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The following is an excerpt from Rev. Hwang’s speech at a 
workshop for rural and urban district hoondok family church 
leaders held in June. The hoondok family churches will provide 
members with spiritual support in their efforts to breakthrough 
in neighborhood outreach, tong ban gyeokpa. Korea and Japan 
have this year organized to establish hoondok churches in each 
designated district nationwide.

As you may know, True Parents’ lives represent a 
providential course to restore through indemnity 
the entire history of humankind. Thus, we can put 

a spotlight on each of the numerous providential shifts in 
history through the course of True Parents’ lives.

Numerous events and changes have occurred in their 
lives as they walked along the path of sacrifice to restore 
all of human history. Among those changes, the current 
activities of the hoondok family churches in the rural and 
urban districts are in fact the final providence and the cul-
mination of True Parents’ lives. 

True Father was born in 1920 so he’d lived eighty years 
by 2000. The first forty years of that providentially signifi-
cant life were spent walking the course of the Messiah; the 
ensuing forty years were spent walking the path of the 
True Parents. 

From a providential point of view, 2000, the start of the 
twenty-first century, was the year in which the first eighty 
years of Father’s life were completed and the providential 
history of restoration was brought to a conclusion. It was 
also was the year of True Father’s eightieth birthday, the 
fortieth anniversary True Parents’ Holy Wedding and the 
twelfth anniversary of the proclamation of the Foundation 
Day for the Nation of the Unified World. It was the eighth 
year of the Completed Testament era, and the third year 
since the proclamation of the realm of the Cosmic Sabbath. 

A historic transition in the providence came about in 
the months of April and May this year. That important 
turning point occurred during the time of the forty-fifth 
anniversary of True Parents’ Day and the fiftieth anni-
versary of the founding of our church. During the period 
from April 19, the forty-fifth True Parents Day, to May 1, 
the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of our church, True 
Parents concretely established four providential initiatives 
for Cheon Il Guk. 

The first was the designation of Cheon Seong Gyeong 
[Holy Scriptures of Heaven]. On April 18, True Parents 
designated and proclaimed Cheon Seong Gyeong as the 
word for Cheon Il Guk, and offered this to Heaven. 

Second, Father proclaimed Ahn Shi Il [Day of the Atten-
dance of Safe Settlement]. This indicated a revolutionary 
transition. As we pass through the Completed Testament 
era and enter the era of Cheon Il Guk, this lasting Sabbath 
culture has now been changed. During pledge service for 

the forty-fifth True Parents’ Day on April 19, True Parents 
established and proclaimed Ahn Shi Il. Based on True Par-
ents’ Day on April 19, Father designated the period after 
the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of our church as 
the time after heaven comes [Hu Cheon Shidae]. Since then, 
True Parents have observed Ahn Shi Il every eight days. 

Third, the Family Pledge has been perfected. On True 
Parents’ Day in the fourth year of Cheon Il Guk it was 
completed through the addition of the words “of the fam-
ily” in part two and “and the realm of being completely 
free” in part eight. 

Fourth, during hoondokhae in East Garden on April 13, 
Father proclaimed the era of the realm of being completely 
free [Seokbang Shidae]. This means that we are in the age 
of being set completely free [from our debt of sin], which 
goes beyond the value of liberation. 

The Time after the Coming of Heaven
With these four initiatives, True Parents designated 

Ssang Hab Shib Seung Il on May 5 and proclaimed the 
arrival of the era of heaven. This declaration is proof that 
God’s ideal of creation has been substantially manifested 
on earth.

What kind of day is Ssang Hab Shib Seung Il? On that 
day Father reported in his prayer:
Heaven and earth were reversed; top and bottom were 
reversed; left and right were reversed; front and back were 
reversed. Evil, that was the darkness in the beginning, has 
been changed into goodness. A time for glowing victory has 
come, an original era when we can attend the Parents of 
Heaven and Earth–the Parents of Heaven, Earth and Human-
kind. The sun is at high noon in heaven and on earth, and 
will never set. Due to the Fall, an era of struggle and the 
evil kingdom of Satan developed in place of a peaceful 
kingdom. Now the day of the final battle has come. We can 
clear away this kingdom and restore the world as the peace 
kingdom based on true love. With Ssang Hab Shib Seung 
Il, we moved from the time before heaven to the time after 
the coming of heaven. Centering on the number 13, heaven 
and earth have become one, and God’s throne and authority 
have become the center of heaven and earth. Through Ssang 
Hab Shib Seung Il, we have entered the age for the day of 
great victory, where we can proclaim the fatherland [home-
land], and the kingdom of love in God’s unified universe, 
based on the world being the expansion of the family con-
nected to God’s true love, true life and true lineage.

Thus, in pioneering the era before heaven, True Father 
invested his entire life of eighty years in this period. Now 
with the opening of the era of heaven, he is offering devot-
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DistinguisheD present and former heads of states, ladies 
and gentlemen: Please join me in returning the glory of 
the accomplishments and success of the Tenth World Cul-

ture and Sports Festival to God with a heart of gratitude.
When we look about the world today, we see that it is lost in 

chaos and despair. The sight of people lost and without direction 
truly pains our hearts. There is no one among all the people of 
the world who is presenting a means that all can agree upon for 
resolving this present state of affairs. The world, with its popula-
tion of six billion, is on the verge of being shipwrecked.

In the Bible it is written, “For whoever wishes to save his life 
shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it.” 
As I mentioned at the WCSF opening ceremony a few days ago, it 
is impossible to establish a world of peace for all mankind on the 
basis of human effort alone. This can only be done with heavenly 
fortune. 

Tomorrow you will all depart for home. The gift that I wish to 
give to you all tonight is the gift of heavenly fortune in the form 
of the word of God. This is a great blessing, yet also a warning 
from Heaven to humankind as we usher in the new millennium 
in this era of the kingdom of heaven. Whoever loses his life by 

holding onto these words will be given new life by Heaven. Those 
who ignore these words will be weeded out through natural 
selection. I ask you to please give your full attention to what I am 
about to say. Please do not forget that God called you all at this 
extraordinary time.

Dear guests, when we look at the present time not only from 
the viewpoint of history but also from the viewpoint of God’s 
providence over the ages, we can see that we live in an era of tre-
mendous significance. God has brought to a close the era before 
the coming of heaven [Jeon Cheon Shidae] and has ushered in the 
time after the coming of heaven [Hu Cheon Shidae]. He is bus-
ily guiding the dispensation with the heart of making each day 
worth a thousand years. To awaken you to the heart of God, and 
to help you clearly understand what kind of position you are in 
today from the providential point of view, I would like to speak 
on “The Advent of a Revolution of True Heart and the Era of 
True Liberation and Complete Freedom.”

True Parents Are the Hope of God and Mankind
To fallen mankind, God stands in the position of the teacher 

of all teachers, the parent of all parents, and the king of all kings. 
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It is because God is an omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent 
being. He is the origin and root of true love and He is absolute, 
unique, unchanging and eternal. 

Today the hope of fallen man is to meet the true Son of God. 
This means the Son on the individual level, the Son on the fam-
ily level, the Son on the tribal level, the Son on the level of the 
people, and the Son on the national level. For this to be possible, 
humankind must pass through a course of many hardships and 
difficulties. Consequently, God sent the Messiah representing the 
realm of the Son on the foundation of a nation.

The day of the Messiah’s advent is the very day that the Mes-
siah is found, because the Messiah is in the position of having 
restored the Son on all levels from the individual, family, tribe, 
race and nation. As descendants of the Fall, we must free our-
selves from the realm of Satan’s accusations and meet the son 
of God. We must then find the family that has formed around 
the parent whom God can love. On that foundation, we can find 
God’s love for the first time and ultimately meet God directly.

Accordingly, only the perfected Adam, the True Father, can 
create a relationship of love centering on God’s love. But a father 
alone cannot become a parent. He needs to find his true partner. 
That partner must be a true woman, a woman with an absolute 
standard. Christianity was in the capacity of the bride, represent-
ing woman on the world level. The central ideology of Christi-
anity was the concept of the bride that receives the Lord of the 
Second Advent and Messiah, but the True Parents consist of just 
one man and one woman. There can be only one man and only 
one woman. This is absolute. There cannot be two. Accordingly, 
one man and one woman meet to become the True Parents. The 
True Parents are a genuine ideal couple centered on God’s ideal 
of creation. 

Consequently, the True Parents become the unified center from 
the individual to the world and cosmos; and they can be engraft-
ed onto all dimensions–from the individual, family, tribe, race, 
nation and world. I have been preparing for this task throughout 
my life. The essential condition for mankind to go in the direc-
tion of heaven, after determining the goal of restoration, is to pass 
through the gates of parenthood. Unless we pass through the 
gates of true parenthood, we cannot connect to God’s heart. 

The world today has become one in which tribes are unable to 
connect in heart with one another, religions are unable to connect 
in heart with one another, and families are unable to connect in 
heart with one another. To break down the walls that block us in 
this way in all four directions, we first need to establish a relation-
ship with God’s heart. Who indeed will take on this task? We can 
conclude that only the True Parents, who come as the true media-
tors of Heaven, can do so. It has been God’s desire and mankind’s 
dream to find the True Parents that have been lost. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Adam and Eve, the first human ances-
tors, should have become the true ancestors of humankind, in 
other words, the True Parents of humankind whom God had sin-
cerely longed to see. The human race was meant to descend from 
the lineage of those True Parents. The True Parents of mankind 
should have appeared with the beginning of history as the glori-
ous incarnation of God, eternally victorious in front of mankind. 
It is precisely here that we find Adam and Eve’s failure.

We know very well that this has been the basis for the bitter 
pain that has led to our sad history until now. Due to the Fall, 
human beings fell away from the laws of Heaven, lost their origi-
nal selves, and were degraded to an evil race that trampled on 
the heart of God. Consequently, all people must rediscover their 
original selves through the word of God, and they are struggling 
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through the course of restoration in search of the true world of the 
heart. 

Due to the Fall, mankind fell into a position lower than that 
of the creation. People fell into a sad position with which God 
could not freely deal. Since they cannot restore themselves from 
this position on their own, God has awakened humankind and 
has been working to re-create us. From the position of the servant 
of servant, to servant, through that of the adopted child, the ille-
gitimate child, to the legitimate child to the position of the true 
couple, and finally to the position of the true parent who has vic-
torious dominion, God has been restoring humankind. You must 
understand that this tremendous secret has been hidden behind 
the six thousand biblical years of the history of God’s providence.

From God’s point of view, this is a fallen world. Hence, there 
are no sons exhibiting filial piety, no patriots, saints or divine 
sons and daughters. God desires to save humankind. However, 
He is helpless as mankind has fallen below the realm of the Fall; 
God could not have anything to do with the Fall. Thus, God has 
waited for the day when the Messiah, as the perfected Adam who 
stands in a position above fallen Adam and Eve, could establish 
God’s family and become the True Parent. Only on the founda-
tion of such a family can the true son appear. A true patriot can 
emerge from a nation based on that kind of family. When this 
foundation expands to the world level, true saints will come forth 
one after another. When expanded to the cosmic level, divine sons 
and daughters will appear. The representative of Heaven, Heav-
en’s heir, will appear only on the basis of such a true family. 

Originally the term “father and son” denoted the original 
father and his sons and daughters. They create a family and a 
nation. All people long for a world of peace. Yet a world of peace 
cannot be realized through the secular customs and level of cul-
ture pursued by the developed countries of today. The only way 
is through the culture of true love that is conveyed by the True 

Parents. Even if the True Parents appear with a straw mat, carry-
ing a bag of tattered rags, wearing discolored clothing and in total 
exhaustion after emerging from a bottomless pit, fallen mankind 
has no other choice–they must engraft to the heart of God through 
those True Parents. 

If that is the case, to what degree must fallen mankind be 
engrafted to God’s heart? They must be born again through the 
womb of the mother after establishing the condition to have 
received the engrafting of the father’s body and to have lived 
with him. From birth, we must live with an absolute standard in 
attendance to that parent. However, it does not end there: Fallen 
people must set the condition of establishing relationships with 
their blood relatives and with members of their clans and tribes. 
Further they must set the condition of establishing a basis for a 
relationship of heart with their people and nation, the world, the 
cosmos and ultimately God. Only then will God say, “You are my 
son!” or “You are my daughter!” Those who establish relation-
ships with primary consideration for themselves and their own 
self-interest have nothing to do with God.

God Is the Vertical True Parent; True Parents Are the 
Horizontal True Parents

Ladies and gentlemen, the term “true parents” was conceived 
in God’s mind even before the beginning of creation. All the ide-
als connected to God’s creation began under the concept of the 
true-love ideal based on true parents. Thus, we must know that 
this term “true parents” was one full of hope that God longed for 
even before the creation. You all must know that countless people 
throughout the course of God’s providence lost their lives before 
God could send the True Parents. God worked through various 
religions that He established at appropriate times in the course of 
His providence. Thus among religions there are those on the level 
of angels, Cain-type religions, Abel-type religions, religions on the 

Opening Ceremony
July 23, 2004  Yu Gwan-sun Gymnasium, Cheonan, Korea



level of an adopted son, religions on the level of an illegitimate 
son, religions on the level of foster parents, religions on the level 
of the True Mother and religions on the level of the True Father. 

When we look at the history of Christianity, we see that 
Abel-type Protestantism and Cain-type Catholicism should have 
brought together all religious spheres that were independently 
working for the sake of the salvation of humanity, based on vari-
ous cultural spheres and areas of the world and in accordance 
with God’s overall will. Christianity should have then established 
one nation, and one world, that is, a world of peace. That is 
because among all religions Christianity was the mainstream. 

If God is the invisible tip of a needle, then our first ancestors 
are the visible other end of that needle. That is why God is the 
vertical True Parent. How wonderful would it be if God, the 
vertical Parent, could produce children in the world of the spirit! 
However, having children in the spiritual realm is impossible. 
That is why God created Adam and Eve horizontally in the posi-
tion of the True Parents of humankind and through them cre-
ated a “production line” to generate the citizens of the heavenly 
kingdom. A vertical line has only one focal point. Consequently, 
it cannot engage in reproduction, which requires volume [three 
dimensions]. The volume needed for reproduction is created only 
when vertical lines meet horizontal lines, thus creating the dimen-
sion of space. 

Babies are not given birth to by God. They are given birth to 
by true parents. Accordingly, God is the vertical True Parent of 
humankind and Rev. Moon, who carries the horizontal love at a 
ninety-degree angle to the vertical True Parent centering on true 
love, stands in the position of the horizontal True Parent of man-
kind. The position of the True Parent is that which overall repre-
sents the long-awaited Savior, Messiah and Lord of the Second 
Advent. This position is based on the foundation of teachings that 
express the purpose of religion. When we find and attend the ver-
tical True Parent and horizontal True Parents and produce chil-
dren of true love, there is nothing more to say. The words “True 
Parents” thus signify the Savior, Messiah and Lord of the Second 
Advent. That is why the representatives of the five great religions, 
saints and sages, and even those people who are considered the 
most evil in history, such as Stalin and Hitler, now in the spiritual 
world, have proclaimed that Rev. Moon is the Savior of mankind, 
the Messiah, the Lord of the Second Advent and the True Parent. 
They have been sending a series of resolutions from the spirit 
world declaring their resolve to devote their lives to the practice 
of my teachings.

