


tant it is that through all the religions we can 
bring the world together as one. The walls 
came down today. I was deeply moved in my 
heart by the love of God that I felt. I felt Jesus’ 
presence there strongly.

Bishop Michael White, Apostolic Church, 
Brooklyn, New York City
The scripture has been fulfilled on this day. 
As it says in the Old Testament, “How good 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” 
We saw the different religious bodies com-
ing together. I want to thank True Parents for 
teaching us this way. From the time when 
Father Moon revealed to the Christian leaders 
the messages of Jesus, Mohammed and Confu-
cius from the spirit world, now we see in real-
ity that those messages coming from heaven 
have now come down to earth and become a 
living reality before our eyes. The statues were 
enormously powerful, and I believe that all 
people will be drawn from all over Korea and 
the world to come here and worship.

Rev. Tanya Edwards, National Board, ACLC
I really enjoyed being at Cheon Bok Gung. Rev. Hyung-jin 
Moon’s love exemplifies that of Father and Mother Moon. I felt 
so much warmth and so much an uplifting feeling. The whole 
thing was filled with so much love. I could feel Jesus’ presence 
there and I felt hope for the path we’re walking, that isn’t only 
for Christians but for all of God’s children.

Rev. Glenda Phillips-Lee, Coptic Church of Harlem, N. Y. C.
This ceremony was truly anointed by God. I felt the presence 
of Jesus. The unveiling of the statues, especially of Christ, 
gave me such a profound feeling that all could be one, as Jesus 
prayed. When I walked in Cheon Bok Gung I felt that this was 
the most royal place, the most significant place of royalty of all 
of human history. I felt the depth of love of Father and Mother 
Moon coming through Rev. Hyung-jin Moon and his wife as 
they embraced us. This gave us incredible profound love and 
anointing. I can feel my ministry is going to be expanding, and 
this anointing is going to expand to all other places. If I were 
in Korea, his definitely would be my own church. I would join 
this church.

Imam Haitham Bundakji, Chairman, Islamic Center of 
Orange County, California
I just want to thank True Parents from the bottom of my heart. 
I’ve never experienced anyone being able embrace Islam and 
understand Mohammed. I know Father Moon is truly one with 
God. I’m shocked by the teaching that I’m receiving here. I’m 
overwhelmed and almost scared because so many thing are 
new and different than what I understood, but I know from 
being with this movement for many years that if I go forward 
I will understand if I study. I had a dream that I understood a 
lot about Father Moon teachings. When I saw the unveiling, 
the sensitivity toward Islam by displaying the Koran, and the 
statues of Jesus, Buddha and Confucius, it really confirmed for 
me this is the work of Allah. 

Rev. David Scholet
I felt the gigantic umbrella of God’s unity forming over all 
religions the moment this ceremony began. I felt all faith lead-
ers could come together as one. I felt that somehow everyone 

could start from their own tradition, whether they were Chris-
tian or Hindu or Buddhist or Muslim. They could start from 
where they’re at, and through this Cheon Bok Gung, through 
the interfaith demonstration, and through the statues we could 
all start moving together as one. This is a profound movement 
in history. This oneness will expand to all. 

Rev. Adeline Dajuste, Pentecostal Church, Boston
I could feel that Rev. Moon’s heart and intention to bring all 
people together—not just Christians, although he is uniting 
all Christians—was being realized. I could feel today that he’s 
uniting all the religions of the world and all people of the 
world to work together for one family under one God. 

Elder Donald Watts, Mormon Church, San Francisco
This was inspiring and awesome. I was deeply moved by Rev. 
Hyung-jin Moon. For many years I’ve loved and respected 
Father Moon and believe God called him to bring us all 
together. I also worried how this movement would go forward 
in decades to come. Today that worry was taken away when I 
saw how beautifully, so easily and smoothly, his son conveyed 
words of love. Our hearts melted. 

We are so grateful to you and we congratulate you on your 
victory not only fulfilling your own mission but having your 
children take up your mission and fulfill it and expand it.

Dr. Gloria Wright, Methodist pastor, Atlanta, Georgia
(When asked to reflect, she began to cry.)
In 2001 when I first joined ACLC I felt deep in my spirit that 
Father Moon was right, that he understood God’s heart and 
was truly guiding us according to the truth. I offered the bene-
diction after In-jin nim’s sermon at Lovin’ Life Ministries. I 
was uplifted when I came back. Being in the present of her 
brother, Rev. Hyung-jin Moon, I can feel my ministry is going 
to be much more blessed when I go back. I’ve seen snapshots 
of Father Moon’s life but never saw it all together as in the 
museum today. (Dr. Wright started weeping again.)

The ceremony at Cheon Bok Gung truly overwhelmed me. 
I’m speechless. I can see that all Jesus was talking about is 
being fulfilled right now. Father and Mother Moon have the 
courage to do what’s right, even though putting Buddha and 
Jesus and Confucius out there publicly is profoundly startling 
and shocking. I’m deeply, deeply moved. TW
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Faith leaders light candles in front of the statues at the conclusion of the event.
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Today’s World: How certain were you of victory in the Supreme Court hearing on September 1?
Dr. Lek: Even though we expected to win the case, there was always some fear, some lingering 
doubt among the defendants. We had gone through twelve years of very serious work, fighting to 
build a strong case, knowing that we might have to take it to appeal or even to the Supreme Court. 
I had worked on it during those years and I felt our case was very strong. The Supreme Court is 
dealing only with points of law, not the facts of the case as such, so we knew it was not a matter of 
additional evidence being brought in. There is always uncertainty as to what is going on behind 
the scenes, but internally I absolutely believed that we would win at the end, and that it was only a 
matter of time.

You could have been given the death penalty.
At the time of our arrest, the chief of police had wanted us tried for treason by a military tribunal 
under martial law. We could have been executed within twenty-four hours had that happened and 
had we been found guilty. 

