curtailment of America’s military role
* in the world. I would love for Stossel to have
' the opportunity to sit together with our inter-
national president and discuss theism as the
. more rational alternative to atheism. Up to this
point it seems that Stossel has conversed on the
topic only with Christian fundamentalists who
believe that God created all things in six literal
| days. I would be equally delighted if Stossel
" could enjoy a conversation with the Tongil
Foundation chairman [Kook-jin nim] on the topic of the impera-
tive of securing peace and freedom through a strong military. |
Both the international president and foundation chairman
have been elucidating the founder’s vision for Cheon Il Guk
over the past few years. Their conclusions, while compatible
with Stossel’s affirmation of individual freedom and responsibil-
ity, lead to a comprehensive manifesto articulating the religious,
political and economic dimensions of a truly liberated society.
It would be great if we all had the opportunity to listen to
those conversations. W

Dr. Guerra is a special assistant to Rev. Hyung-jin Méon, international
president of the Unification Church.

7 Aschool that has a contract (charter) with a state or local government
that permits it to operate (on the condition that it achieves specific stu-
dent performance goals) with fewer restrictions than public schools (such
as on selecting its curriculum and personnel); They receive government
funding. Forty-one of fifty U. S. states have them.

8 For example, in the State of New Jersey, in 2012, 75 of 2,500 schools

are charter schools. One charter school in Jersey City had nearly 1,000
students vying for thirty openings at this year’s lottery.
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What's happening in your nation? Please send photographs and an explanation
of successful projects in your country or hometown to news@todaysworld.org.

Church-Mozambique

Rev. and Mrs. Hwa-beom Lee, boonbongwangs to Mozambique, have been actively working in their mission country since
the 1990s. In January, at the Ponta Vermelha Presidential Palace, Rev. Lee presented Mozambique's president, Armando E.
Guebuza, with True Father’s autobiography (Portuguese edition). Behind them is Rev. Augustine Ghomsi, head of UPF's southern
Africa sub-region. Rev. Lee spoke about Father’s work for global peace, including the significance of Father's meetings with
Mikhail Gorbachev and Kim Il-sung. President Guebuzu said that he could see that Rev. Moon’s work is wide-ranging. “We
can’t speak of world peace while there is poverty, and when there is no education. I am happy to know that you are taking
these into account.” The president encouraged Rev. and Mrs. Lee to continue their work. The Lees presented 133 additional
autobiographies as gifts for all the presidential palace staff members. Right: Rev. and Mrs. Lee share hoondokhae with
Mozambique citizens in a local district.
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Left: National leader Ek Nath Dhakal presenting True Father’s autobiography to Gen. Kosh Raj Wanta, the Inspector General of
Nepal’s Armed Police Force. Next to Mr. Dhakal is Mr. Santosh Kumar Paudel, Secretary-General of UPF Nepal; Next to Gen.
Wanta is Dr. Robert S. Kittel, education director of UPF Asia and Gen. Gyanendra Bikram Mahat, a retired deputy inspector
general of the Nepalese Police, who is also an active ambassador for peace. Right: At the FFWPU Nepal National Training
Center: Graduates of a twenty-one-day Unification Lifestyle Training Program at the closing ceremony. Second row, seated:
National leader Ek Nath Dhakal (in a white jacket), beside Mr. Prakash Babu Thapa, president of World CARP Nepal (in a black
suit). FFWPU Nepal is organizing workshops of this type once a month to educate students with True Parents’ teachings.
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Left: Graduates of India’s third forty-day national mobile fund raising campaign (Seated: the acting natlonal Ieader and his wife,
Mr. and Mrs. Krishna Adhikari) Middle: Appointment of ambassador for peace, Dr. (Mrs.) Kiran Mehra-Kerpelman, the director
of United Nations Information Center for India and Bhutan during the (right photo:) Commemorative Event of International
Women's Day in the UN Conference Hall, New Delhi.

A European Leadership Conference was . GE eRER
held in Tirana, the capital of Albania, N pas R, ':g:;‘mg“ m'm“"&mﬂ - |
with high-level participants. The theme g

of the conference was “The Role and
Importance of Albanians for Lasting
Peace in the Balkans.” Three former
presidents—Mr. Rexhepi Meidani and
Mr. Albert Moisiu from Albania and Mr.
Fatmir Sejdiu from Kosovo—participated
and were very happy to be able to
contribute to the work of the Universal
Peace Federation.

ithabin Church-Albania
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w Church-Cameroon
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One hundred and twenty-nine villagers came to an Original Divine Principle for a Peaceful Nation workshop (April 16-18)

at City Hall in Dibang. Lihinag Tam’s family held the workshop as a tribal messiah activity. The first day’s theme was God's
Ideal of Creation. The participants, for whom the lecture material was quite unexpected, asked many questions, which were
satisfactorily answered. The second day’s theme was The Fall: Why and How was God'’s Ideal Left Unfulfilled? Questions came
from all angles. Among many other things, people wanted to know why such truth had been hidden for so long. In the evening
of the second day, the village pastor met the lecturer and asked him not to reveal so much truth, lest it cause the villagers not to
follow the pastor’s teachings after the workshop. To further everyone’s understanding of the Divine Principle, we invited them
to Yaoundé, our nation’s capital, for a special workshop. The third day’s theme was True Parents and the Blessing. The villagers
asked who True Parents are and registered to buy A Peace-Loving Global Citizen. Twenty-five people registered for the next
Blessing Ceremony and ten couples went through preparation for the blessing ceremony. We learned from this that the harvest
is now abundant if we follow True Parents’ instructions to fulfill the historic mission of tribal messiahs.
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