For the creation of new life, the love of these two parents is 
absolutely necessary: One parent is our Heavenly Father, the Lord 
of Creation, the vertical and invisible True Parent. The second 
parent is the horizontal True Parent who has appeared on earth 
in a substantial body to establish the ideal of creation of the invis-
ible True Parent [God]. Thus, God stands as the True Parent in the 
position of the mind, and the horizontal True Parent stands in the 
position of the body. 

Although humankind is descended from the Fall, we were all 
originally created with a dual structure, so that we can resemble 
these parents and freely convey and enjoy vertical and horizontal 
love. Our vertical self is our mind. To this day people have lived 
in distress since they did not have a correct understanding of the 
mind. Buddhism and Confucianism have struggled to clarify the 
identity of the mind and heart. But it is impossible to understand 
the heart without correctly understanding the identity of God 
who is its root. 

My teachings clearly explain the identity of the mind and 
heart. Man’s heart can position itself centering on horizontal true 

love, with vertical true love as the axis through the realized ideal 
of God’s creation. God’s true love, which connects the front and 
back, increases in volume to establish the spherical and three-
dimensional ideal. On that foundation, there is no exhaustion of 
strength in any of the four directions, and that force will always 
be ready to be activated. There is no room for things we dislike, or 
which are evil, to enter. There is no contradiction whatsoever. The 
vertical self and horizontal self become one centering on God’s 
true love. The reason your heart even now is in a state of conflict 
and contradiction is because, due to the Fall, at the point at which 
the vertical and horizontal lines intersect–where true love can 
reside–the lines are not at a ninety-degree angle to each other. Put 
simply, without God’s true love, the complete unity of the mind 
and body can never come about.

Even regarding the issue of ownership, all things originally 
belonged to humankind. The basis to decide original owner-
ship–in other words, the realm of mind and body unity based on 
God’s love, which is removed from the sphere of Satan’s accusa-
tion from the Fall–must be secured. Heaven will allow you to 
take ownership again only after God advances to the position 
where He can declare his ownership with an absolute standard. 
In other words, only after you completely offer all that you own 
to God and receive His affirmation can you receive the owner-
ship of Heaven through the True Parents on earth. Because of 
this heavenly law, I have refrained from selling anything that I 
have bought even if it has meant becoming a beggar. Without the 
proper procedures for disposal, through the True Parents, this 
should not be done. 

Ladies and gentlemen, you are not just isolated individuals. If 
you live with the conviction that you are the central point repre-
senting the entire world, you can become that. In reality, everyone 
lives with that kind of conviction. The children represent the 
parents and the parents represent the family. Likewise, logically 
you must all inherit my heart as my representatives, because you 
stand on the solid foundation of my victory on the world level. 

Your efforts and endeavors are acts of creation. A lifetime of 
love is one in which you can work all your life in joy and feel no 
fatigue, a life in which you seek out a path where you can feel 
the world of God’s true love and give comfort to God. I am ask-
ing you to try living your life with the idea and mindset to make 
heavenly “souvenirs” from the things created by God, as a hobby. 
Then all directions–north, south, east and west, front and back, 
left and right–will be opened up to you. That is why I have loved 
nature, spent time in nature throughout my life and made nature 
my friend. I have been to virtually all the seas, five oceans and six 
continents on earth. We should go to every river and mountain 
and live there. You should all be like me and seek out nature with 
God’s love, make it your friend and live with the heart that you 
will liberate nature, which still dwells in the realm of lamentation 
without an owner. In that regard, the Sansuwon [mountain and 
water garden] mountain hiking program in our Unificationist 
movement is necessary. The wise way is to quickly escape from 
patterns of life that render us captive to a corrupt urban culture, 
and keep us as slaves to an individualistic, self-centered life–a life 
style that pollutes the environment in various ways and obstructs 
the emotional development of our children. 

True Parents Liberate God
Unfortunately, due to the Fall, the first human ancestors, 

Adam and Eve, failed to establish a true family that has been 
God’s aim since the time of the Creation. In the Garden of Eden, 
Eve was tempted by the archangel, who was in the guise of a 
snake, and Adam failed to overcome Eve’s temptation. Thus, self-

July 2004 7

WCSF 2004



centered, false love was implanted in this world. In this way, the 
sin and misfortune of humanity was a result of the first human 
ancestors’ illicit love, which originated from Satan.

God’s providence of restoration therefore began to remove the 
walls of conflict that have divided the mind and body of man, to 
restore the true family and enlarge the global domain of true love 
and goodness. Early in my life, I delved into this truth and the 
secrets of heaven, and since then for more than half a century, I 
have consistently revealed this truth to Christians, to other reli-
gious people and to all of humankind. Without this truth there is 
no other way to unite the hundreds of different religious groups 
and Christian denominations, and, moreover, the entire human 
race. 

What has been God’s anguish? His anguish has lain in the fact 
that despite weeping for the people and this world, He had not 
been able to shed tears of joy and of deep emotion for the victori-
ous son that He has longed for. That is to say, God’s anguish had 
persisted throughout history because there had never been a per-
son whom God could affirm as His own victorious son. There had 
been no one who could weep uncontrollably for God, who had 
wandered through the backstreets of history in search of His lost 
sons and daughters.

Humankind has now entered a new era, that of the kingdom 
of heaven. We must allow God to perfect Himself centering on 
true love. This does not mean there is an imperfect part of God 

Himself. It means that human beings, who were created as objects 
to God (who is the perfect subject) must become His perfect 
objects or partners, who embody absolute values. Our responsi-
bility is to resemble the True Parents, who already stand in such 
a position, and to become the owners of true, ideal-family love. 
Then God, in the absolute position, can secure an absolute partner 
and be liberated. Centering on God as the subject being, I made 
myself into a minus and attained complete unity with God. In the 
same way, when the relationship between True Parents and you 
is that of a substantial plus and minus, you can freely reach the 
point of unity with God. 

Thus, you are not just the sons and daughters of your natu-
ral parents. You must first proclaim that you are the sons and 
daughters of God. Even though you may be unworthy now to call 
yourself God’s son or daughter, you should have confidence on 
the conditional standard of having become the sons and daugh-
ters of True Parents after receiving the marriage blessing from 
them. Although you were born from the wrong root, you should 
sever your connection to that root, cut away the branches, engraft 
the true lineage of True Parents and sprout new buds. That is the 
short cut for you to liberate God. 

Even if you say you have become a family of loyal patriots, 
without a nation it is of no use. Without a nation, a patriot has no 
basis upon which to establish himself in history. Thus, through 
the family, the nation must be regained; through the nation, the 
world must be regained; and through the world, the cosmos must 
be regained. When you secure such a position, you and your fam-
ily can have the same value as owners of the cosmos.

The Perfection of the Era of Heaven
Ladies and gentlemen! As we open the era of heaven, we 

are establishing a new, true culture and tradition of heaven. For 
example, I designated and declared Ahn Shi Il on April 18, in 
accordance with heavenly decree. We have already observed this 
day eleven times, and July 16 was the eightieth day since the first 
observance of Ahn Shi Il on April 27. The number eighty comes 
from the numbers eight, the number of a new beginning, and the 
number ten, which is the returning number and the number of 
perfection. This day has profound providential significance. Origi-
nally, God’s victory and the beginning of the era of heaven should 
have been declared and borne fruit when I was eighty years of 
age. Yet, it was completed and declared after a prolongation of 
five years. 

You who have become the owners of Cheon Il Guk have 
participated in this providential event and have inherited God’s 
heart. You have come here to receive the new wine that will be 
kept in a new wineskin. You have come from far away to this 
place, to directly observe the unfolding of the providence of the 
True Parent, who has walked this lonely path day and night for 
some eighty years, and to become the soldiers who advance the 
establishment of the peace kingdom. 

You have come to receive this heavenly decree, to find and 
establish Cheon Il Guk from within your families by offering 
your mind and body, your entire being, to heaven without dwell-
ing on the past practices of the era before the coming of heaven 
[Jeon Cheon Shidae]. This destiny is a heavenly decree that must be 
obeyed. It is an absolute decree that must be carried out through 
the offering of yourself as a living offering to God before you die. 

Dear guests, the time has come to free yourselves from the 
fallen Garden of Eden, and to stand with firm resolution before 
Heaven’s call. As at the Exodus, humankind has now entered 
an age of true liberation and complete freedom [from the past], 
unprecedented in history, the time after the coming of heaven 
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[Hu Cheon Shidae]. I am sure you all know about human history, 
stained with the false and evil love that came from the original 
mistake of Adam and Eve. A twenty-first century exodus is now 
unfolding centering on all of you. The time has come to free your-
selves, as did the Israelites, from all ties to the corrupt and foul 
world of today. 

I have accepted my destiny to be the True Parent of human-
kind, and in this year, the fourth year of Cheon Il Guk, I have 
been working with firm resolution to fulfill the providence of 
Heaven with victory and glory. On March 23 of this year, at a 
U.S. Senate building on Capitol Hill, I was honored as the “king 
of world peace” in a ceremony attended by U.S. legislators and 
distinguished world religious leaders. Upholding the solemn 
heavenly decree that a world of peace for all six billion people on 
earth is possible only when all religions and ideologies are united 
in harmony within the realm of true love, with True Parents as 
the axis, I have invested all of my energy to realize this.

With the designation and declaration of Ahn Shi Il, God no 
longer rests only on Sunday, which comes just once every seven 
days. The seven-day period being put aside, He has designated 
the eighth day as Ahn Shi Il, and has become the True Parent of 
Heaven who can receive the joy, attendance and glory from not 
only the spiritual world that He created but also from all human-
kind and the creation in the physical world. Now the path has 
been opened up for the entire spiritual world to be mobilized to 
cooperate with the physical world.

On the second Ahn Shi Il, May 5, I designated and declared 
the historic day, Ssang Hab Shib Seung Il. The providence of God 
ushered in the number ten–the returning number and number of 
perfection–and opened the gates to a world of the realm of shib 
seung [victory of the number ten] that brings the providence to a 
conclusion. Just because I declared and celebrated the perfection 
of the realm of the ssang hab shib seung, which brings in the era of 
heaven, does not mean that it was automatically established. The 
realm of the ssang hab shib seung signifies the perfection of the true 
realm of heart. It means that you have to enter into the realm of 

unity with God’s heart and advance to the position where you 
can receive the authorization of heaven, so that God can declare, 
“You are my son!” or “You are my daughter!” 

This led to my declaration that “the harmony and unity of true 
love is the absolute value for a true, ideal family” on the third 
Ahn Shi Il, May 21. When the practice of true love becomes a 
lifestyle, harmony and unity in the individual, family, nation and 
world can be achieved, and the absolute values for a true ideal 
family can also be created from there. 

When we observe God’s creation of man, we can see that in 
creating man, God, who is the absolute subject, was asking him 
to become His absolute partner. However, due to the human Fall, 
this heavenly decree was not carried out. People ended up liv-
ing like those who are blind, holding on to relative values while 
unable to conceive of absolute values.

Now the eighty-five-year life of the True Parent has vividly 
manifested before you and serves to guide you. I am clearly 
showing what a life of true love is actually like. Who can say oth-
erwise before the model lives of the True Parents, who have given 
and given, forgiven and forgiven, and have loved their enemies? 
You must realize that your life is destined to go only on this path 
of absolute faith, absolute love and absolute obedience. If you are 
resolved to practice and complete the three great revolutions–the 
revolution through indemnity, the revolution of conscience and 
the revolution of heart–in your daily life, and to become the heav-
enly soldiers that can open the gates to the era of true liberation 
and freedom from past sins, raise both hands and express your 
resolve before Heaven. 

When you leave today, I hope that you can make good use of 
the gift of the heavenly fortune that I have given you. This will 
become the eternal tradition and family heirloom for all your fam-
ilies for generations to come. May God’s blessings be with you all. 
I pray that you will return home safely. 

Thank you.u

WCSF 2004

Jointly sponsored by IIfWP and IIPC, assembly 2004 addressed a 
range of issues critical to the quest for peace. these included rela-

tions among corporations, religions and states, the Middle East 
question, the reunification of Korea, the role of NgOs in peace-
making, and the significance of character education in human 

development. this latter section dealt with ethical principles, per-
sonal growth and creating successful relationships, including mar-

riage and family.
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The message that follows was prepared by Heung-jin nim and Daemo nim in the spirit world and given as 
grace  to members during the Special Wish Prayer Gathering for the Advent of Heavenly Fortune and the 
Inheritance of Heavenly Fortune held in each of Japan’s sixteen regions between March 30 and the end of May. 
The message explains how the situation in the spirit world has changed, and includes the voices of both liberated 
ancestors and ancestors who have not been liberated, and are thus suffering, calling out to their descendants.

MAy the love of the Parents of Heaven and Earth be with all of you who are gathered here 
for this Special Wish Prayer Gathering. The Parents of Heaven and Earth love you, and 
remember you. This gathering is significant in that through this special and meaningful 

meeting, you, your families, and your nations will inherit great heavenly fortune.
Before you can inherit heavenly fortune, however, you must know about the spiritual world. 

The spiritual world is a world that functions according to strict principles. The standards of these 
strict principles exist in order to make a world of true love. According to these principles, those 
spirits who lived for the sake of others and loved others while they lived in the physical world, are 
allowed to reside in a better part of the spiritual world after they shed their physical bodies. How-
ever, those spirits who had only caused grief and suffering for others are made to live for tens of 
thousands of years in grief and suffering. The spiritual world was not divided into heaven and hell 
at the very beginning. As the sins of people on earth grew and expanded so did the evil realm of 
the spiritual world, which caused the spiritual world to become what it is now. The evil realm of 
the spiritual world was drastically expanded in the 1980s to take up about 80 percent of the spiritual 
world.

Satan caused evil spirits to enter the bodies of their descendants on earth, blocking the descen-
dants from walking the path of goodness through the guidance of their consciences. Due to this, the 
number of cruel and evil incidents occurring on earth greatly increased from the 1980s until now. 
The souls of human beings became stubborn, and the realm of the environment of love became 
smaller and smaller.

Because the Parents of Heaven and Earth knew of the history of the spread of evil, they prepared 
the sacred holy ground of Cheongpyeong with their tears laced with blood, and put all their effort 
into making the works of Cheongpyeong possible. Through their effort, we were finally able to start 
the miraculous work of separating the evil spirits from the bodies of their descendants on earth 
and sending them to the training center in the spiritual world so that the root of their sin could be 
removed on a fundamental level, and they could be reborn as absolute good spirits.

The resentful spirits who hold grudges against your ancestors are even now working, though 
invisibly, in you. They cause diseases and suffering, and many difficulties, large and small, in your 
everyday lives. Therefore, if the root of the ancestors’ sin cannot be completely dug out, the descen-
dants are made to suffer from diseases and difficulties. The problem lies in the fact that this suffer-
ing and these hardships are not for just one generation; unless the problem is solved on the funda-
mental level, the descendants are made to suffer generation after generation.

It is same on the part of the ancestors. If anyone commits any wrongdoing while they are on 
earth, they have to live forever in an environment of suffering in the spiritual world even after they 
have shed their physical bodies. If you consider what these spirits have to live through for tens of 
thousands of years in the spiritual world, you may be able to realize how pitiful and acute the situ-
ations of your ancestors are. However, the sad fact remains that those on earth do not know the 
circumstances well.