As you can see in other reports that are circulating, a daily newspaper had attacked us and in 
the end we responded by bringing a court action against the newspaper. But the newspaper had 
a cozy relationship with certain factions in the police force, and the police raided us and brought 
criminal charges, accusing us of betraying our country and seeking to make it a colony of Korea. 
The charges carried a maximum penalty of death. 

You were incarcerated for a long time initially. 
From the point of our arrest we were imprisoned during the whole process from the police inves-
tigation, to filing of the case with the prosecutors, to the prosecutors bringing the case to the court 
and to the beginning of the trial itself. The initial trial took twelve years. During that period we had 
to attend hearings at the court two or three days each month.

If it had not been for clashes in the streets, where rioters shed blood in protest against the mili-
tary regime in our country, which led to the end of the military government,1 we might never have 
been able to get out on bail. We could have been in prison for much longer than we were. 

How did you cope with the knowledge that it might be a long time?
Even though we were in prison, we kept faith. Moreover, our core members also kept faith. The 
core members supported us by visiting us, and with prayer. Through this strong faith and unity, 
God could protect us. 

We did not die or wither away in prison, as has happened to many people. I knew that if I 
got seriously ill in prison I would probably die, so I kept myself fit through exercise and lifting 
weights. I had never done weight training before. I actually put on muscle, and when I left the 
prison2 I was ten kilograms heavier than when I went in; but it was muscle, not fat.

1  Riots began in April 1992, after Mr. Suchinda Kraprayoon, one of two leaders of a 1991 coup d’état, was 
appointed prime minister. The Thai government estimated sixty people died before Mr. Kraprayoon resigned in 
May. Outside estimates were as high as three hundred and fifty. 
2  All eight members were released on bail after twenty-one months.
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On June 26, 1991, eight of our Thai church members were arrested, charged with treason and 
imprisoned. They were not released on bail until March 1993. Despite their having won acquittal 
in the original trial and in a trial in the court of appeal, twenty years after their arrest they faced 
final judgment case in the Supreme Court of Thailand. As was reported in our last issue, on Sep-
tember 1, the ordeal ended when the Supreme Court announced it agreed with the two lower court 
acquittals. The eight members could breathe freely for the first time in more than two decades. 
Lek Thaveetermsakul (trained as a medical doctor, he is known affectionately as Dr. Lek) and his 
wife Vipa Thaveetermsakul, who is from Taiwan, were among the eight. Here is Dr. Lek’s story of 
how God has worked in Thailand during the ongoing ordeal.

Lek Thaveetermsakul and 
Somyot Pipat on their way 
to a court hearing during 
their time of incarceration
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Were your children fully aware of the situation?
My children first heard about the case quite recently, when they 
were thirteen or fourteen years old. My wife talked with them. 
They first heard the full story when I gave a talk about it to a 
large group of members, and they were present. That was the 
first time they were able to grasp the situation in full. Although 
we knew we would win, they were worried. My son came to 
me and asked if I would have to go to jail. I told him no. But my 
wife had taken the children aside and spoken with them seri-
ously, preparing their hearts. Although she too knew we must 
surely win, there is always an element of uncertainty.  

On the morning of the final hearing, my son asked me 
again, “Dad, are you coming back home today?” I said, “Yes, 
of course. Don’t worry.” And I said, “Telephone your mother 
when you finish school in the afternoon.”

He didn’t wait until after school. Even though children are 
not allowed to make calls during the daytime, he borrowed 
a telephone at lunchtime and called his mother as soon as he 
could. She could tell by his breathing how worried he was as he 
asked, “Did we win?”

Twenty years seems unbelievably long for a court case.
In the United States, the prosecution cannot appeal an acquittal 
in a criminal case, as this would place the accused in “double 
jeopardy.”3 But in Thailand, prosecutors can appeal against an 
acquittal. We had been charged with treason. Prosecutors want-
ed to prove themselves and were thus willing to push it on and 
on without regard for the time it took. It was a criminal case. 
If a prosecutor loses twice, in the first trial and at the court of 
appeal, the government cannot pursue it further; that is, to the 
Supreme Court, unless the judge has some doubt on the appli-
cation of law, or unless the prosecutor can persuade the attorney 
general to endorse a final appeal to the Supreme Court. Our 
case was handled by a group of prosecutors who themselves 
appealed to the attorney general, the nation’s top prosecutor. He 
endorsed the case because it was a matter 
of national security. In fact, our case was a 
major case in our country.

The case formally began on June 26, 
1991, so it should have lapsed on June 
26, 2011, after twenty years. That meant 
that on June 26, 2011, the charges would 
be dropped against those who had been 
charged in the case, but not been arrested 
and put on trial (True Parents, and some 
other leaders). 

Police Lieutenant General Thaveesak 
Tuchinda recently became an ambassador 
for peace. He comes from a well-known 
and wealthy family which has many medi-
cal doctors and famous lawyers. I told him 
about our case and asked him to check if 
the charges would actually expire on June 
26, 2011 for True Parents, and also to check 
the progress of our case in the Supreme 
Court. It is extremely hard to find out the 
status of a case in progress at this level. 
Only someone in the right position could find the way. So in 
June, Lieutenant General Tuchinda contacted the court secretary, 
who could check the progress of the case. He testified to the 
secretary that he could see no danger posed by our movement 
to the nation; that, moreover, the movement had been doing 
good things for students, young people, women, the poor, and 
3  This means that once a court declares a person “not guilty,” of a 
crime, the government can never try him again for the same crime.

so forth; and that the case needed to be concluded as soon as 
possible, since it has been going on for so long. Not long after-
ward, we received notification that the hearing would be on 
September 1.