You cannot imagine how much those ancestors who are living in pain in the spiritual world are 
wishing and hoping that their descendants would participate in the Cheongpyeong workshops. 
This is because the spirits know how they can be liberated.

The workshops of Cheongpyeong are the work of rebirth being carried out on behalf of the Par-
ents of Heaven and Earth. These workshops are also carried out on behalf of the Holy Spirit, who 
embraces all the pain and suffering of humanity like a mother and solves all problems and hard-
ships with a mother’s love. In Cheongpyeong, evil spirits are separated from the bodies of their 
descendants on earth, and the ancestors who are living in suffering and pain in the spiritual world 
are rescued and sent to the training center in the spiritual world. In the training center, these spirits 
are made to repent, and to cleanse themselves of the sins they have committed. Afterwards, they 
are first sent to the realm of the spiritual world in which they used to reside, and then sent to the 
realm in which they can now reside after cleansing themselves. In this way, they can compare the 
two realms and realize that the more sins they cleanse themselves of, and are thus reborn, the better 
the realm of the spiritual world can they reside in. In this way, the spirits are made to cleanse them-
selves totally of sin and evil, and by receiving the ancestors’   Blessing, they are transformed into 
absolute good spirits. The ancestors who have become absolute good spirits come down to earth 
and separate evil spirits from the bodies of their descendants. The ancestors give more love and 
blessing to their descendants than they have ever received themselves, and they try to help them in 
whatever way they can.

On the other hand, the spirits who are still living in hell-like environments in the spiritual world 
are continuously hoping and praying for their descendants to liberate them. However, even those of 
you present here cannot realize how much your ancestors are suffering in the spiritual world. In the 
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process of ancestors liberation, I have met many spirits who told 
me the names of their descendants and asked me to pass on to 
their descendants that they are in endless suffering, and to ask the 
descendants to come to Cheongpyeong and liberate them.

Distinguished participants!
Though you cannot see the spirits, because your spiritual 

eyes are not open, there must have been times when you felt that 
somebody is helping you, or that someone was trying to hinder 
you in whatever you did. These phenomena are the result of the 
work of spirits, the former being the work of good spirits and the 
latter being the work of evil spirits. Inheriting heavenly fortune is 
very simple. The only way you can do so is to increase the num-
ber of absolute good spirits around you who can help you. To do 
so, you must carry out ancestors liberation and send the evil spir-
its residing in your bodies to the training center in the spiritual 
world, so that they can be educated, blessed and transformed into 
absolute good spirits, who will later come back to earth to help 
you.

Wealth and happiness in the present moment are not impor-
tant. From now on, there will be a clear division between those 
who have transformed many spirits into absolute good spirits 
through the ancestors liberation, and those who have not. This 
will determine those who will inherit heavenly fortune and those 
who will not.

This meeting is being held to inform you clearly of how to 
inherit heavenly fortune, according to the clear principles and 
laws of the spiritual world, because 
the Parents of Heaven and Earth 
love you. Through this meeting, 
you will be the first to be given the 
opportunity to receive the great love 
and heavenly blessing of the Parents 
of Heaven and Earth. The Parents 
of Heaven and Earth, who have 
sacrificed themselves in order to 
open the path to inheriting heavenly 
fortune and who were finally victori-
ous through offering conditions of 
indemnity, have bestowed a special 
grace on Japan. This special grace is 
none other than the “Special Wish 
Prayer Gatherings for Inheriting Heavenly Fortune.”

Participants, you must realize that our ancestors are also pres-
ent at this gathering. Your ancestors who have been blessed and 
transformed into absolute good spirits are now appealing to you 
with earnest hearts. The following is the appeal of our ancestors 
who have been blessed and transformed into absolute good spir-
its: 
“Beloved descendants, after we ended our lives in the physi-
cal world and came to the spiritual world, we were amazed and 
astounded to find that another world, which we had never even 
dreamt of, existed after our physical death. We also learned that 
the spiritual world was divided into many separate levels, including 
heaven and hell.

However, we learned that no spirit could ever enter heaven, and 
all the spirits in the spiritual world ended up as wandering ghosts or 
spirits who resided in the bodies of their descendants in the physi-
cal world in order to resolve their bitter feelings. We could finally 
realize, though belatedly, that the life we led in the physical world 
was very important, after seeing the reality that the spirits who com-
mitted sins and evil acts due to their fallen natures would inevitably 
end up in hell.

We grieved and wept tears of repentance, when we realized 
that we could never return to the physical world after shedding our 

physical bodies and coming to the spiritual world. We had been 
suffering for tens of thousands of years in total darkness, when a 
beam of light, promising salvation, reached us. Through the grace 
of the Parents of Heaven and Earth, Heung-jin nim and Daemo nim 
were able to mobilize the angels, lead us from endless suffering in 
hell out into a world of light, allow us to cleanse ourselves of our 
sins and to escape from ceaseless grief and suffering. There are no 
words on earth that can express our gratitude for this grace that has 
been bestowed on us.

Beloved descendants, now that we have escaped from the dark-
ness and torture of hell and become absolute good spirits, we are 
truly happy and joyous. From now on, we will aid our descendants 
on earth. We will repay the descendants for saving us from the 
darkness of hell. We will no longer sit back and watch our beloved 
descendants suffer from diseases and difficulties. We will soothe 
the pain and grief of our descendants. We will help them to receive 
heavenly grace and to be happy forever.”

As you can see from this message, the absolute good spirits 
have cleansed themselves of their past sins, and they have been 
liberated from hell. That is why they want to devote their lives to 
protecting and aiding their descendants.

However, there are other ancestors in the spiritual world who 
have not been liberated and blessed like these absolute good 
spirits; they are still in the darkness and agony of hell. The follow-
ing is the cry of our ancestors who have not been liberated and 

blessed:
“Descendants, our hopes and expec-
tations have disappeared, and we 
are now filled with resentment and 
animosity. We have waited for the 
day on which we can finally escape 
from the darkness of hell through the 
works of our descendants, but we 
cannot wait any longer. Our cries 
and messages telling you of our lives 
here have gone unheeded; no one 
can hear our screams of pain, and no 
descendant has ever understood the 
lives we lead here. Therefore, this 
is the final cry from deep within us, 

hoping you will listen to it. 
Descendants, how many minutes can you bear to stay underwa-

ter without breathing? Can you imagine the agony of holding your 
breath underwater? Only those who have experienced that would 
know how agonizing it is. Living here in hell is like holding our 
breaths underwater for years and years. You cannot imagine the 
suffering we have to go through from those stronger than we are. 
Please listen to what we are saying. Please save us from this place 
of ceaseless pain and agony.

We wish we could bring you here, and show you what life here 
is like, just so that you would believe us. This place is filled with 
darkness, stench, ceaseless fights, envy and jealousy. What will it 
take for us to convey to you and make you understand the reality of 
this place? We will do everything it takes to convey to you the pain 
and suffering we are going through. Even if we need to give you 
pain or disease in order to convey our suffering, we want to be free 
from our suffering and anguish.

Descendants, please hear our cries. And please save us from 
this pain and agony. Please remember that to us, a day seems like 
a thousand years. We believe in our descendants. We believe that 
our descendants will save us, and we will wait until the day our 
salvation comes.”

Participants, we must know and understand the serious situ-
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ation our ancestors are placed in. This Wish Prayer Gathering is 
being held to console those of your ancestors who have not been 
liberated or blessed, and to put them at ease.

Participants in today’s Special Wish Prayer Gathering!
This prayer ritual is a great blessing from heaven. It is a gift 

of love and a blessing from our Parents of Heaven and Earth. It 
is a joint operation between the spiritual world and the physical 
world, which are working in oneness. At this meeting, you will 
experience the amazing miracle of having your diseases cured 
and the pain you are suffering from disappear. You will be able to 
see the spiritual world, and the beautiful appearance of the abso-
lute good spirits. You will also see the ancestors who are suffering 
in the darkness of hell.

At this meeting, the wall created at the time of the Fall, which 
blocks us from seeing the spiritual world, will be opened. You 
will be able to see the miracle of the spiritual world.

The grace bestowed on you today is the grace and blessing of 
the Parents of Heaven and Earth. This is the first time in human 
history that descendants are allowed to rescue their ancestors who 
are suffering in the spiritual world and to transform them into 
absolute good spirits through the ancestor liberation ceremony 
and the ancestor blessing ceremony. I had to offer thousands and 
tens of thousands of bows to heaven to find your ancestors. I also 
had to endure hours of pain in ice-cold water, as if the flesh were 
being cut from my body. I prayed to heaven all day and night for 

40 days, without sleeping.
By praying to heaven in a way never seen before in all times 

and places I have tried to solve all the disease and suffering of 
humanity. And I have done my utmost to save your ancestors.

The work of Cheongpyeong has been in progress for nine 
years now. This would not have been possible were the truth and 
the reality of the spiritual world not behind the work. I am also 
sure it would have been impossible for this work to continue and 
develop had it not been for the fact that the Parents of Heaven 
and Earth were working with us.

Your sincere faith can move mountains. What are you wor-
ried about when you can see the path to the solution right before 
you? The small prayers and conditions you offer to heaven will 
accumulate, and as you carry out the liberation of your ancestors, 
there will be more absolute good spirits around you who will aid 
and support you. In this way, you will finally be on the path to 
inheriting heavenly fortune.

Those of you participating in today’s Special Wish Prayer 
Gathering, I hope you will become descendants who can never be 
forgotten by your ancestors, by liberating them from their suffer-
ing and agony in the spiritual world.

May the blessing of our Heavenly Father be with your families 
and this nation. Thank you.u

March 30, 2004   
From the Spiritual World
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Our True Father recently decentral-
ized the church in Korea–adding 
the teeth of tithing reallocation. 

This leaves local families and small groups 
responsible to initiate viable ministries, 
attract new people, assimilate them, raise 
them in the Unification tradition, and liber-
ate them as blessed central families. With 
this responsibility is now given the freedom 
to figure out the best way, on our own, in 
our own circumstances and with our own 
resources. Church growth theory and practice 
tells us that there is nothing more effec-
tive than this. Nothing that our True Father 
could have done is more effective in order to 
vitalize the membership and break open the 
deadlock. Why is decentralization into small, 
house churches the best way to energize the 
church? 

The main reason that decentralization and 
small group ministry is so effective is that it 
places responsibility in the hands of people 
who are on the front line. This puts church 
leadership and decision-making in direct 
touch with the people we are trying to reach. 
What is the significance of the “front line”? 
It is the spiritual DMZ, the meeting point of 
the heavenly and worldly cultures. It is there 
that we will figure out what really works in 
bringing our neighbors across the line of fire 
and into communion with God through True 
Parents. 

In the process of house church develop-
ment, Unificationists throughout the world 
will find out what our friends and neighbors 

are doing, in particular those people who are 
devoting their lives to God. With respect and 
love, our seminarians are researching this 
front line, academically and in practice. As 
students, they reflect upon how God is work-
ing in our church and in the world around us. 
Their work allows us to grasp some impor-
tant realities and possible directions for our 
church. In this article I will draw upon the 
work of three seminarians in my spring class 
on church growth. The first two deal with 
our young adult ministry. The third outlines 
a strategy that brought significant church 
growth in Japan. 

Potential for Young Adult Ministry
A woman member from our 
second generation, Kim Hwa-
un, wrote an insightful essay on 
reaching the young adults of the 
church. Her analysis is important 
for the church in considering its 
ability to assimilate its second 

generation. 
“Almost every Korean college student 

member belongs to the student [hak-sa] 
church and the student churches belong to 
CARP,” she writes. “However, after they 
graduate from college, they face the dif-
ficulty of choosing [an adult, or Family 
Federation] church to attend. As they are 
accustomed to attending worship services 
for students, which are very active and var-
ied, they are not familiar with the strict and 
monotonous atmosphere and the activities 

of the Sunday service for adults. ...it is not 
easy for them to adapt to the regular Sunday 
service for adults in a local church with their 
parents.” 

Thus it is difficult to integrate into the 
adult church, but if they attempt to return to 
the student church, they find the door not 
open there either. “Because a student church 
as a local church is quite different in terms 
of the structure, activities and worship style, 
once they graduate and receive the blessing, 
it is difficult for them to participate in the 
activities of the student church with young 
college students. At the same time, even 
though they attempt to attend their parents’ 
church, it is frequently observed that they 
easily fail to adjust to the strange atmosphere 
and soon just give up on attending.”

Kim draws a picture that is typical of 
routinized churches throughout the world. 
Adults easily get into a rut. Traditional for-
mats are observed for their own sake. Little 
if any adjustment is made for new members 
or children. This is not to say tradition is 
a problem. The problem is when the adult 
members do not invest in or get life from 
the tradition. Older folks are able to digest 
the formalized patterns, to grin and bear it. 
The younger people, or new guests, lack the 
commitment necessary to tolerate the boring 
formalities. They want to experience a living 
faith imbued with a living spirit. This means, 
as all church growth scholars tell us, that 
vitality, creativity and expansion come from 
the youth and new members. 
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Kim elaborates on how dead worship 
sends young adults out of the church and 
into the arms of the secular world. “I myself 
had such an experience and I have heard that 
many second-generation members at that age 
do not attend church. Moreover, it becomes 
worse for those who experience difficulties 
in the blessing. A friend of mine who talked 
to me on this matter is typical. When she 
goes to the student church, she tends to lose 
her confidence in front of the young students, 
and when she attends a local church, she 
feels a lack of confidence as well in front of 
her elders. Therefore, it becomes more com-
fortable for her to communicate with just her 
‘secular’ friends than church members.”  

Kim is telling us that we, along with 
many other churches, have a generation gap. 
The adult church isolates itself from the sur-
rounding culture, focusing on the church 
agenda. That agenda stands as a distinct 
alternative to the fallen world. The agenda 
is so demanding upon the adults that the 
children are left behind. The children are left 
to cope with the unredeemed world more or 
less on their own. Nonetheless, upon reach-
ing maturity, tremendous expectations are 
placed upon the children for faith-based 
performance in the arena of matrimony and 

vocation. 
Another female student of the 
second generation, Kawamura 
Harumi, explains the contrast 
between the low-level of invest-
ment into the Unification youth, 
on the one hand, and the high-

level of presumption that those same young 
people will meet the demanding expectations 
of the movement. 

She notes that young adults in modern 
societies typically distance themselves from 
their parents’ church. Surveys of young 
adult religious behavior, she finds, show that 
“Young adults are less likely to report that 
religion is ‘very important’ in their lives, or 
that they have ‘a great deal of faith current-
ly.’” For most of us, this is not surprising; 
nor is the follow-up finding that a majority of 
those who reject church life in their college 
years return a decade or so later. Kawamura 
states, “Many note with relief that many 
young adults who leave the congregational 
fold eventually return, the average age of 
return lying between the ages of twenty-five 
and thirty-five years.” 

While this might be tolerable in tradi-
tional Christian settings, faith rejection by 
young adults in the Unification Church is 
an entirely different matter, because of the 
lineage-shaping that people do while young 
adults. In Kawamura’s words, “... in the 
Unification tradition, where the purity of the 
lineage is vital to providential success and 

efforts, the wrong choice and action of its 
second generation in regard to sexuality, or 
in Unification-speak, ‘falling,’ is irreversible. 
Thus the necessity of creating programs and 
ministries for the young adult population is 
crucial.” 