Could you have been sent back to prison after all this time?
If the court had returned a conviction against us, we could have 
received long prison sentences because of the severity of the 
charges. As you may have heard, handcuffs were brought into 
the court before the judge entered to read the court judgment. 
The judge who reads the court decision, by the way, does not 
know what it says. The decision of the judges on the case is in 
an official, sealed envelope.

My wife asked me to hold her hand. She was still worried 
about which way the decision would go. 
Although we knew this day would one 
day come, facing it in reality was not easy. 
Apart from the time we met when we were 
brought into court for a hearing after hav-
ing been incarcerated in separate prisons 
for many months, this final courtroom 
hearing on September 1, was the only time 
that I had seen my wife in tears. 

Despite the enduring threat you faced, 
the Thai movement has grown. How was 
that achieved?
Soon after we were released on bail, our 
lawyer told us that it would be best if I go 
away to the countryside and keep very 
quiet for a time. But I told the lawyer that 
I could not do that. I said we had to move 
forward, but that I would be sensitive 
and reasonable in what I was doing and I 
would inform him of whatever I was going 
to do.

So we reestablished the Professors World Peace Academy 
(PWPA) activities, and with the International Conference on 
World Peace (ICWP) in Bangkok in 1993, the professors, who 
were our VIPs, began coming back. They thought we were 
dead, but we did not die. We resurrected the organization and, 
one by one, they returned. 

With the help of the former Supreme Commander in Chief 
of the Royal Thai Army, General Saiyud Kerdphol, we set up 
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Dr. Lek's wife Vipa at the women's prison where she endured 
separation from her husband and the other members.
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Police Lieutenant General Thaveesak 
Tuchinda with Asia UPF director Dr. 
Chung-sik Yong outside the courthouse
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the Foundation for Development and Peace for the purpose of 
protecting our movement and activities. I asked him to become 
the chairperson in order to protect PWPA because it was also 
under attack. At that time, the police were accusing us of brain-
washing not only university students but even the university 
professors! Professors who joined our conferences, or our move-
ment, were being investigated. We then had to reactivate our 
members, begin quietly witnessing again and restore the finan-
cial foundation.  

Father launched the Women’s Federation for World Peace 
(WFWP) in 1992, so we also initiated WFWP and began build-
ing up its activities. True Mother began to do speaking tours…. 
True Parents did many world speaking tours but were never 
been able to come to Thailand. Whenever we went to meet 
Father and Mother, I felt so ashamed in front  of them. We put 
True Parents on trial and they could not be vindicated for so 
long. 

So, although True Mother could not come to Thailand, we 
organized a Women’s Federation rally by ourselves. Twelve 
hundred people attended. 

Based on that, we gradually reactivated CARP activities. 
WFWP and CARP were cooperating like mother and son. 
WFWP helped to open the way in the universities, and CARP 
could then begin doing activities. Archangel–mother–son coop-
eration. 

PWPA, WFWP, CARP—I see… 
In that way, we could break through in the schools and uni-
versities again. Finally, we brought university presidents on a 
PWPA tour to Korea and even to America to see our movement 
in those countries. It was as if we were restoring a significant 
milestone that had happened just before our arrest. In April 
1991, one month before our arrests, we had organized a PWPA 
tour to Japan. Among the participants were many university 
presidents. One of them was the president of Ramkhamhaeng 
University, where the 1988 CARP Convention was held. Fortu-
nately, he was on the civilian advisory board that the military 
government had established. He was one of a number of board 
members who strongly advised the government that this case 
should not be heard by a military tribunal. Satan had wanted 
to kill us through martial law, but he could not. Then, in prison, 
Satan could not kill us either—after twenty-one months, we 
were liberated. Next, in the court, over twelve years, they 
wanted to silence us and have us wither away. During this 
process, while the church was in court, we were building up 
our movement. Fortunately, because of True Parents’ grace and 
victory, a new way opened up. They established the Women’s 

Federation and then the Family Federation for World Peace and 
Unification. Based on the success of PWPA, WFWP and CARP, 
I decided that there was a foundation upon which the parent 
organization could come—that is, the Family Federation. So 
when True Parents established the Family Federation, we did as 
well, in 1997. Then, through the Family Federation, we success-
fully held a major Blessing Ceremony and True Parents even 
appeared on television. We had advertised the Washington DC 
Blessing Ceremony on television. We held our event simultane-
ously at night, with the use of satellite broadcast. 

For ten years after we lost our first son through a miscar-
riage, my wife and I had not conceived any children. We had 
almost lost hope. Then just when we decided to establish the 
Family Federation, she became pregnant. During the time we 
were establishing FFWPU, my wife’s pregnancy took a serious 
turn and she had to enter the hospital. She was in intensive 
care for almost two months. It was a balancing act between the 
baby’s life and it’s mother’s. Just after the Family Federation 
was established, my wife gave birth to twin daughters safely, 
thanks to God’s protection and members’ prayer. We were very 
grateful because we thought we were too late. We had lost ten 
years. God returned the time we had lost by giving us twins. 

Then, we began the big blessing campaigns. At that time, one 
member’s parent, who strongly persecuted us and worked with 
the prosecutors to prosecute us again, went to the largest news-
paper. We were preparing for the Blessing Ceremony. We were 
going to use a live television broadcast, challenging such public 
exposure even while the case was still in court. This member’s 
parent also began personally attacking Mrs. Kamoltip Payak-
wichien, the president of WFWP in Thailand, who was helping 
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The Blessing Ceremony organized by the Thai church in 1997, while the nation's government sought to convict its leaders of treason.

The Youth Federation for World Peace was one of the 
organizations launched while our members' trial was ongoing. 
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with public relations for the blessing preparations. He used very 
bad language. 