I return to Kim Hwa-un’s paper for two 
more points. She points out one reason for 
young adult separation from the Unification 
faith tradition. “There is still a cultural gap 
between the church and the secular world.... 
In some sense [the church] explains our 
identity and nature, but the second-genera-
tion is in a very difficult situation: they have 
not been able to find the harmonizing point 
between secular culture and Unification cul-
ture. Furthermore, they have antipathy about 
their parents’ hard life course and also about 
their fate inherited by their parents consider-
ing that their faith is not theirs but that of 
their parents.”

It cannot be overemphasized that this 
cultural dissonance is not unique to the 
Unification Church. Every prophetic church 
presents a cultural alternative. Every church 
creates its own distinct culture that stands in 
opposition to the mainstream secular culture 
on fundamental grounds. The reason that this 
is so important for Unificationists to under-
stand is that if we share problems with other 
churches, then we also can learn from their 
solutions. We needn’t copy their solutions, 
because every church is unique, but we can 
learn from them. 

Kim’s final point is highly compelling 
and tentatively hopeful, and it fits with the 
conclusions of all scholars of religion in con-
temporary society: “The answer is based on 
how [the second generation] can own their 
faith. This cannot be substituted by the first 
generation or by anyone else. It has to be 
solved by the second generation themselves.” 

Kim proposes that young adults of this 
cadre who are favorable toward the church 
begin small group meetings, solidify their 
identity and gradually invite more distant 
friends to their meetings. The meetings 
would be low-intensity, focusing on creating 
a warm atmosphere, and only gradually and 
sensitively introducing spiritual matters. She 
goes on to note that gatherings of second-
generation alone “have a tendency of being 
horizontal rather than centered on a vertical 
standard.” Hence interaction with elders 
is necessary. She issues a call for “a place 
where anyone can share his or her own story 
with others [and] find a solution together.”

Kawamura has jumped ahead of Kim in 
actually designing and running two retreats, 
thus far, for college-aged American Unifi-
cationists, many of who were disaffected 
from the church. She has done this in the 
context of her seminary studies. She applied 
an insight that she gleaned from attending 
several mega-churches in the New York area. 
“Generation X religion,” she writes, “empha-
sizes the sensual and experiential, and enjoys 
incorporating text, image, music, dance, and 
the body as venues for the expression of reli-
gious beliefs.” She goes on to state, “It is my 
belief that this brief statement encapsulates 
important elements of the needs of young 
adults of the beginning twenty-first century 
in their religious experience. More specifi-
cally I refer to the experiential component in 
faith development and the incorporation of 
contemporary music and image in worship 
sessions. To this list I add the importance of 
testimonies.” She formed a core group that 
designed and led two retreats incorporat-
ing these diverse elements. It was exciting 
to them, because it was their natural faith 
expression. 

Kawamura’s two retreats led several 
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participants to claim their parents’ faith even 
as they reshaped that faith. Her next step, in 
addition to a follow-up retreat, is to address 
the wearing off of the intense experience 
after the retreat. Small group formation is the 
answer that she is going to explore. “While 
researching young adult ministries,” she 
writes, “I was surprised to discover that all 
authors came to the same conclusion: they 
all agree that small groups are essential for 
young adults. In the small group system I 
believe the retreat participants can support 
and encourage each other as well as revital-
ize and re-inspire themselves through the 
elements that made up the retreat: worship, 
testimony, interaction, and to continue to be 
empowered in their spiritual endeavors.” 

It is my view that these retreats struck a 
chord among the young adult participants in 
part because they were “for us by us.” The 
very fact that the events were germinated, 
planned, organized and executed by peers, 
without elders’ influence or intervention, 
was the foundation for the Holy Spirit to 
work. Kawamura’s ministry to reintegrate 
marginalized young Unificationist adults is 
worth careful attention on the part of church 
leadership. 

Direct Witnessing to True Parents in a 
Hostile Environment 

No one is comfortable introducing a 
discussion of God, Jesus and True Parents. 
Most of us tend to avoid sharing our faith. 
The sad reality is that in some areas, our 
church as a whole does not proclaim or even 
explain its own affiliation with the Reverend 
Sun Myung Moon. A Japanese seminar-
ian, Sugita Yashitada, bucked this trend 
as a church leader in Tokyo and achieved 
dramatic growth. “One day,” he writes, “I 
determined to witness to people without 
hiding our church’s name.... In that way my 
church could have a miraculous victory, 
and this event became famous.” Rev. Sugita 
inculcated a spirit of confidence in “the sec-
ond Messiah, special fortune [and] all of the 
spirits assisting us” by calling his members 
to openly proclaim about Reverend Moon. 
“Everyone was thinking that victory depends 
on witnessing to True Parents directly.” He 
reminded members of the vision at every 
opportunity. 

The church received opposition as their 
identity spread. “Though our church had to 
fight with local residents and opponents, it 
became a very big issue. This problem got on 
TV every day and I had to go to the police, 
to the TV station and to court. We brought 
those who opposed us into court and finally 
we won a case. Why did I receive such per-
secution? It was because I witnessed without 
hiding our church’s name and I did it well.” 

Instructed by study of Paul Cho’s Yoido Full 
Gospel Church1, Sugita utilized proven meth-
ods for church growth and discovered that 
they meet with success even in an environ-
ment in which the Unification Church suffers 
heavy media and official attack. 

His “basic point” is to start with true love, 
“not use the congregations with the motiva-
tion to raise donations. We leaders should 
have the fervent passion that we want to 
love them as much as we love God and True 
Parents.” Staff and members should “cher-
ish each person completely.” He encouraged 
members to witness to their neighbors by 
first “giving things which they want and 
need. Give and give, and gain their trust.” In 
order to increase evangelism, he reduced the 
number of church meetings. “We should stop 
meetings and make opportunities for mem-
bers to meet many people.” 

His members witnessed at a large train 
station, using questionnaires and a booklet 
on the Unification movement. Guests coming 
to the church would meet him, hear a small 
choir sing, see a video about the movement, 
and hear the pastor’s introduction “explain-
ing what you can get in our church, like War-
ren.” The reference is to Rick Warren, pastor 

of the Saddleback Community Church in 
southern California, and author of The Pur-
pose-Driven Church. Warren stresses that the 
church should be completely transparent to 
new people as to what it offers and requires 
of them. People should enter with their eyes 
open about the costs and benefits of a life 
dedicated to God through the Unification 
Church. 

The initial meeting would end with 
refreshments and an invitation to return to 
hear a lecture. This lecture was adapted to 
the specific issues confronting the person’s 
life. It was “still not Divine Principle. We 
change the content according to the people.” 
Thus, proclamation of Reverend Moon and 
the church identity was up front, but theo-
logical and doctrinal education was delayed 
in favor of presenting the value of the doc-
trine to one’s personal life. In other words, 

instead of explaining how the car works, 
they showed the new person how advanta-
geous it is to have the ability to travel. As 
a result, new people were attracted to the 
church. “Education was free, young people 
were happy to come. They ate dinner in the 
church; members made the meals with love. 
Donation started when they understood our 
church well enough and became a member. 
As we showered them with love, they donat-
ed voluntarily. Soon the church was filled 
with new young people. We began to have 
a problem, because the place became more 
crowded and members were too few.” In 
order to serve all the guests, “new members 
helped voluntarily.” 

To assimilate and disciple these new 
people Rev. Sugita utilized Dr. Cho’s model 
for small group worship, and his members 
used that system to attract their neighbors 
and friends. Dr. Cho’s material applies bibli-
cal principles in daily life. As Sugita put it, 
“His success is not only the system but also 
the material....”  Sugita simplified the “dif-
ficult” Unification Church doctrine, creating 
a “practical textbook using Divine Principle.” 
He utilized the text in two “outstanding dis-
trict groups” and gained three new members. 
This success with two experimental groups 
set the stage for broader application of the 
strategy. “[Two or three] is not such a large 
number, but it was an innovative event.” 
Growing churches, like Sugita’s, try many 
methods, drop those that do not work, and 
adopt those that do. 

Rev. Sugita also developed an effective 
worship service, utilizing three pillars: music, 
video and sermon. For music, he created a 
youthful choir. They sang gospel and folk 
music before starting service, using guitar, 
contemporary instruments and hand clap-
ping. They also sang the national anthem and 
“revival type holy songs. They played a short 
beautiful melody after prayer.” As a result, 
“We could experience the effect of music. 
The atmosphere changed completely.” 

Sugita’s greatest innovation, I believe, 
was the use of church-made documentaries 
in worship services. He correctly identified 
our church’s “unique selling point,” and that 
is True Parents and their global ministry. 
“Our work is more wonderful than any other 
denomination. We can be proud of it. Actu-
ally, our activity is of a higher level than the 
Full Gospel Church. Our activity is beyond 
denomination or nation completely. There-
fore, I make use of our activities video in 
every service.” He would show selections 
from the church-made videos before the ser-
mon. The entire congregation was inspired, 
including guests, and some people even shed 
tears. Through the carefully edited video, 
“they were filled with the Holy Spirit.... The 
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Japanese church makes a good providential 
video every month; however, most of our 
members never see them. I decided each 
week which video we should use at the next 
service. Honestly, this had the most effect of 
the three techniques.” (emphasis mine) I note 
the effectiveness of multi-media, multi-sen-
sory communication to reach the heart in the 
contemporary world. 

Sugita’s sermon applied Divine Principle 
to daily life. He spoke “in order to teach how 
to use our doctrine in our life. Therefore, 
I made a Principle sermon. I distributed a 
handout, which I made every week, which 
was a series, from the Principle of Creation 
to the Second Advent.” He also included two 
real-life testimonies to “give joy and hope to 
the people.” To increase the impact on the 
content for the sake of learning, he utilized 
“a big screen with PowerPoint.” These ele-
ments are conventional in growing churches. 
A simple message aims at finding God and 
blessings in daily life. A printed handout, a 
consistent sermon series planned in advance 
and, most importantly, moving personal tes-
timonies. 

After the service, fellowship with food 
is very important. During that time, he, as 
senior pastor, “called the new people and 
their spiritual parents, and gave a special 
card on which was written a welcome, an 
introductory book, and our activity pamphlet. 
Furthermore, I prayed for them. Lastly, the 
staff gave a present to the new people. Spiri-
tual parents and our members felt delight 
when we did this. As the church leader and 
staff loved the guests, the congregation began 
to trust our church.” Thus, Rev. Sugita’s 
members could rely on the fact that week 
in and week out, their pastor would provide 
a solid worship experience designed to win 
new members.

Prayer was another key element of the 
worship experience and overall church suc-
cess. Sugita notes that, while Reverend Moon 
strongly supports teachings on the spirit 
world and revelations received from spirit 
world, members do not learn, in general, how 
to mobilize spirit world. In short, we do not 

really believe that “prayer changes things.” 
He observes, “I’m afraid that our church 
members do not so much believe that our 
prayers have the power to make wishes come 
true, even our leaders, too. As leaders do 
not have confidence in prayer, they cannot 
lead the congregation. This is a big problem. 
Therefore, our churches have detailed infor-
mation about the spirit world, but actually we 
do not use this good point.” 

To remedy this, based upon his many 
experiences of victorious prayer, Rev. Sugita 
taught his members how to pray, based 
upon his studies of Christian Science and 
the American “New Thought” movement 
of the late nineteenth century. Thus, prayer 
time during worship created miracles. Sugita 
emphasized “seeing in our imagination 
with three dimensional images. The secret 
of working with spirits is to imagine. This 
method is extremely powerful; I experienced 
it many times. Dr. Cho is using this way, and 
many successful Americans are using it. We 
use this prayer power for witnessing and eco-
nomic success.” 

Sugita developed an effective church 
newsletter. He surveyed news from through-
out the Japanese church, choosing the three 
most inspiring reports. He found a member 
with good computer and artistic skill, and 
created a full color newsletter “which was 
an innovation in those days.” He added a 
weekly message on “how to live this week.” 

He searched for testimonies that would 
“warm their hearts” and inserted two in each 
bulletin. 

The final strategy of note is the team wit-
nessing system. When he noticed that, even 
though he had an impressive worship ser-
vice, the head count did not grow much, he 
reflected that members in his culture “were 
accustomed to being given a target.” So he 
gathered his area leaders, all of them women. 
He showed them the attendance book from 
the previous week’s service and reported 
who came and who did not come in each 
area. He asked them to take the report to 
those members who did not come. They were 
to “write some warm words on it, and visit 
and hand it to them. Amazingly, next Sunday 
most of the people who did not come last 
week came. Again we had the same meeting. 
I praised the leader who did well. Gradually 
attendance increased more and more. I real-
ized that we need to assess accurately and 
create a good service; these two strategies are 
a key to success.” 

As a result of these practices, he reports, 
one church tripled in size, and his next 
church had one hundred people join within 
ten months. This supports the contention that 
even in a difficult environment, when the 
Unification Church effectively utilizes con-
ventional growth principles, it grows.u 

Endnote 
1  Once reputed to have the largest congregation of 
any single church in the world.

Kim Hwa-un holds bachelors degrees in fine 
arts from Sungshin Women’s University and 
philosophy in Seogang University, Seoul, 
Korea. Kawamura Harumi is a graduate of 
the University of Bridgeport in the U.S.A. 
and is pursuing masters degrees at Harvard 
Divinity School, Cambridge, MA, and Unifi-
cation Theological Seminary. Sugita Yoshita-
da, a Master of Religious Education student 
at UTS, served for twenty years as a church 
leader in Tokyo. Tyler Hendricks is President 
and Professor of Ministry at the Unification 
Theological Seminary, Barrytown, New York.
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Editor’s note: When Tyler Hendricks was president of the Ameri-
can church, he led the Manhattan Church service every Sunday, 
which he worked to make seeker-friendly–attractive to people 
seeking spiritual understand-
ing. He even played the 
guitar in the band. After each 
service any and all members 
were invited to come upstairs 
to his office for an informal 
post-service discussion about 
what appeared to be the ser-
vice’s strong points and what 
might be improved upon. It 
was heartwarming to see such 

efforts directed toward creating a model church-growth environ-
ment. The services were organized so that guests could gain 
significant insight into our principles and ethics for daily life, and 

experience the personal warmth 
of our members, whilst not hav-
ing to deal right away with con-
cepts and announcements that 
only established members would 
understand. 
As his article shows, Dr. Hen-
dricks is continuing his work.u
Photo: tyler Hendricks leads 
the worship band at redhook 
family Church
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The first marriage blessing ceremony–of three couples–was held 
in 1960; but as the years progressed, the number of families 
receiving the blessing increased dramatically. That is because 

the gate of the blessing has become wider each year in accordance 
with the expansion of True Parents’ victorious foundation, which is 
beyond the accusation of Satan. In particular, the grace of the Inter-
national Holy Wedding of 30,000 couples in 1992 paved the way for 
hundreds of millions of couples to receive the blessing, and so the 
blessing ceremonies have become festivals celebrating humanity’s 
hope for eternal life. 

Although civilization today boasts of prosperity from the advance-
ment of science and technology, it is being shaken to its roots by 
conflicts arising between races and religions. Moral values have dete-
riorated as time has passed, and humanity faces an uncertain future 
because of immorality, the breakdown of the family and the corruption 
of youth.