In the newspaper? 
No. Calling her at home. Because she was helping me, doing 
public relations for our movement. He threatened us saying, 
The day you hold the blessing, you will go to jail; the police will 
take you to jail. Because the largest newspaper began to write 
bad things about us, the Bangkok governor, who was going to 
be the chairperson for the event, backed down. Kamoltip asked 
her husband’s younger brother, who was the governor of the 
Thailand Tourism Authority, to take his place. Yet we were still 
under the threat of a police raid on our Blessing Ceremony. 

Were you worried that the police would actually come in?
Yes, of course we were worried, both Kamoltip and I. We had 
sent the other VIPs to join the main Blessing Ceremony in Wash-
ington DC. Only she and I remained. She dressed very nicely 
and carried a small purse with her bankbook in it, so that she 
could bail herself out if arrested. It was the weekend. If you 
don’t have cash and haven’t prepared, you could end up in jail 
for two days. She was that serious, and that prepared. 

The Blessing Ceremony was so beautiful. We had married 
couples that took part in it, who had come from all over the 
country—government officers in nice clothing, movie stars and 
other celebrities—there was no justification for legal action. 

We explained to the newspaper that what they were doing 
was wrong. Kamoltip’s husband publishes two big newspapers. 
They move in media circles and had heard the rumor of a pro-
posed attack on us during the Blessing Ceremony to destroy the 
event, and that the radio stations were forewarned to be ready 
for that breaking news. People in the media came to know 
about Kamoltip’s media background, so they did not want to 
cooperate with the biggest newspaper’s plan. We also prepared 
by having members who knew Wonhwa-do martial arts guard 
the venue. 

But there was no way they could take action against us! 
Thousands of people participated and all the newspapers put it 
on the front page the next day. Even the biggest newspaper was 
silent. We won a great victory. While our case was in court, True 
Parents were shown on television giving the blessing. That was 
historic, a turning point for our movement’s image. After that, 
lawyers, engineers, even doctors called and wanted to attend 
the blessing because we had advertised it. 

In 1998, we held another successful Blessing Ceremony, 
sponsored by the Community Development Department of 
the Ministry of the Interior. We set up a program with this 
government department to help strengthen marriage and the 
family. We gave holy wine to people throughout the nation. We 
chose exemplary couples from all over the nation to be part of 
our Blessing Ceremony. It was televised. I went to Alaska and 
reported about this to True Parents. They were so delighted.

Later, we also inaugurated the Youth Federation for World 
Peace in Bangkok’s UNESCAP4 Hall in July 1998. Through 
YFWP we extended the Pure Love Movement and the blessing 
to students and young people in 412 high schools, involving 
about 400,000 students throughout the nation. 

Did the success in these Blessing Ceremonies help end the 
opposition?
Well we became so well known that another attack came, in 
1999. This time it was from ITV news television, which was 
the most powerful medium at that time. They scrutinized our 
movement and presented their findings as a scoop. Even my 
4  Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

picture appeared on television. “This person, whose national 
security case is ongoing, is connected with this Family Federa-
tion.” 

We had to fight back. They weren’t willing to stop. An 
hour-long program was broadcast. They wanted to destroy our 
image, which we had built up beautifully. So, I asked General 
Saiyud Kerdphol if he would write them a letter telling them to 
stop because, for one thing, our case was in the court and the 
process of justice was ongoing. “Why are you intervening in the 
process of justice? You are interfering with the court’s jurisdic-
tion. If you continue to do so, we will take legal action.” Finally, 
they fell silent. 

That television station was a rising star. Yet shortly after this 
incident, it fell into internal struggles that demolished their 
organization. It disappeared. It was like judgment. 

So you continued moving forward. 
After that, we restructured again. We had many organizations 
such as WFWP, FFWPU, YFWP and PWPA, but all loosely 
formed without registration. Our VIP’s advised us that we 
needed a strong legal foundation to protect ourselves. So, by 
the end of 1999, we restructured all our organizations so they 
were legally incorporated under the umbrella organization of 

the Foundation for Development and Peace, which had our 
top VIPs as committee members. We were thus moving to the 
national level even while the court case continued. I thought we 
had to go beyond the national level to win on the national level, 
as Father was doing. In 2000, Father had spoken of the UN-
related providence and spoken at the UN. That was his strategy 
and that’s why I sought to connect to the UN. 

From there, we began connecting everything to the UN. We 
held many conferences such as PWPA ICWP, the IIFWP inau-
gural conference, a national YFWP Conference, WFWP and a 
WANGO conference at the UNESCAP Conference Center in 
Bangkok; we even brought the Family Federation into the UN 
for the International Day of Families. We started that project 
early on—held it once, twice, three times until finally it was so 
big that the director of UNESCAP, Mr. Hak-su Kim, arguably 
the number two man at the UN, personally came to our event. 
We thus received recognition for our conferences at the UN on 
the International Day of Families. 

Then in 2003, we won the court case and were acquitted of 
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Church-related groups revived after the release of Thai church 
leaders. Here, CARP members demonstrate against the spread 
of pornography.
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all charges. We had brought Dr. Nicholas Kittrie5 to Bangkok to 
testify in our case. We brought many of VIPs who were close to 
us to testify, too. Towards the end of the trial, we brought even 
the former Supreme Commander in Chief of the Royal Thai 
Army, General Saiyud, the former president of the Ramkham-
haeng University, Dr. Pradit Chareonthaithavee, a former sena-
tor, professors—all top-level people—and they testified on our 
behalf. 

Winning our case was a major breakthrough. But then, the 
government decided to appeal. 

Did you know they would do that? 
Yes. But anyway, we just kept building up our movement. We 
had won the court case and we kept on going. Every day I 
thought, When will it finish? For me, though, since I came out 
of prison, I never wanted to look back, but just look ahead, 
whether the case was finished or not. We couldn’t just fight the 
case, we also had to move forward. 