Under such circumstances, this amazing marriage blessing is being 
fulfilled internationally, interracially and interreligiously, leading to 
the realization of harmony through true love and the ideal of human-
ity as one family. An unprecedented revolution to hasten a beautiful 
culture of heart–a true love culture–is happening across the globe. All 
over the world, international, interracial and interreligious couples are 
giving birth to a second and third generation; their children are grow-
ing up with beautiful and open minds, without barriers to nationality, 
race or religion. As they develop their loving characters, these chil-
dren are becoming the future and the hope of peace for humankind, 
melting away all obstacles with true love.

From 1998, True Parents bestowed their grace on the people in 
the spiritual world by allowing them, also, to attend the blessing cer-
emonies. From that time, the era of universal blessing has opened up. 
The spiritual world and the physical world, which were until that time 
completely cut off from each other due to the fall, were finally able 
to communicate under the grace of the blessing, with the amazing 
opening of the era of unity within the cosmos in which the two worlds 
cooperate with and support each other....

In this ceremony, the fifth phase of the international blessing of 
400 million unmarried couples, men and women from 186 nations 
have gathered together transcending nationality, race and religion to 
establish exemplary families. This intercultural marriage is also the 
holy occasion through which you will take the first steps toward the 
renewal of all humanity as brothers and sisters, the world as one fam-
ily under God, based on true love.

God’s ideal of true love does not only exist in the physical world, 
but also eternally in the spiritual world. You must realize the ideal of 
true couples, have good children and raise them to become model citi-
zens of Cheon Il Guk. Your lives, based on love and centered on the 
ideal of the blessing, will become sources of new hope and guideposts 
for the diseased societies of the world at large. I ask each and every 
one of you to play a leading role in establishing a world of peace, by 
following in True Parents’ footsteps in living for the sake of others.u

Blessing Address Rev. Kwak Chung-hwan
Special Representative of True Parents
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Respected Dr. and Mrs. Moon, distinguished guests, brides and 
bridegrooms: It is my high honor to have this opportunity to share 
a few words of congratulations on this very special occasion. I 

have been privileged to attend these kinds of ceremonies ever since I 
participated in the First World Culture and Sports Festival in August 1992 
as head of the state of Belarus. Since that first meeting, I have been given 
many opportunities to see, first-hand, the great works that have been done 
by Dr. and Mrs. Moon. It was a privilege to have Mrs. Hak Ja Han Moon 
speak in my home country in November 1993.

Today we are witnessing the moving scene in the holy blessing cere-
mony of so many beautiful young couples representing dozens of nations, 
religions and races from throughout the world. Truly, this is a profoundly 
historic occasion, and I heartily congratulate each one of you!

In an age when divorce rates are rising and we are confronted with the 
plague of AIDS, you represent the brightest hope for a better future. You 
are pioneers at a time when many people question the meaning and valid-
ity of marriage and family. Through you, the world will have hope to turn 

the tide and create model families which can inspire others.
All the events in the World Culture and Sports Festival have as their 

goal the realization of world peace. However it is clear that the creation 
of good families is the foundation for a culture of peace. Your participa-
tion here today, therefore, represents a very public statement of your com-
mitment towards that noble goal.

I come from a part of the world where, until quite recently, we were 
not free to pursue our own ideals. Since the end of the Soviet Union, peo-
ple have much greater freedom of choice, yet it is sad to say that many of 
the youth in our societies are misusing that freedom and losing their soul 
in a blind rush to fulfill material desires, often in an immoral way. We are 
seeing some of the negative results of freedom without a sense of respon-
sibility or a moral guidepost.

Here in the World Culture and Sports Festival program we are wit-
nessing the rebirth of a new idealism among the youth of the world. My 
heartfelt gratitude goes out to Dr. and Mrs. Moon for their vision and 
commitment, which has resulted in this event.

I recently had the opportunity to attend the celebration of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the founding of the Unification Movement. I could not 
help but reflect upon the fact that Dr. Sun Myung Moon, who today is 
known throughout the world, is the same person who endured the long, 
cold North Korean winters while imprisoned under the harshest com-
munist regime in the world. The sincerity of one’s beliefs is tested under 
hardships and Dr. Moon has proven himself to be a champion. Even at 
the age of eighty four years old, Dr. Moon is working harder than people 
half of his age. 

May I wish Dr. and Mrs. Moon many more years of good health and 
long life!

I also want to wish all of you, new brides and grooms, much happi-
ness in your new lives as husbands and wives.Kamsa hamnida.u

A prominent scientist prior to his presidency, Stanislaw Shushkevich is one 
of three signatories to the founding accords of the Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States, which brought an end to the existence of the USSR.

Congratulatory Address
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ed effort every day for the realization of God’s will, fully prepared 
to dedicate himself for another eighty years for this purpose. Even 
though Father is elderly, he is offering intense conditions here at 
Blue Sea Garden for eighty days, which represent eighty years. 

This is the current situation of the providence and the begin-
ning of the time for final change. 
Throughout the course and stages of 
the providence, there have been times 
of change. Without these changes, we 
would still be in the era of restoration 
through indemnity. Change is the first 
sign of the coming of a new age. The 
changes we are seeing nowadays are the 
ultimate changes needed for the final 
stage of the providence–the completion 
of Cheon Il Guk–by 2012. 

Hoondok Church Leaders are True Par-
ents’ Representatives

We are living through the fourth year of Cheon Il Guk and in 
this time of ultimate change, in this time after the coming of heav-
en, have been given unprecedented position and responsibility. 
Namely, the mission of tribal messiahs, neighborhood outreach 
activities [tong ban gyeokpa ] and the hoondok family church activi-
ties in the rural and urban districts. 

Our doing neighborhood outreach and hoondok family church 
activities all over the nation has been the long-cherished desire, 

wish and ambition of True Parents throughout their lives. It is a 
destiny we must fulfill. In order to achieve this, we must secure a 
stronghold for our activities in these local areas. Without a strong-
hold in the rural and urban districts, we can never succeed in our 
neighborhood outreach activities. 

In this regard, the providential sta-
tus of those who are in charge of the 
hoondok family churches in these dis-
tricts is indescribably great. You must 
deeply realize this point once more. 
The hoondok family church activities in 
each community are an inevitable part 
of True Parents’ work and the unchang-
ing mainstream of the providence. Only 
when these are fulfilled can the will of 
Heaven be realized. 

Dear leaders, be strong and coura-
geous as you go forward to clear the 

way; burn your bridges behind you and be prepared to have your 
bones buried in your assigned area. Know that your children will 
have to take on the task if you do not. 

Please engrave the following, which Father has been emphasiz-
ing this year, in your heart: 

First, the hoondok family church activities in local rural and 
urban districts are God’s ultimate providential works and the 
hope of humanity hinges on them. Second, hoondok family 
church leaders in the areas you are working in are True Parents’ 
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the federation of Oriental Ideal Homes [families] is inaug-urated in 
Inner Mongolia (China), attended by ffWPu leaders

Chinese and Korean women‘s sisterhood ceremony in Korea

Father’s life in Yeosu these days 
can be likened to that of a woman 
in labor, who, overcoming the pain 
with perseverance and hope, gives 

birth to her baby.
Rev. Hwang at a recent meeting for church leaders



representatives. A representative of True Parents means a person 
who has inherited everything from them.

As their representatives, we have already inherited the land 
and people from them. Land here means your towns, rural or 
urban districts, wards and villages. There you must establish 
God’s kingship and become ancestors of goodness.

As True Parents’ representatives, we must now educate and 
take care of the members, restore our land and establish the king-
ship of Heaven and the tradition of Cheon Il Guk. Among the 
many tasks that need to be accomplished to establish this tradi-
tion, the most urgent one is raising church leaders.

God’s will can be fulfilled when church leaders are firmly 
established in all rural and urban localities in Korea, which num-
ber more than 3,500. For this, the leaders must be upright people. 
By creating a culture where the members are strong and at the 
side of their leaders, the great wheel of God’s providence can turn. 

Toward the Realization of Cheon Il Guk 
Now I would like to talk about exactly what you must do in 

your district churches. You must not think of them as the kind 
of churches where we hold services. Large halls of worship like 
those we used in the past are no longer needed. All we need is an 
administrative office for the town or district. 

Like the district government office that offers many services to 
the people of a district, you must create a church that can function 
as a Cheon Il Guk district office in the Cheon Il Guk era. What 
shall we do about church services? When God’s will is fulfilled, 
there will no longer be any need for a separate place of worship. 
Wherever people gather will be a place of worship–be it a church, 
temple, district office, school classroom or family home.

The services we hold are not our exclusive rituals; they should 
be festivals shared with Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Muslims and 
all seekers of truth. Only then can the world of peace take root. 
In order to introduce this initiative, we are creating these district 
churches.

How will we conduct our activities based on these district 
churches? The district church is a base for Cheon Il Guk activi-
ties. In the future, the district church must take on tasks similar to 
those of a government district office. In particular, it should aid 
alienated sectors of society, such as elderly people living alone and 
orphans so that all citizens can live together as one.

A good example is the hoondok family church in the Cheolwon 

area, which established a food bank where they collect leftover 
food and produce that is still edible from cafeterias and bakeries 
at the end of the day and distribute it to people that are in need of 
food. This service activity is slowly changing the local community.

This is but one of many tasks that the Cheon Il Guk district 
office should be involved in. There are many places that are wait-
ing for our support. The problem is our will to act.

We must also organize our tribes. When a child is born, you 
register his birth at the district office. In the same way, the district 
churches must witness to people, organize them into tribes, and 
create name lists. If you can take good care of the blessed families 
and ambassadors for peace living in the area, the foundation for 
Cheon Il Guk will surely be made. Thus, the churches in the rural 
or urban districts will become the strongholds of Cheon Il Guk 
and the epicenter for educating ambassadors for peace.

My dear leaders, in order to create a foundation of love and 
peace in the districts that we live in, we must be the first to invest 
there. We are fortified with an ideology and we have the will to 
commit ourselves to this task of service. If we can invest our deter-
mination, effort, time and ideas, Heaven will help us.

The headquarters will spare no effort in supporting the rural 
and urban district churches throughout Korea. If we can sacri-
fice, serve and commit ourselves for one, two or three years and 
embrace the world, it will lead to the fulfillment of the will of 
God. Our culture of heart will, in the end, be incorporated as the 
general culture of society.

Beloved hoondok family church leaders, even now True Par-
ents, who are at the center of all providential change, are tirelessly 
investing everything they have in order to usher in the era of 
heaven. As we follow True Parents, who are relentlessly marching 
forward toward the realization of the will, we must also embrace 
change.

Now is the time to manifest our strength as a community of 
heart, together with our members. As we disperse to conduct 
activities and gather again, the light of our members and the value 
of this community of faith will shine even brighter in the current 
providence.

Although we may be working separately, our hearts should 
be tied even more tightly together with emotional bonds; and if 
we can unite, centering on our True Parents, our hopes will soon 
manifest as reality.u
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First of a two-part series about the activities 
of the International Educational Foundation

officiAlly established on May 5, 
1990, the International Educa-
tional Foundation (IEF) was cre-

ated as a vehicle to present the concepts 
of the Divine Principle in a way that 
people of virtually every nationality and 
background, whether religious or non-
religious, can appreciate. These ideas, 
which were first presented in the U.S.A., 
the former Soviet Union and China, are 
now being recognized and utilized in 
more than seventy countries around 
the world by a wide range of people in 
different spheres of activity. Using the 
Divine Principle, Unification Thought 
and Father’s speeches, IEF has sought to 
promote universal values that integrate 
Eastern and Western values, traditional 
and contemporary values, and spiritual 
and material values. To do this, IEF has 
created educational materials in 
the form of PowerPoint presenta-
tions, lecture manuals, textbooks 
and a whole range of materials 
for school curriculums. 

These materials cover four 
main areas: Character Education, 
True Family Values Education, 
Purity Education and Vision for 
Peace Education. The following 
series of fourteen PowerPoint 
presentations represent the fruit 
of much painstaking effort on 
the part of IEF President Dr. 
Seuk Joon-ho and his staff over 
a period of many years through 
countless conferences:
Character Education

The Need for Moral Education
The Role of Religion in Moral Education
Universal Principles and Life Goals

True Family Values Education
The Family as the School of Love
Successful Marriage Preparation
Promoting a Marriage Culture
Building Healthy Marriages 

Purity Education
Consequences of the Sexual Revolution
Family Life Education: Which Road to Take?
An Ethic of True Love and Sexuality
Drug Abuse: Focus on Prevention

Vision for Peace Education
World Peace
Fostering a Culture of Peace through Service
Causes and Resolution of Conflict

By making these presentations in 
seminars worldwide, IEF has sought to 

increase awareness of the importance of 
these issues among governments as well 
as in the private sector. Participants have 
included educational, political, social, 
military, women and youth leaders, cur-
riculum writers, university presidents, 
school directors, teachers, health officials, 
journalists, government administrators, 
students and the general public. Through 
such efforts at educational outreach, IEF 
is working, so that the principles Father 
has revealed will become the living 
moral and ethical principles of all people. 
Furthermore, IEF is seeking to integrate 
these ideas into national ideologies; this 
might eventually be reflected in changes 
in laws, constitutions and government 
policies.

By integrating Eastern and Western 
values, traditional and contemporary 
values, and spiritual and material values, 
IEF is presenting a new universal idea 

that has the power to convince 
and inspire leaders and youth 
while embracing and harmonizing 
seemingly conflicting viewpoints. 
As can be seen from the topics 
covered in its presentations, IEF 
has been offering practical solu-
tions to specific social problems, 
such as drug abuse, alcoholism, 
crime and violence, ethnic con-
flicts, AIDS and STDs, divorce 
and family breakdown. Its work 
has been highly effective in dem-
onstrating the application of the 
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Principle to such serious social issues, 
lending valuable support to many people 
who have been grappling with these 
problems. 

Beginnings
With the fall of communism, the early 

1990s was a period of optimism when 
many people harbored the hope that last-
ing peace was finally possible. However, 
as the shadow of the Cold War receded, 
other problems came to the fore 
that showed the world was still 
a long way from achieving that 
ideal. Both the democratic and 
communist worlds were being 
afflicted by similar social prob-
lems, as cited above.

These problems were symp-
tomatic of a severe crisis of val-
ues born of a century that placed 
the highest priority on scientific 
and technological development 
while neglecting to honor and 
promote the values that had pro-
vided a sense of social cohesion 
and spiritual well being. Young people 
in the collapsing communist world 
struggled to understand how to employ 
their newly found freedoms. Many chose 
to pursue with abandon the material 
benefits long denied them. In reaction 
to the collectivism of the past, the post-
Soviet period saw a strong swing toward 
extreme individualism.

It was at this time that Father had 
his historic meeting with Mikhail Gor-
bachev in the Kremlin, in April 1990. On 
this foundation, under the leadership 
of Dr. Seuk and in cooperation with the 
Soviet Ministry of Higher Education, 
IEF brought 3,500 Soviet students and 
professors to America between July 1990 
and the end of 1991 for International 
Leadership Seminars (ILS), at which they 
studied the Divine Principle for five days. 
This became the foundation for all its 
subsequent activity that eventually would 
spread beyond the realm of the old Soviet 
Union to Mongolia, China, America and 
many other parts of the world. 

Currently, IEF maintains its world 
headquarters in New York and a training 
center in California. It also has substan-
tial regional offices in Moscow and Bei-
jing. Since 1990 IEF has focused its work 
in the United States, the former Soviet 
republics and the People’s Republic of 
China. In recent years it has received 
numerous requests to conduct programs 
in other countries as well. The following 
is a brief overview of some of the major 
activities IEF has been engaged in around 

the world (except for China, which will 
be the focus of the second part of this 
series in a later issue of Today’s World.)

united states of america
Among professional character educa-

tors in the United States, IEF has gained 
respect as an organization that demon-
strates the deeper reasons why we need 
to educate for character while integrating 
practical strategies. It has been recog-

nized also for taking the lead in promot-
ing character education internationally. 

Dr. Thomas Lickona, known as one of 
the driving forces of character education 
in the United States, has noted that the 
IEF emphasis on marriage and family as 
one of three lifetime goals is significant 
because character educators have tended 
to neglect the importance of family life in 
helping children to develop good charac-
ter. The founder and executive director of 
the Medical Institute for Sexual Health, 
Dr. Joseph McIlhaney, a leading author-
ity on abstinence education, has appreci-
ated IEF’s efforts to promote abstinence 
both in the U.S. and throughout the 
world. 

Since 1995 IEF has held several inter-

national conferences in the United States 
for leaders in moral education. At these 
conferences, letters of welcome to the 
participants have been received from 
Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. 
Bush, state governors, city mayors and 
others. Several U.S. congressmen have 
spoken at these events.

In addition, IEF has often been invited 
to present its perspective at major confer-
ences in the United States concerned with 

character education and marriage 
and family issues. In 2000 IEF co-
sponsored an international con-
ference on character education 
at the University of San Diego. 
In the same year IEF published a 
major textbook, Cultivating Heart 
and Character: Educating for Life’s 
Most Essential Goals, through a 
leading American character edu-
cation publisher. This book has 
received enthusiastic endorse-
ments from some of the leading 

character educators in the United 
States. Many of its contents and 

concepts, such as life goals as a frame-
work for character education, have been 
incorporated into popular character edu-
cation programs. 

former soviet union and Mongolia
IEF’s work in the former Soviet Union 

made a major advance in the fall of 1992 
on the foundation of its ILS program 
when more than 1,500 educators from 
throughout the country plus 300 school 
directors from Ukraine attended special 
seminars in the Crimea under the theme 
Spiritual Renewal and School Education. 

As a result of their experience at these 
seminars, participants were inspired 
by the challenge of developing a cur-
riculum to promote moral and ethical 
values to young people in an engaging 
and contemporary manner. In January 
1993, an international writing team work-
ing under the guidance of Dr. Seuk was 
assembled in Moscow and set about pre-
paring a curriculum in time for the new 
school year beginning in September. 

Working at a rapid pace, the IEF staff 
published (in Russian) the first edition of 
My World and I: The Way of Unification, a 
textbook intended for 13- to 15-year-olds, 
together with an accompanying teacher’s 
manual. (In English, this textbook was 
published as My Journey in Life: A Student 
Textbook for Character Development.)

In the summer of 1993, IEF held its 
first Teacher Training Workshops in 
order to train teachers to use the new 
curriculum. Lectures explaining the phil-
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osophical foundation of the curriculum 
were combined with presentations on 
innovative methodological approaches 
appropriate to the teaching of the mate-
rial. In 1994, IEF produced a second 
volume (in Russian) of My World and I, 
subtitled The Way of Love (later published 
in English as My Journey in Life: A Student 
Textbook for Developing Loving Relation-
ships), written for 15- to 17-year-olds. In 
subsequent years IEF went on to publish 
other student textbooks, teacher manuals 
and handbooks for parents, designed to 
be used for various age levels. With the 
support of various nations’ Ministries 
of Education–including those of China, 
Mongolia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Tajiki-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Mol-
dova–many of these have been translated 
into other languages from the original 
Russian. 

Each year IEF has conducted hun-
dreds of training seminars involving 
thousands of teachers throughout the for-
mer Soviet Union and Mongolia. At these 
seminars and in other ways, hundreds 
of thousands of books have been distrib-
uted in these countries. It is estimated 
that more than 10,000 schools have been 
using the IEF course materials. Below is a 
sampling of the many enthusiastic evalu-
ations of the My World and I curriculum: 
“This book is extremely important. In its 
reflections about the value of family and 
its role in the life of a person and in soci-
ety, this edition is unique. The authors 
conduct a conversation with the student, 
engaging him on various themes in a way 
that encourages the student to think. By 
offering guidance in family relationships 
through the skillful use of author—student 
dialogue, My World and I teaches us the 
ABCs of family life.” 

A.I. Antonov, Ph.D. 
Chairman of the Department of Family 
Health and Social Policy 

Moscow State University 
“My World and I is a unique event in the 
field of teaching theory and school prac-
tice. The textbook absolutely deserves the 
highest commendation. This publication of 
the International Educational Foundation 
is an altruistic effort directed at supporting 
humanitarianism by promoting universal 
values among youth.” 

Olga R. Archegova, Robert M. Ganiev 
Assistant Professors of Education, Vladika-
vkaz State University, Russia 

“This course is an amazing discovery for 
everybody: students, teachers, parents and 
even grandparents. It is as important for 
our children today as the air itself.” 
  
Svetlana Smirnova, 
High School Teacher, St. Petersburg

 
If the evaluations by pedagogical 

experts and the reflections of teachers 
and students who have used this cur-
riculum are any indication, it would 
seem that the My World and I program 
has been a resounding success. As a 
testimony to this, in the years following 
publication of these textbooks, books 
began to appear in the education market 
written by other authors that obviously 
were influenced by or even directly drew 
from the IEF materials.

When it opened itself up to the rest 
of the world, the former Soviet Union 
became a battleground for the minds 
and bodies of the younger generation 
on questions of sexual morality. In the 
1990s the sexual revolution arrived in 
full force. In the space of a few years, the 
youth have shunned modesty in dress 
and appearance and adopted many of 
the more outlandish styles and attitudes 
of their Western counterparts. IEF has 
been actively engaged in the debate tak-
ing place on sexual issues.

For instance, at a time in the late 1990s 
when the Russian Academy of Education 
was drafting its policy on sex education 
in the schools, IEF representatives held a 
meeting with the Academy’s president, 
who subsequently distributed IEF’s liter-
ature on the issue to his board members. 
When its policy statement emerged soon 
after, it clearly took a stand in favor of 
teaching moral and family values in any 
sex education program.

Since 1998 IEF has conducted an 
annual Model Schools Conference to 
encourage schools already using its cur-
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riculum to develop a school-wide charac-
ter education program. Several hundred 
schools have participated in this confer-
ence, many of them testifying afterward 
how much their school environment has 
improved since implementing the ideas 
from the conference. 

For example, one school from Astana, 
Kazakhstan, caught the eye of the city 
department of education last June when, 
in its end-of-the-year report, it showed 
vast improvement in student academic 
performance as well as a reduction in 
behavioral problems, which it openly 
attributed to the My World and I program. 
The school went on this past fall to initi-
ate a city-wide event called the Capital 
City Forum of Student Presidents of 
Schools, whose purpose was to encour-
age and highlight the service activities 
being done by schools in the Astana 
area. The entire event was an example 
of exemplary leadership on the part of 
an ordinary school that became inspired 
by the IEF vision and material. The pro-
gram received excellent coverage on the 
evening news of the main government 
TV channel. 

Continuing developments
In recent years IEF has received many 

requests from many other countries to 
hold programs. IEF has conducted a 
number of activities in Eastern Europe, 
particularly in the Czech Republic, 
Croatia and Bulgaria, for educators and 
representatives from the Ministries of 
Education. Earlier this year in Bulgaria, 
IEF submitted its proposal for an absti-
nence-based AIDS prevention program 
to the National Commission on AIDS 
Prevention. IEF has also held programs 
in Israel, where in 1998 it conducted 
seminars for the education departments 
of Tel Aviv and Haifa and a program on 
conflict resolution with a group of Israeli 
and Palestinian women in Jerusalem. 

In India IEF representatives have 
developed a relationship with the Catho-
lic Church and are assisting in creating 
education materials for use in Catholic 
schools to promote healthy character 
development and combat the social ills 
afflicting Indian youth. Later this year, as 
a follow-up to its program in Thailand, 
IEF plans to hold seminars in Vietnam in 
coordination with the Ministry of Educa-
tion. 

IEF lecturers have been invited to 
speak at conferences at Sun Moon Uni-

versity and the University of Bridgeport 
as well as at events conducted by the 
Women’s Federation for World Peace 
(WFWP) and the Interreligious and 
International Federation for World Peace 
(IIFWP). Recently IIFWP’s Office of HIV/
AIDS Prevention Education won a major 
grant from the U.S. federal government 
for an AIDS prevention program in Afri-
ca. Much of the material for this program 
was originally developed by IEF.

With Dr. Seuk being president of both 
IEF and the World Tong-Il Moo-Do Fed-
eration (WTMF), the recent multiplica-
tion of Tong-Il Moo-Do training activities 
to more than fifty countries throughout 
the world has resulted in the IEF mes-
sage being spread even more rapidly 
worldwide. Many of the Tong-Il Moo-Do 
representatives double as IEF representa-
tives in their countries. In 2003 WTMF 
published a four-book series entitled A 
New Philosophy for the Martial Arts con-
taining the IEF PowerPoint presentations 
with both slides and text. These lectures 
are being presented to martial artists 
throughout the world. In Panama a 
workshop and training session was held 
for members of the presidential guard, 
which has adopted Tong-Il Moo-Do and 
its philosophy as its guiding vision. 

These are just some of the highlights 
of IEF’s activities throughout the world 
since its inception in 1990. Inspired by 
True Parents’ vision and guided by its 
international president, Dr. Seuk Joon-
ho, IEF has been successful in reaching 
people and organizations in positions 
of influence and in making a practical 
impact on the societies of today’s world, 
whether through school curricula, AIDS 
prevention programs, marriage enhance-
ment programs or martial arts activities. 
In this way and others, IEF plans to con-
tinue its work in bringing True Parents’ 
message to a wider and wider audience 
around the world.u
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twenty years ago, if you were Jew-
ish and lived next door to Haitham 
Bundakji, your life would not have 

been easy. Residing alongside such a 
Mount Saint Helens of hatred, constantly 
aware of being in the presence of white-
hot loathing, you might have found your 
tires slit and yourself subject to physical 
abuse, likely involving police intervention 
at some point. 

Haitham Bundakji hated Jews. “I never 
carried a weapon or anything,” he says 
in an interview, “but I used my fists a 
lot. I had many fights. I did many stupid 
things.” 

Bundakji is now president of the 
Islamic Society of Orange County in Gar-
den Grove, California, the largest Mus-
lim organization in the western United 
States. An imam, he is the spiritual leader 
of 1,200 Muslim families in Southern 
California, and he is never far from tears 
when he recalls those hair-trigger days of 
his early manhood. 

two Brothers Murdered
Shortly before he was born, his par-

ents lived in Betshan, north of Jericho, 
where they had moved from their origi-
nal homeland of Syria. Palestine in the 
1940s was beset by open conflict between 
some extremist Arabs and renegade Jew-
ish paramilitary groups who terrorized 
each other for years before the creation 
of the Jewish state. “The Jewish organiza-
tions were stronger and better armed,” 
says Bundakji, “and determined to take 
over Palestine.” During that time, men 
believed to be from the Jewish organiza-
tion Itzel shot and killed his parents’ first 

two boys. “One was four years old and 
the other was six,” he says. The violence, 
together with Arab broadcasts asking 
people to flee, caused an exodus of Pales-
tinian refugees from the territory. 

His father took the family to Jerash, 
in Jordan, where Bundakji was born in 
1948, the same year that Israel came into 
being. In Jordan, where his brother and 
three sisters still live, 
the suffering of his 
parents created and 
nurtured his hatred. 
His mother never 
stopped grieving for 
her two slain boys. 
“She cried constantly 
until 1986, when she passed away,” he 
says. “I never saw my mother happy in 
the way that other human beings are 
happy.” 

The imam’s father was not very 
religious–a Muslim in name only. One 
of his uncles, however, was the leader 
of an Islamic group. Under the latter’s 
influence, Bundakji was steeped in the 
faith of his fathers and brought up in the 
atmosphere of Islam, helped along and 
encouraged by friends and teachers along 
the way. 

Being raised near a Palestinian refugee 
camp, he never actually met a Jewish 
person face to face until 1967 at age 18, 
when he left Jordan to visit some friends 
in a coastal town in Greece. Looking out 
to sea, they spotted an Israeli flag on a 
ship named Haifa. “I thought, this is my 
chance,” says Bundakji. “We went to the 
docks and hid until the first person came 
ashore. I remember that was the very first 

Jew I ever saw in my life. I confronted 
him and I told him I was an Arab. I called 
him some nasty names, then I attacked 
him and started beating the daylights out 
of him. My friends got frightened and 
pulled me away.” With that act, Bundakji, 
an excellent wrestler and street fighter, 
inserted himself into the endless payback 
loop that has characterized Arab-Israeli 

relations. 

Jew Bashing 
A year later, 

a strong, athletic 
young man filled 
with rage, he 
immigrated to San 

Francisco. Friends met him at the airport 
and took him directly to an anti-Israel 
demonstration. 

“The Jewish Defense League was there 
in full force,” says Bundakji. “There was 
a big fight. I beat up a couple of guys. 
I don’t remember any demonstration 
where we didn’t get into a fistfight. The 
JDL confronted us at every demonstration 
we held, and I did my crazy stuff.” 

During the 1970s, he vigorously pro-
moted pro-Palestinian activities, organiz-
ing demonstrations and meetings. He 
recruited people for the cause and booked 
speakers at universities. He was fully 
committed: “I never said the word Jew 
without an expletive before it. Whenever 
I went to a store that had any kind of 
Jewish display, such as for Hanukkah, I 
always made sure I took a small can of 
spray paint. When no one was looking, I 
would spray it, mess it up.” 

He even invoked God as an ally in 
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Blessed are the peacemakers: Muslim Imam Haitham Bundakji has 
transformed his life from seeking vengeance against Jews, to being a 
dedicated worker for Islamic—Judaic harmony worldwide 

I was surprised that, for 
the first time, I felt guilt 

for having hated the Jews.

Larry Moffitt and Robert R. Selle 



his resentment. “I prayed always to find 
ways to get back at the Jews,” he recalls. 
“Whenever I heard an ambulance siren, I 
said a small prayer hoping the ambulance 
would be on its way to a Jew about to 
die.” 

Such abhorrence and venom are hard 
to reconcile with the image of the jovial, 
soft-spoken imam sitting quietly at the 
table fingering a string of prayer beads. 
“But the worst thing I did,” he says, his 
expression saddening, “is that I tried to 
inject my own hatred of Jews into my 
children.” And he begins to weep. 

In 1984, Bundakji had an epiphany 
during his first pilgrimage to Mecca, or 
hajj, which is one of the acts of devotion 
that Muslims all over the world aspire 
to accomplish. As is traditional for those 
going to Mecca’s Kaaba, the central 
shrine of Islam, he also paid a visit to 
nearby Mount Arafat to pray. (In Arabic, 
arafat means “knowing one another.”) 
The mountain, a sacred site, is so named 
because it is believed to be the place 
where Adam and Eve met. 