The foundation you built up over the years after your release 
from prison surely influenced the outcome of the case.
Actually, I had a personal conversation with Hyung-jin nim and 
Yeon-ah nim, during their visit to Thailand last year. I shared 
about Thailand’s situation. I told them how we had been fight-
ing in the court because they were accusing us as a strange sect, 
even one politically motivated like communists. We were trying 
to defend ourselves by saying (and showing) that we were a 
genuine religion, and that we had the basic human right of reli-
gious freedom; and yet they had not accepted us as a religion. 

Our teachings are religious teachings; our motivation is 
religious motivation. We had no mind to take over the nation 
for any political reason. That was our basic ground to fight the 
court case and show our sincere work. How important that is! 
Without being seen or understood as a genuine religious organi-
zation, all of your basic human rights can be taken away. 

When the court case began, we tried to get documents, proof 
that we are a church or religious organization. It was very dif-
ficult to show a strong, influential religious foundation to prove 
that we were a genuine church. Of course, we were registered 
in America. But that was just a registration. The church founda-
tion in American was under attack; we were still viewed by the 

5  Dr. Nicholas Kittrie is an expert in international public and criminal 
law who has been an advisor to the U.S. government on various issues. 
He is president of PWPA-USA.

media as a bad sect. 
The homeland of our faith is Korea. At that time, in Korea, 

we were also under attack. Many were against our church, even 
in the founder’s homeland. That’s why when Hyung-jin nim 
emphasized that we are a religious organization, I told him I 
absolutely understood why he was doing that. 

I understood that without a strong foundation, we cannot 
move on. Of course, Father talks about there being no need for 
religion in the future, but we are not at that point yet. We have 
to come back to build that foundation. As a general NGO, our 
movement doesn’t have as strong a foundation as a religious 
organization. So I understood why Hyung-jin nim has tried to 
do that. Once the Korean church successfully establishes itself, 
is accepted by the government, incorporated legally, and accept-
ed by society, it will benefit the church in the whole world. 

Even though we have come back to being a religion, the level 
is different. Before we were working on the unity of Christianity 
but now we should work as a world religion—Tongilgyo—for 
the unity of world religions. 

If we are viewed as something other than a genuine faith, as 
happened in Thailand, we can end up in a serious situation.

I told Hyung-jin nim and Yeon-ah nim how important I felt 
their work in Korea is. Without that, all our churches in the 
world will suffer. It’s very difficult to be recognized. If we have 
a strong foundation in Korea—and in America—the whole 
world can turn around. 

They are not just thinking about Korea. They are thinking 
about the providence as a whole. TW
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Lek and Vipa Thaveetermsakul with their children

An International and Interreligious Federation for World Peace conference at the UN Conference Center in Bangkok, December 
2000; Dr. Lek and the Thai members did their best to serve their nation and region while under duress.
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Each year, over a ten-year period, the Unification 
Church in Taiwan had been recognized by the Tai-
wanese government’s Ministry of the Interior for 

its contributions to Taiwanese society. On the basis of that 
consistent effort to serve society, this year, the church in Tai-
wan received a special award for excellence from the prime 
minister on behalf of the president. In the past, this special 
award has been won by well-established religious groups, 
such as various Buddhist organizations, but this time the 
Unification Church, which has but a brief history in Taiwan, 
was chosen to receive it.

Rev. Chong-sik Yong, Asia continental director, reported 
to True Parents, “The Unification Church in Taiwan…
received this special award from the prime minister, James 
Cherng-tay Hsueh, on September 5, at an event commemo-
rating the one hundredth anniversary of the founding of 
Taiwan.” 

We have achieved many successes in the Taiwanese 
church; in particular our foundation in society, established 
through the Pure Love Movement and our Ideal Family 
Campaign, is recognized by the government and other social 
organizations. Thus, we are making significant contributions 
to our society and nation. Taiwanese President Ying-Jeou Ma 
has attended our events and has even given congratulatory 
remarks. This shows that UPF, through which our work for 
peace is carried out, has become well-rooted as an organiza-
tion and is recognized by the government and other NGOs. 
I believe we were able to receive the special award for excel-
lence thanks to the victorious fortune and work of True Par-
ents on both the physical and spiritual levels.

We have a number of church-related NGOs that have 
been making a contribution to society over the past ten 
years, through social activities. These include giving tuition 
to needy children after school and advocating purity 

through comic skits at schools around the country (Pure 
Love Alliance), carrying out an anti-drug-abuse and AIDS 
prevention campaign in schools nationwide and through 
a web site and empowering women through education 
(WFWP), convening national and international seminars on 
social issues (UPF, PWPA), holding a Pure Love Campaign 
(FFWPU), and holding the Mister and Miss University Beau-
ty Pageant (International and Cultural Educational Founda-
tion, CARP).

 The Ministry of the Interior understands these NGOs are 
church-related. The church is of course witnessing in order 
to find new members, but the social organizations (NGOs) 
are basically applying the principle of living for the sake of 
others. All the board members in various NGOs understand 
our background as Unificationists, and most of them try to 
understand us through attending a Divine Principle work-
shop or weekly lectures. In general, the various board mem-
bers are supportive over what we have done for society. 

The Unification Church movement began in Taiwan when 
True Father established the holy ground here on September 
28, 1965. In June 1967, a Japanese missionary came to pio-
neer the nation. In 1975, however, the church was banned 
by the government from carrying out any activities in part 
because of the absence of Unification Church members from 
their respective schools. During the sixteen years of our pro-
hibition, we had inexpressible difficulties, because we could 
not hold any kind of meeting, let alone go out witnessing 
publicly. The members did not give up, however. 

Finally, in 1990, we received the government’s approval 
to carry out church activities again. We are free to testify to 
the world about True Parents and carry out activities in the 
open, and we are truly grateful and delighted for being able 
to do so. TW

Left: Marking the 100th anniversary of Taiwan, Taiwanese vice premier Sean Chen presents Taiwan national leader Rev. 
Ker-shung Lee with an award for our church movement's contributions to Taiwanese society. Right: The Pure Love Alliance 
in Taiwan promotes pure love and the prevention of domestic violence and the use of drugs by performing comic skits in 
schools throughout the country. Two million students have been reached through this effort. 
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Today’s World: Is Dae-mo nim here, in Cheongpyeong, at 
the moment?
Rev. Young-ho Ha: The dedication ceremony for the Ocean 
Cheonjeong Palace Hotel will take place on 8.15 by the heav-
enly calendar [September 12]. Dae-mo nim went to set up con-
ditions for the dedication. She went to three cities and some 
other areas in the southern part of the peninsula to straighten 
out some spiritual matters to help ensure that this dedica-
tion, which True Parents are overseeing, will be a success. 
She departed two days ago and came back last night. I was 
amazed she offers these conditions in advance of such events.

Because she had been doing conditions, she hadn’t slept 
for two nights. I spoke to her by telephone and her voice 
sounded hoarse, as if her throat were swollen. 

Does she make many conditions like this?
Yes. When church members are told that a dedication cer-
emony is going to be held on Geomun Island, we simply go 
there, prepare an offering donation and attend True Parents 
for two or three hours at the dedication ceremony. However, 
Dae-mo nim is preparing the spiritual foundation by getting 
rid of negative spirits, thus facilitating the offering of the 
Ocean Cheonjeong Palace Hotel; through the absolute, good 
spirits she prepares for manifestation of True Parents’ glory. I 
believe she prepares in ways even we, as members, are unable 
to imagine. Yet, she does not go around telling others what 
she has done. Even if True Parents talk about it, she just smiles 
and says nothing. That’s why people cannot fathom the qual-
ity of devotion that Dae-mo nim offers. 

There are new developments in Cheongpyeong….
In keeping with preparations for the Day of Origin,1 Dae-mo 
nim has been preparing the Cheongshim Peace World Center. 
After receiving a permit to build a small sports stadium,2 she 
prepared it for True Parents because they are now elderly 
and it is not as easy for them to travel or to hold events in 
unfamiliar venues—such as when Father spoke at the Songdo 
Convention Center in Incheon. That’s why we are preparing 
a venue where the audio, lighting and atmosphere will be 
familiar so that True Father can freely deliver the message he 
has in his heart to blessed members, ambassadors for peace 
or others. It is a place to which True Parents can invite presi-
dents, parliament members, scholars and economists and 
freely and assertively speak to them.

1  Kiwon Jeol, or D-Day as Father often refers to it: 2013.1.13
2  The Peace World Center can also be used as a concert hall or for 
events such as Blessing Ceremonies

How big is it? 
When Father has events at Cheonjeong Gung, he usually 
calls 2,000 people, but when the Peace World Center is com-
pleted he can invite 25,000 people from Korea and abroad. 
At a stretch, the Peace World Center can accommodate 
up to 30,000. So, we are making preparations to shift from 
2,000-people events to 20,000- and 30,000-people events.

I could see that Dae-mo nim’s preparations were in line 
with True Father’s international stature. It usually takes four 
or five years to complete a building that size. If True Father 
had said we would need to build a building because of a 
particular event, it would take five years to complete, includ-
ing time for obtaining the building permit. If we had waited 
for Father’s instructions, that providence would have passed 
us by. Thus, in preparation for the Day of Origin, Dae-mo 
nim began construction even before True Father said any-
thing. She prepared this for the Day of Origin event so that 
True Father could conduct the global providence on a larger 
scale. I believe such things are possible because of the unity 
and cooperation between the spiritual and physical worlds. I 
believe Dae-mo nim is able to prepare because she goes spiri-
tually to a higher place and looks far ahead. 

We will have the dedication ceremony for the Ocean 
Cheonjeong Palace Hotel. I think she saw in the spirit world 
what would transpire in Yeosu and on Geomun Island and 
what True Father is preparing. 

Could you say a something about Dae-mo nim’s personality 
and heart, given that you have worked closely with her on a 
daily basis for some years? 
She understands me better than my own mother does. My 
mother gave birth to me, raised me and educated me. You 
would think she would know me better than anybody else 
does. Yet, I feel Dae-mo nim understands me and knows me 
better. 

If I reflect on the dream my mother had for me and the 
effort she made so that I could fulfill that dream, I can say 
that Dae-mo nim, even more than that, encourages me to 
have a big providential dream and to fulfill that dream. Once 
Dae-mo nim told me that I should be able to go higher than 
she and see farther than she, so that I can think about the way 
Cheongpyeong should go and what it should do for True 
Parents, and that I should then plan and prepare to carry out 
these things. Hearing those words of blessing, I felt that she 
was guiding me with greater love than my own parents. 

I cannot imagine my rising higher or being able to see far-
ther than Dae-mo nim does. Yet, she blessed me with those 
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words. It is like True Parents’ love that expresses the desire for 
their children to be better than they are. We should allow those 
below us to rise higher than we are, to look farther, to broaden 
God and True Parents’ path so that their glory can manifest. 
Without the heart of a parent, you would not be able to say 
this. 

Whenever I face a great challenge in my line of work, she 
tells me that my brain resembles God’s. God has creativity; in 
the same way, my brain also has creativity. God is all-knowing 
and all-powerful. She says that in the same way, we have these 
qualities in our heads. Just as God is omniscient and omnipo-
tent, we are given God’s creativity and power. That is all inside 
our heads. 

Dae-mo nim added that when I confront a certain fact, I 
should look above and below it, look to its right and left, look 
at what lies in front and behind it, to turn it upside down and 
look what is inside and outside of that fact. She said that then I 
will find an answer; I can figure it out with my head. 