“I went there a few days before 
people normally go,” he says. “I was 
all by myself, and I went to the top to 
be alone with my God.” He cried out in 
his prayers, feeling the need to ask for-
giveness for various personal sins that 
weighed heavily on his heart. Beating up 
Jews, however, wasn’t one of them. 

“That wasn’t part of my plan. I had 
no concept that hating Jews was some-
thing that needed to be repented for,” he 
says, “but as it is with atonement, when 
you begin confessing, sometimes a lot of 
stuff comes out too. In this case, it was 
thoughts of my parents.” 

Heavenly Words
Suddenly, he began to hear verses 

from the Qur’an flow through his mind: 
“Be accountable to yourself before some-
one comes to question you. Weigh your 
deeds before they can be weighed for 

you.” 
“...those people who hold their anger and 
forgive people.” 
“We have created you from a single pair of 
a male and a female, and made you into 
nations and tribes so that you may know 
each other, not that you may despise each 
other. The most honorable of you in the 
sight of God is the most righteous.”
“No one should pay a price for the mis-
takes of others.” 
“He who harms Christians and Jews [lit-
erally ‘taxpayers’ in Arabic] will be my 
enemy until the day of judgement.” 

He describes the verses as running 
through his mind like a quiet river. 
“Then, in my prayer, all the people I had 
beaten up in those 
fights had individu-
al faces. They were 
not just collective 
Jews but were real 
people. I remem-
bered them all, and I 
remembered spray-
ing the Hanukkah 
decorations. Every-
thing started coming 
to my mind, and I 
found myself asking 
God for forgiveness 
for that. And I was 
surprised that, for the first time, I felt 
guilt for having hated the Jews.” Indeed, 
he felt that he had been living completely 
against the godly way.

“All this stayed in my mind and in my 
prayers,” he says. “The next two weeks, 
when I was in Mecca and Medina, I felt 
God’s forgiveness. I felt like a heavy load 
had fallen from my shoulders.” But he 
says, he still had two bridges to cross: (1) 
to meet Jews and not wish them ill, and 
(2) to attend interfaith meetings as then-
vice president of the Islamic Society of 
Orange County and embrace Jewish par-
ticipants to convince himself his repen-

tance was genuine. 
The pilgrimage caused Bundakji to 

change not only his attitude toward Jews 
but his whole perspective on life. The 
experience, he says, and the deepening 
of his faith that followed it, made him a 
much better human being–and a far more 
loving father, husband, and grandfather. 
“I used to use my arms to solve most of 
my problems, through fighting, because I 
was so proud of myself being so strong,” 
he says. “But today I still use my hands 
and arms to solve most of my problems, 
but that’s by hugging and embracing and 
handshaking.” 

He then began to study the Qur’an 
“the proper way, the way that God 
wanted us to study the scripture and 

the teachings of 
Prophet Muham-
mad, peace be upon 
him.” As evidence 
of the “proper” 
way of Qur’anic 
exegesis, Bundakji 
cites a hadith, or 
saying, of Muham-
mad, which states: 
“I swear to God, 
I swear to God, I 
swear to God that 
you will not enter 
Paradise until you 

become true believers. And you will not 
become true believers until you love one 
another.” So Bundakji started concentrat-
ing much more on all the scriptural verses 
that had to do with love and peace and 
human harmony. 

the ‘Beautiful’ rebirth Experience
This caused him, he says, to grow 

spiritually far more than he ever dreamed 
he could. This growth was propelled all 
the more by his interfaith work, both with 
local ecumenical organizations and the 
American Clergy Leadership Conference, 
an interfaith group founded by the Rever-
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the cycle stops here: 
Bundakji’s six-year-old 
son, gussin, asleep 
in his lap. the worst 
part,” Bundakji says, 
“is that I was infecting 
my children with my 
hatred.” Photo courtesy of 
Haitham Bundakji

Imam Bundakji prays 
for peace during a 

recent interfaith 
march in Jerusalem
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“...I swear to God 
that you will not enter 

Paradise until you become 
true believers. And you 
will not become true 

believers until you love 
one another.” 

The Prophet Muhammed (pbuh)
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end Sun Myung Moon to resolve conflicts 
and erase borders between religions. “I 
thought I was reaching excellence before 
that,” Bundakji says, “but I found out 
there was much more to gain and learn.” 
He says it’s a blessing and a responsibil-
ity to learn more and grow spiritually 
every day. As the founder of Islam also 
said, “Seek knowledge from the day you 
are born to the day you die, from the 
cradle to the coffin.” The imam says that 
the whole process after his “rebirth” has 
made him no longer interested in the 
quest for material wealth and far more 
focused on helping others. “It’s just a 
beautiful, beautiful experience,” he says. 

His religious transformation incited 
the naturally compassionate Bundakji 
to become even more warmhearted and 
desirous of ministering to his fellow 
men. “Even when I was tough,” he says, 
“my heart would often melt. That has 
increased by far.” He quotes a saying of 
the Prophet Muhammad to the effect that 
“God has created some of 
His people for the benefit 
of other people, to help 
other people. Those people 
are saved from hellfire, 
and they are loved by 
God.” He says he strives 
every day to be one of 
those people. And when 
he sees a Muslim doing 
something wrong, he’s 
quick to kindly yet firmly 
correct him, because, again 
quoting Islam’s fonder, 
“The true believer is a mir-
ror of his fellow brother or 
sister.”

Letting a fellow 
spiritual traveler honestly 
know when he is off track 
is one thing, but talking 
about the person behind 
his back is quite another. 
Since his metamorpho-
sis, the imam has had a 
positive revulsion against 
gossip in all of its forms, 
“justified” and not. The 
only way to really help a 
fellow human being, he 
says, is to talk to him (and 
him alone) honestly and 
directly. 

Bundakji knew that he 
had to reeducate his chil-
dren to unlearn the hatred 
he had been instilling into 
them–virtually “injecting 
into their veins,” as he 

puts it. “As it turns out,” he says, “my 
children were relieved. They were rela-
tively young. They had Jewish friends 
from school they had never been able to 
tell me about, and now they could bring 
them over to the house.” The imam has 
eight children and, today, two grandchil-
dren. He has been married to a woman of 
Syrian descent for the past 35 years. 

Since coming to terms with his 
children, Bundakji has put as much 
energy into atonement and reconciliation 
between Muslims and Jews as he earlier 
put into vengeance. “I met a rabbi in 
Irvine,” he relates, “named Bernie King. 
He didn’t trust me, because newspapers 
had written a lot about my activities. I 
had been outspoken on radio and televi-
sion. So I started to make an extra effort. 
In the years since, Rabbi King’s family has 
become my family.” At Bundakji’s invita-
tion, King became the first rabbi to speak 
in a mosque in Southern California. 

Building Bridges
A successful entre-

preneur in the res-
taurant business and 
real estate investing, 
Bundakji decided not 
to work so hard in his 
business so he could 
dedicate his life to 
building bridges. He 
serves as a chaplain 
for the Garden Grove 
Police Department, 
where he counsels 
officers and civilian 
employees of all faiths, 
and started the first 
Islamic shelter for 
battered women in 
California. In addition, 
he is a counselor to 
Muslim prison inmates 
and adviser to both the 
Orange County sheriff 
and the Garden Grove 
police chief, who is 
president of the Inter-
national Police Chiefs 
Association. 

The imam’s pas-
sionate involvement 
in Christian-Jewish-
Muslim reconciliation 
work is typical of is 
furious work ethic. 
“I’m a workaholic,” 
he admits. “And not 
in terms of earning 
money; I just love 

work. I’m willing to work all the hours 
that God and my body allow me to serve. 
I say to myself, ‘Take that vacation? In 
heaven I’ll have a vacation, one lasting 
vacation.’”

Summing up the change in his life, 
Bundakji says, “I cannot afford to be our 
prophet’s enemy until the day of judg-
ment. Nobody can. I focus on the verses 
I heard on Mount Arafat, and I study the 
Qur’an. As a result, my Islamic values 
and conviction have become stronger. 
Through becoming a better Muslim, 
my hatred dissipated. And I mean com-
pletely. 

“I still have political differences with 
Israel. I still want the liberation of Pales-
tine. That will not change. But as to how 
to solve the difference, that has changed 
completely.”

Looking toward the next generation, 
he says, “I would love to see my son 
marry a Jewish or Christian girl.” 

His transformation calls to mind those 
of Saint Paul and Malcolm X. Both men 
carried an inordinate load of resentment 
toward another group of people. Like the 
two men in whose footsteps he walks, 
Bundakji was not just healed of his unrea-
soning anger. His healing, like theirs, was 
transformed into an engine that propelled 
him toward good. 

So what does the imam think the 
future will bring? In this regard, he’s an 
optimistic idealist but also a hard-nosed 
realist. Concerning efforts toward an 
interfaith reconciliation and social change, 
he says, “I believe that our efforts, and 
efforts of good people and good organi-
zations, will definitely bear fruit. It may 
take a little longer than we wish, but you 
have to be consistent, persistent, have 
patience and perseverance, and it will 
happen.”

He looks forward to more deeply 
religious people getting involved in the 
political process. “I think that will help 
us more, because God loves people who 
know Him, and those people usually are 
much more altruistic people. And they 
will make the right decisions, not based 
on how many people are gong to vote for 
them but based on what is good for the 
community and world at large.”u

This article was first published in the May 
2004 issue of the World & I. Reprinted with 
permission.

Larry Moffitt is vice president of United 
Press International and Robert R. Selle is an 
editor at the World and I Magazine

“I used to use my 
arms to solve most 
of my problems, 
through fighting, 
because I was so 
proud of myself 
being so strong, 

but today I still use 
my hands and arms 

to solve most of 
my problems, but 
that’s by hugging 

and embracing and 
handshaking.” 

Courtesy of Larry Moffitt, UPI



Israel is 
truly a 
holy land, 

and when you 
enter it you 
can feel that. 
It was so good 
to go together 
with sisters 
and just com-
pletely share 
our hearts 
with God and 
with each 

other with no cell phones to ring, no meals to cook, etc. We 
also had plenty of time to study, pray, meditate, and talk 
and listen to each other. How clever Father Moon is! We 
were totally filled up and, as a consequence, we had so much 
desire to love and care for the people. A very fulfilling expe-
rience was our baptism in the Jordan River. When I attended 
the first pilgrimage in May of last year, I had literally fallen 
head first into the Jordan River with all my clothes on, even 
though I had no intention of going in. So, one thing I knew 
for sure: this time I would be very careful when we arrived at 
the Jordan! 

However, this time was such a different experience. Some 
of the group, particularly Mrs. Claire Daugherty, wanted to 
be baptized and requested an ordained minister. Our very 
special sister, Rev. Juanita Pierre-Louis, answered the call, 
and some of us climbed in to assist her. It was a very fulfill-
ing, holy and uplifting experience. Near the end, as we were 
leaving, we saw two people running as hard as they could in 
long white robes toward us. They were our dear sisters, Mrs. 
Reiko Jenkins and Mrs. Yoko de Groot–running into a new 
beginning. 

One evening at dinner, I noticed that my sister, Minister 
Angelika Selle, seemed especially quiet and serious. When 
I asked if she was well, she assured me she was fine. Well, 
later on, after a very touching song that was sung by one of 
our sisters from the Philippines the words “feeling like an 
outcast; I thought we were all children of God, but 
today I felt lonely, I felt like Hagar,” Minister Selle 
suddenly stood up and called for a “Sarah” to unite 
with this “Hagar.” 

It is good to mention here that the Selle family and 
my own family, the Taylors, had previously been 
divinely led to organize and participate for five years 
in the Reconciliation Group. The purpose of the group 
was to repent for the historical failures in America, 
especially those related to slavery and racial issues. 
For five years (filled with joy and pain), we made 
conditions of repentance, acts of forgiveness, offer-
ings to heal the pain and actions to implement a new 

beginning. As a consequence, once Angelika had guided the 
symbolic reconciliation between Hagar and Sarah, she con-
tinued by saying there was another Hagar there, one who 
was less obvious. She then called for the black American 
sisters to stand and asked for representatives to come up in 
repentance. At this point, I felt called to ask the representa-
tives of black Americans to verbally voice forgiveness, as 
this position is just as important, if not more so, as the one of 
repentance. 

Next, the Native Americans were called up, and repen-
tance was made as well to them. As I stood in that group, one 
sister stood up. Her first name was Joy and her maiden name 
is Paine. So, as Joy Paine began to pour out her heart about 
what may have been actions of her ancestors, deep, seem-
ingly endless pain burst forth first from me and then from 
many others–and finally, it seemed, from almost all of the 
participants. I think we could shed deep layers of pain that 
had accumulated over the eons. Finally, when the last tear 
was shed and forgiveness had been given, we stood clutch-
ing each other in tears as other groups were announced–Jews 
and Germans, and then Africans asking forgiveness for sell-
ing their own. 

At this point, a very clear revelation came to me: An offer-
ing must be taken. Our Reconciliation Group experience had 
prepared us–first repentance, then forgiveness, and finally 
an offering to help erase and heal the pain that was caused 
in order to substantially usher us into a new beginning. So, 
as a token of the substance of our collective repentance and 
forgiveness, we then took up an international offering of over 
$2,000. We asked for it to be used as seed money and to be 
divided equally between the people of Israel and of Palestine. 
We presented it to Mrs. Abe, an Israeli national messiah’s 
wife, on May 27, the last day of the pilgrimage. 

Although there is an air of decided heaviness in Israel, 
there was perhaps a “glimmer of hope” in the people’s eyes 
due to the Women of Peace (Heart to Heart) Pilgrimage from 
May 21 to 28. But this is only the beginning, We must commit 
ourselves continuously, at the risk of our lives, so the three 
sons of Abraham can have life and can live in peace togeth-
eru
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true Father’s journey to the south 
began on January 4, 1951, and was 
truly a miserable one. For three 

weeks he lived as a refugee in a life or 
death situation. Placing his trust in God 
he continued on his way and arrived in 
Busan on January 27, 1951.

True Father’s course until the fiftieth 
anniversary of the founding of our church 
has been a lonely and thorny path of sor-
row interspersed with hard-
ships beyond description. 
Looking back, it seems such a 
long time. 

Father made a promise to 
our invisible God. He was 
determined to fulfill God’s 
will and build God’s nation. 
Toward this end, he invested 
everything. God’s will alone 
filled Father’s heart when 
he was penniless, without a 
house or clothes, even wear-
ing winter clothes in summer. 
From the mud-walled house 
at Beomnetgol, Busan to a 
small room in Busan’s Sujeong 
ward, Father moved many 
times before finally settling 
down in a house with two 
rooms in the same ward.

Father’s way was such that 
he invested his entire being–disregarding 
his prestige or dignity–in whatever was 
necessary to establish and fulfill God’s 
will. He harbored such a love; it touched 
God, compelling Him to be with Father. 
Whenever Father prayed, he prayed with 
an anxious state of mind as if driven by 
something. 

The church was founded in Seoul’s 
Bukhak ward, at the House of Three 
Gates. It was there that Father first hung 
the church sign. At the time, he said that 
our church originated not from the mind 
of man but from God; it began not by the 

will of man but by the will of God. He 
said that he does not do anything on a 
whim or on the spur of the moment, and 
that there was a profound spiritual sig-
nificance to the founding of the church. In 
other words, the church was founded for 
the sake of God in response to His com-
mand and with His guidance. Father said 
that as this was a special church, he was 
not going to make it like the existing ones.