Dae-mo nim has faith in me and faith that since I resemble 
God, if God says that I can do something, I can do it. She 
has faith in me and waits for me. A woman gives birth to a 
child and raises him to resemble his father. Dae-mo nim truly 
believes that we resemble God and are capable of manifesting 
God’s glory. She has faith in our ability and waits for us until 
the end. 

After accomplishing something, she is so humble. What she 
also says is that after the flood judgment instead of thinking 
he had done everything himself, Noah should have thought 
that God had achieved it all. Everything from building the ark, 
successfully carrying out the flood judgment and settling on 
land were part of God’s amazing grace and work. If Noah had 
praised God’s glory, he would not have failed. He would not 
have experienced Ham’s failure. Yet, Noah believed that he 
had done it all. This is what Noah said to Dae-mo nim when 
she met him. 

Thus, all of Dae-mo nim’s work is done by God and by 
True Parents. There is no mention of Dae-mo nim or Hoon-mo 
nim. It is all God’s work. True Parents accomplished it all . Her 
name is not mentioned. She explains that she is just a vessel 
through which God and the True Parents of Heaven, Earth 
and Humankind are working. When I see her teaching us to 
be humble like this, it comes to my mind that Dae-mo nim is 
carrying out the work of the motherly aspect of God, the Holy 
Spirit, as it were. I feel that world of heart. Inside I exclaim, 
“Oh! How does she keep this up?”

Once there was a two-day workshop for developing the 
husband–wife relationship. I was meant to attend that work-
shop but to be on time I would have to leave during Dae-mo 
nim’s speech at the training center. So I was in a dilemma: I 
should go; yet I could not. But Dae-mo nim said “I’ll take care 
of the training session here, so don’t worry. You can go to that 
workshop.” Even though she said this, I still felt that I couldn’t 
go, so I remained behind. 

When Dae-mo nim entered the small chapel to speak to the 
trainees, I usually sit beside her. She entered the room first and 
just as I was about to follow her inside, she stopped and told 
me that she would not go onstage until I left. She said please 
go quickly. There was nothing left to do but follow. I watched 
her go up onto the stage, then I went out to the parking lot 
to leave. I wept for a short time. It was as if she had taken up 
her cross yet allowed me to receive further education so that I 
might do greater things in the future. I realized this was how 
Dae-mo nim showed her love to raise future leaders. 

At the same time, she makes sure we do not lose our good 
judgment. Once, I left the office five minutes before the end 

of office hours. Dae-mo nim had given each staff member a 
plot of earth in the hopes that we would do some farming, 
plant some vegetables. At that time, the first frost had already 
come so much of the cabbage we had planted had withered. 
We should have harvested it earlier. If I had left at 6:00 PM, the 
usual end of the workday, it might have become too dark to 
see the cabbages and to decide which to leave in the ground 
and which to dig up. So I left five minutes early. 

I dug up the cabbages, wrapped them in newspaper and 
put them in a plastic bag. While walking with the bag of cab-
bages, I felt what seemed like wind blowing against my hip. 
Then I felt pain, as if I was being whipped. I collapsed to the 
ground. I couldn’t stand up. I sat there for a while and then 
I picked up the cabbages, placed them in my car and drove 
home. 

After arriving home, I asked my wife to take the cabbages, 
and then I went into the house with my wife supporting me. 
I lay down but couldn’t move. I was in pain. I couldn’t get 
up but had to lie on my back. I applied some salt and an ice 
pack to my hip and tried all kinds of treatments, but I couldn’t 
move. The affliction remained. 

Morning arrived. At a little past 9:00 AM, I took a taxi to the 
training center because I couldn’t drive. Dae-mo nim, who was 
just then in the Korean office, saw me coming in. She asked me 
why I was arriving at that time. (She already knew. She knew 
my predicament but asked me anyway. ) 

 She told me that the owner should be the first in the office 
even if he has pain in his hip and has to crawl to work. Then 
she scolded me for arriving late. She told me to go to the lunch 
chanyang yeoksa3 session to get rid of the spirits. 

A little later, I entered the hall to work on getting rid of the 
spirits as she had instructed. Later, Dae-mo nim removed the 
spirit and I became well. I think this happened to me because 
even though I was the person in charge who should have set 
the example, I had left work five minutes early. If I hadn’t 
been the person in charge she might not have scolded me so 
severely. However, Dae-mo nim was strongly reproaching me 
for stopping work early, no matter by how few minutes. 

Dae-mo nim is also very strict when it comes to managing 
public money, which members have offered despite their dif-
ficult circumstances. She once scolded me severely for spend-
ing \500,000 for Korean corn as a snack for second-generation 
middle school aged members from Japan. I had thought they 
would like Korean corn, but they didn’t! I found many half-
eaten cobs of corn in garbage bags. Because of my misjudg-
ment, I had spent \500,000 when \250,000 would have been 
enough.

You cannot imagine how much Dae-mo nim scolded me 
for that. This happened about ten years ago. The incident 
still reminds me of how careful we should be in using public 
money. 

These one-time incidents are embedded in my heart. I have 
been supporting Dae-mo nim for thirteen years, and I always 
tell myself that I must be strict on time, when to come to work 
and when to leave, and about using public money. For Dae-mo 
nim these might have been small incidents, but she took them 
as an opportunity to teach strong lessons! 

Like a mother, Dae-mo nim knows our individual charac-
teristics and thinks about what vision, what goals, we should 
have. She gives us educational opportunities to receive the 
continuous education we need. Moreover, Dae-mo nim gives 
us her unreserved encouragement so that we believe in our-
selves and can develop our own abilities. And then she waits 
patiently for us to do so. TW

3  In English, a holy song session. 
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This December is the tenth year since 
my husband's passing. We went 
through difficult times in our mar-

riage, as I'm sure all marriages go through. 
We also had many wonderful times. When 
we first got matched in 1979, we didn't 
really like each other. We could have started 
family after the 1982 blessing, but we still 
didn't care for each other.

When we finally started family three 
years later, we felt excitement in our rela-
tionship. Perhaps we had fallen in love with 
each other. Then the children came and we 
grew apart because of raising them and our 
missions. Then we hit a brick wall where we 
almost got divorced when our children were 
ten and nine years old. 

Because of this major struggle, I decided 
to stop my mission and focus on my family. 
I read books on how to win my husband's 
heart and applied it to our relationship. I 
wanted to save my marriage for my chil-
dren's sake and for God. He felt the same way. Because 
of this, we were able to open our hearts and share the 
most intimate things we had never shared before. We 
came to understand each other and came to love each 
other again. We did not "fall in love" with each other as 
when we first started our family but developed a very 
mature, respectful and caring love.

About a week before he passed away, we had a 
discussion that seemed to finally close the door on the 
past—we finally accepted that we were meant for each 
other. It was a long climb and a lot of heartache, but 
we finally concluded this. He ascended suddenly eight 
days later.

I cannot tell you how very grateful I am that we had 
that discussion before he passed away. If we hadn't, 
there would have been SO many regrets in my heart, 
even until today—ten years later.

I beg all of you to really try to communicate with 
your spouses and try to bring love into your marriages. 
It probably means meeting your spouse 90 percent of 
the way. I remember talking to one sister who's hus-
band ascended a few years before mine. They had two 
children together. I was sorry for all the resentment 
she had toward her husband. She couldn't talk about 
him without getting angry—every time! How difficult 
life must be for her. I also think how difficult life must 
be for him in the spirit world—with no loving prayers 
coming his way to raise him up!

And, yes, my husband comes to me in dreams and 
we do make love. But the deepest feelings I've had 
with him in my dreams is not when we were making 
love, but when he was holding me in his arms and 
there is this spiritual union and oneness with him in 
every cell of my body. It is like being totally cherished, 
content and happy with the universe—I suppose this is 
what it is like to be totally one with God! It is a deeply 
beautiful feeling.

I've shared with a few sisters who haven't had a 
physical relationship with their husbands—for years! I 
just cannot imagine that. God wants to be there in the 
most intimate bond between husband and wife.

I do want to point out that my relationship with my 
husband is not always so connected. Just like when he 
was here in the physical world, I have to nurture our 
relationship. If I don't think of him often, I feel distant 
from him. So, it is still a lot of work to keep our mar-
riage going.

Thank you for reading if you got this far. Please 
don't give up on your marriage—nurture it. Find a way 
to build respect and love.

God bless, Annie  TW  

For more information on HHI, contact the listmaster, Mr. 
Ron Beatteay at ron@beatteay.com

Ed and Annie Gagne with their children in 2001, the 
year he ascended. Annie is from Guam.

Annie Gagne wrote the following as an e-mail to Home Harbor Inn (HHI), a 
Unificationist discussion list (listserv) and online community of faith for church 
members in different countries. The subject line was "Nurturing love." Annie kindly 
consented to our reproducing her words (with minor edits) in these pages.
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My husband was born on September 7, 
1919. He is almost the same age as our 
True Father, and like our True Father he 

loved everyone absolutely unconditionally. He 
volunteered for hostilities only in the Royal Navy 
in World War II. He was an able seaman and his 
job was mine sweeping.

I was brought up in a hospital for nine years 
because I had polio when I was two, and both 
my parents were unwell. They regularly came to 
visit and I went home for weekends. Thereafter I 
was brought up at a Catholic convent for six years 
where I fervently prayed to Jesus to help me to be 
a good person. I was to receive an answer to this 
prayer.

I was very reserved, so my nature was the 
opposite of my husband’s. We met when I was 
only twenty years old and he was forty-seven. His 
mother and wife had just recently died. He was a 
wonderful person.

We met the church together just before the birth 
of our second son and subsequently attended the 
Blessing Ceremony of 360,000 couples in Scotland, 
thanks to the help of our spiritual mother, our 
church leader and my own family. We went to 
Divine Principle lectures together and attended 
Sunday service regularly. We even had Sunday 
service in our house for six months at one point. 
We attended the twenty-one-day blessed wives’ 
workshop and ten-day blessed husbands’ work-
shops in Poland. Because of my husband’s age, we 
could stay together through both workshops. We 
grew much closer together during their course. 

He passed into the spirit world three years ago 
at the age of eighty-nine but is still working to 
help our beloved True Parents.

My husband and I regularly went to interfaith 
events together and also to mosques, Sikh temples 
and Hindu temples, getting to know the local reli-
gious leaders. He was well liked as he regularly 
declared, “I love yis all.” I put this on his grave-
stone as his epitaph. I learned from his happy 
nature how to take care of people.  

I cannot do anything without constant prayer 
conditions, communicating with God every day, 
just like I have done since I was eleven years old. 
I wondered how I would manage without him as 
his love for people far exceeded mine but I needn’t 
have worried. Recently in Edinburgh I attended 
the city’s international Festival of Spirituality and 
Peace, which runs for about three weeks. I took 
True Father’s autobiography to all the speakers. 

I felt my husband’s presence and his lov-
ing heart reaching out to them all as I was 
speaking to them.

We have regular prayer meetings in our 
house. Recently we started reading Divine 
Principle together. Last week there were 
eight of us present, and after I had been 
reading the Divine Principle aloud, my 
grandfather appeared to me in the evening 
and was very pleased. Twenty-five years 
ago when I was reading Divine Principle, 
my grandmother appeared to me and we 
were talking about God, although she can’t 
speak English and I can’t speak German. In 
the spirit world you speak with your mind.

In the run up to February 13, 2013, the 
spirit world is very active as True Parents 
are desperately trying to guide and save all 
of humankind. God bless you all. TW
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Scottish couple: Jimmy and Elizabeth Marshall

Elizabeth hosts a holy wine ceremony for local contacts
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