Father stated that he would unite 
global Christianity through holy spiritual 
works and build a world of goodness, a 
world of love–one world centered on God. 
Thus, he named our church the Holy Spir-
it Association for the Unification of World 
Christianity.1 Some suggested he shorten 
the name, but Father said not a single 
word could be removed from “Holy Spirit 
Association for the Unification of World 
Christianity.” He said to keep it as it was.  

The church had three gates in its sur-
rounding wall and only two small rooms. 
Compared to the church building itself the 

name of the church was rather grand. It 
was talking about the unification of world 
Christianity and, further, the unification of 
religions. After the sign was made, Father 
was extremely happy. A look of pleasure 
spread across his entire face. From then 
on, the struggle between God’s side and 
Satan’s side began in earnest and Father 
felt satisfaction at being able to convey the 
new truth to the satanic world. From then 

on, Rev. Eu Hyo-won began to 
give Divine Principle lectures 
with increased purposefulness. 

I visited Christian minis-
ters and spiritual teachers. 
Father told me to declare war 
and announce that the new 
truth had come. I mainly 
went around the provinces of 
North and South Jeolla. What 
strengthened my conviction 
even more at that time was my 
meeting Paek Shin-myeong in 
Daejun. When I showed him 
a picture we’d taken when we 
founded the church, he pointed 
to Father in the picture and said 
that that person would unite 
the world. He said that despite 
the difficulties now, the path 

would soon be clear and people 
from not only Korea but from the 

rest of the world as well would become 
interested in and flock to our church. He 
told me that my mission was to be the 
trumpet of the archangel and that I was 
not to fear but to boldly testify to this per-
son who would unite the world. In joy I 
cried out alone that Father was truly the 
Lord of the Second Coming as promised 
in the Bible–from this experience I found 
even greater conviction. 

In 1954, in Iri [present-day Iksan], 
North Jeolla Province, I met Lee Soon-
hoe, a deacon of the Holiness Church. He 
received many revelations and spoke in 
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tongues. For this his church kicked him 
out. I told him to pray about certain top-
ics. I asked him how the Fall had occurred. 
After praying, he answered that the Fall 
had occurred because of an illicit sexual 
relationship. I asked him how the Second 
Coming would come; he answered that 
the Lord of the Second Coming would 
come in the flesh as had Elijah and John 
the Baptist of old.

I met a deaconess named Oh Cheon 
and told her to pray about Father. Her 
answer surprised me. She said, “Heaven 
will fall and the earth will rise. The new 
Jerusalem will be created in Korea, and the 
Lord of the Second Coming will appear 
in the flesh as a man who will eat with a 
spoon just as we do.”

Wherever I went I was alone, yet God 
was behind me and I gave thanks for 
His help. Fifty years later, it truly is like 
a dream to see missionaries being sent to 
190 nations, building churches and engag-
ing in activities. Yet it is not a dream, it is 
a tremendous miracle that amazes heaven 
and earth. All this is the result of True 
Parents’ blood, sweat and tears. Overcom-
ing six imprisonments and numerous 
struggles with death, Father now wears a 
crown of victory. 

For a couple of months before his being 
sent to Seodaemun Prison in 1955, plain-
clothesmen would come to the church to 
harass Father and curse at the members. 
One day, a woman came to the church 
and struck Father in the face with her 
rubber shoe. Yet in the face of countless 
insults, persecution and beatings Father 
did not see those who persecuted him as 
enemies, but rather he prayed for them. 

As in the Korean saying, “Justice 
will assert itself,” we are now seeing the 
reverse happening in our time. Count-
less saints and sages were never recog-
nized during their earthly lives. Yet, True 

Parents, who live in the 
twenty-first century, have 
been acclaimed by many 
people as great prophets, 
the Messiah, Savior, Lord 
of the Second Coming and 
True Parents.

The reason for this is 
that what Father said fifty 
years ago is now being 
fulfilled, and what he has 
said is certified by God as 
the truth. Father is perform-
ing a new type of righteous 
deed never before seen on 
earth. 

There is no way to 
describe Father’s lofty 
ideology and philosophy. 
It cannot be measured or 
weighed in any way. True 
Parents, who love all the people of the 
world as their children, have given more 
love than anybody else in the world.

Father’s faith toward God is absolute 
and cannot be measured in human terms. 
Among the countless saints and sages 
who have lived on earth, none has shown 
greater faith in God than Father has. I am 
convinced that there will also be no one 
with greater faith in the future. Holding 
the blueprint of this cosmic and grand 
providence in his heart, Father has walked 
a lonely path toward the liberation of God.

Some have called him a heretic and 
many have persecuted, opposed, slan-
dered and employed violence against him. 
Father has been persecuted more than 
anyone else in the world. In the face of 
persecution and the arrows of opposition, 
Father stood before God as His proud son 
and, in thanks, found victory on the path 
of the cross. Now he stands firmly in the 
position of an extraordinary hero and an 
international religious leader. 

He has always empha-
sized that we who are born 
from the satanic lineage 
cannot be saved on our 
own. He has taught us the 
way to liquidate the satanic 
lineage and transfer to the 
lineage of God. He has also 
taught us the philosophy 
of pain. He has told us that 
we cannot become citizens 
of heaven without pain. 
He stated that the secret 
of occupying the world is 
found in becoming expert 
in the philosophically-
based practice of going 
through suffering for the 
sake of the world. He has 
said that suffering is the 
weapon needed to subju-

gate both the sides of God and Satan. 
The intensity of True Parents’ heart 

of fidelity toward God cannot be found 
anywhere else in the world. True Parents 
have put God on his rightful throne as the 
true God. Thus the trail of True Parents’ 
blood, sweat and tears is even greater 
than the toils of God. God was astounded 
and the world was awed at the Holy Mar-
riage Blessing Ceremony of the Parents 
of Heaven and Earth Opening Cheon Il 
Guk and the Coronation of the King of the 
Blessed Families of the Peace and Unity of 
the Cosmic True Parent and the True Par-
ents of Heaven and Earth. There is no way 
to repay True Parents’ grace in letting us 
inherit this blessing. 

Now True Parents’ desire and dream 
is to see the building of God’s kingdom 
through the liberation of His fatherland. 
How will this be accomplished? All the 
people living in the wards and neighbor-
hoods in the Republic of Korea must be 
recreated by the word. Father has stated 
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that the system for effecting this re-cre-
ation is hoondokhae. 

Ever since the Fall, mankind has 
longed for the coming of the word for re-
creation in the Completed Testament era. 
Through hoondokhae, we can resemble 
God, who is the origin of the word, and 

True Parents; and we must become second 
true parents. In those places that practice 
hoondokhae, God will reside, those from 
the spirit world will be mobilized and 
miracles never before seen in history will 
occur with numerous good spirits coming 
down to earth.

If we can break through in our neigh-
borhoods at this time, everyone without 
exception can be restored as true children 
by True Parents’ teachings. Then God’s 
nation will be established on earth and 
True Parents will be elevated as the king 
of kings in heaven and as the Parents of 
Heaven and Earth on earth. That is God’s 
will and desire, and the greatest desire of 
our True Parents.

I am sure that Jung Dal-ok2, who is in 
the spiritual world, understands and fer-
vently feels Father’s desire more than any-
body else does. I have respected her for 
a long time. I am sure that if we on earth 
remember her, she will help us from the 
spiritual world. She had absolute faith in 
True Parents. Father has said many times 
that Dal-ok was the model member of the 
Unification Church. 

Once she had a bandage over her 
hand. Father asked her about the ban-
dage and joked that she may as well cut 
off her hand if she was going to wrap it 
up like that. As soon as she heard this, 
she brought a pair of scissors and calmly 
asked Father how much of her hand she 
should cut off. Father said, “I can’t make a 
joke in front of Dal-ok.”

Her absolute faith in Father is some-
thing that would win the respect of all 
people. She consummated her life as a 
truly filial daughter, with a devotion to  to 
God’s will and a sincerity that are hard to 
imitate. 

It is not easy for us to walk straight on 
the way of God’s will. Because God, True 
Parents and those in the spiritual world 
see through us, we cannot fabricate things, 
tell lies or practice deception. We cannot 
recklessly live our lives. Once when I lived 
intoxicated in God’s will and the word, I 
was stopped as I was walking down the 
street by a fortune-teller who read faces. 
He said that I possessed a great truth and 
that I would be welcomed by the world. 
I could thus carry on through the present 
difficulties. I was half in doubt that a time 
like that would actually come.

Not only that, a lady selling sweet 
potatoes on the street also told me that I 
wasn’t just walking on the street, I looked 
like an angel flying over it. When my 
heart was really alive, many people–even 
the creation–would stand on my side and 
protect me. With the conviction that I 
wasn’t alone and that the living God was 
with me, there was nothing that I could 

not overcome.
Once we begin our life of faith, we 

should keep at it to the end. This is the 
attitude necessary to have absolute faith, 
absolute love and absolute obedience. 
Only when we put our life on the line will 
God come to us and work. He who loses 
his life will gain it, and he who seeks his 
life will lose it. As long as our ego or self 
remains, God and True Parents will never 
come to us. Only when we completely 
deny ourselves will God come and will 
those in the spirit world perform good 
works. How much we empty ourselves 
determines how close we are to becoming 
one with God. 

And when we reach the highest state 
in relation to God and True Parents’ will, 
God and the spirit world will be moved. 
God will not leave His children alone. If 
we can turn our entire heart to God and 
True Parents, they will take responsibility 
for everything. When we give, the return 
will be tens and hundreds of times greater 
than we expected. 

Father always asks how much we have 
practiced true love and how much we 
have lived for the sake of others. He has 
said that God can be with us if our heart 
of offering for God’s will takes precedence 
over our spouse, parents or children. 

Looking back on these fifty years, I am 
ashamed to say that there is nothing that 
I can  say I have done well. Whichever 
direction I look in, I can only remember 
things that I regret. I have even thought 
that if I could go the path of God’s will 
again, I would try to live in greater righ-
teousness.

Although I received an award from 
True Parents for fifty years of service on 
the path of the providence, I am still filled 
with shame before them. I do not know 
how much longer I will live, but I would 
like to discuss and resolve all these issues 
with True Parents.

Let us not retreat before the path of 
offering our lives. Let us work hard on 
becoming members who laugh in the face 
of death and, in high-spirits, overcome 
it.u

 
Mrs. Kang is blessed with St. Augustine.

Endnotes
1 In the title, “Holy Spirit Association for the 
Unification of World Christianity” the words 
Holy Spirit (Shin-ryeong) do not refer to the 
Holy Spirit (Song-ryeong) mentioned in the New 
Testament of the Bible but, rather, to divine 
spiritual works or power.

2 Jeong Dal-ok is the wife of Rev. Kim Won-pil. 
She ascended in 2000.
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As in any family, my father’s 
love toward me, the first son, 
was special. During school 

vacation times, my mother would go 
out on forty-day witnessing condi-
tions without fail. During that time, 
my father would clumsily prepare our 
noodles, boiled rice, salted fried rice 
and sujebi1 for my meals. Young as I 
was then, though, I wasn’t particularly 
affected by my environment. Rather, I 
was happy that my mother was away, 
because it gave me unrestrained free-
dom to play around every day. 

Then one year my father bought 
roast chicken from the market for my 
birthday. Back then, our family was 
living close to the poverty line, so I 
never was able to celebrate my birthday 
fully. With my birthday falling dur-
ing the summer witnessing time, my 
mother was never there on that day, 
so it was difficult to eat seaweed soup2 
on my birthday. That must have made 
my parents worry. I vividly remember 
how my father, my siblings and I were 
all crying, without reason, as we sat 
around the roast chicken my father 
had single-handedly prepared for my 
birthday. 

My father was my closest friend. 
During the time of activities to estab-
lishment home church in a 360-home 
area, we parted from Daejeon, which 
had been our home until then, and 
moved to Seoul. There my father spent 
two years as a family church leader, 
two years on a special mobilization 
team and then did all sorts of odd jobs 
including day-work, wallpapering, sell-
ing hamburgers, laboring at a furniture 
factory, sewing, and working as a laun-
dryman.

From my middle school years, I 

would follow my father around on the 
weekends to his wallpapering jobs. My 
father enjoyed papering walls with me. 
I would cover the wall with paste, and 
he would cover it with wallpaper. We 
were a perfect team. 

After work, we would eat jajang-
myun3 together like friends or col-
leagues from work. There were such 
experiences, precious moments, where 
I could experience the deep love of 
God and understand at an early age 
the heart of my parents. I saw their 
commitment to God’s will, their many 
hours spent together in prayer, and 
their sharing anguish, conflict and pain 
in our meager household–we were liv-
ing in a single rented room. 

My parents always wished for me, 
their eldest son, to take on a public 
mission, and so in our house it became 
an accepted fact that I would. Thus, 
after graduating high school, I did as 
my parents desired and enrolled at 
Sun Moon University in the Theology 
Department. 

In 1998, I began university life in 
Cheonan. Even though she was sad to 
see me go, my mother told me how she 
had always prayed inside to offer at 
least one of her children to Heaven; she 
asked me to fulfill that role.

Some time later, I received a call 
from home saying that my family was 
moving. I hurried back to Seoul and 
found my mother alone packing up 
the house. My father wasn’t at home to 
help with the packing. At the time he 
was always away because of work; he 
was only home once or twice a month. 

As we busied ourselves with the 
packing, I found, between some old 
books piled in the attic, my mother’s 
diary from her newlywed years. It 

graphically expressed her painstaking 
efforts at leading a life of faith in cir-
cumstances that did not give her any 
time at all to enjoy a honeymoon life. 

I found entries about her commit-
ment and devotion even in those dif-
ficult times, and even after discovering 
that she had conceived and that a baby 
of the second generation was in her 
womb. As I read each word, which 
were filled with the tears of my mother, 
and her heart, love and absolute faith, 
I found myself crying silently in that 
dark attic. 
For this child I prayed; and the Lord has 
granted me my petition which I made 
to him. Therefore I have lent him to the 
Lord; as long as he lives, he is lent to 
the Lord.” And they worshiped the Lord 
there. 

1 Samuel 1:27-28

Like Samuel’s mother, Hannah, my 
parents constantly prayed that I, their 
first son, would be used as a vessel for 
furthering God’s providence. Today, I 
find myself a father of two and walking 
the public path. I know I am here today 
because of my parents, who stood 
firmly behind me with their love and 
affection. 

I pray they may live together in true 
love for all of their days.u 

Endnotes
1. Soup with rice dumplings
2. On birthdays, Koreans traditionally eat sea-
weed soup; the length of the uncut seaweed 
symbolizes a wish for a long life.
3. Thick noodles in black-bean sauce. 

Kim Tae-kyung is from the 200-Couple 
Second-generation Blessing. He is the tall 
one at back in the photograph above.

This Child I 
Offer to Heaven

Kim Tae-kyung

A Korean second-generation brother tells about his relationship with his parents



A lifetime of love is one in which you can 
work all your life in joy and feel no fatigue, 
a life in which you seek out a path where 
you can feel the world of God’s true love 

and give comfort to God.

Rev. Sun Myung Moon

July 26, 2004

A coastal scene near Yeosu


